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Three days after Greer Garson 
stars in Crown Matrimonial (a 
dramatised account of the contro¬ 
versial abdication of Edward Vm), 
the Queen will be making her tradi¬ 
tional Christmas afternoon broadcast, 
the highlight of the day’s viewing in 
many homes . . . including that of 
Tommy Steele and his family. 

6 You can almost set your watch 
by my Christmas. My daughter 
Emma will wake me at five to show 
me her presents. At six — just look¬ 
ing at her toys no longer does the 
trick — I have to get out of bed and 
play with them. At seven last year, 
believe it or not, we were all out in 
Richmond Park riding bicycles. 

At 10, we pile into the car and 
drive to my parents’ house in Kent 
. . . that’s a tradition. We have 
Christmas Dinner with them every 
year. It starts at one, and the whole 


idea is to keep xt the 

Queen’s speech at three. 

Finally — after the sacred jrr er - 
to-be-russed Christinas sUoozfi — 
drive back to Richmond in the mist 
and fog; it’s always misty and foggy 
at that moment for some reason. 
There’s nothing on in the theatre 
on Christmas Day so, after putting 
Emma to bed, we have a quiet drink 
with a few friends. 

I don’t imagine it’s very different 
from a million other people’s Christ¬ 
mas. It is a family thing. People say 
it is just for the children, but I have 
never believed that. If anything, the 
kids lay it on for us. We tell Emma 
that all the presents come from 
Father Christi]^ but I don’t think 
she believes it for a minute. There’s 
a look in her eyes, even at five, which 
seems to say, ‘Well, if it keeps Dad 
happy, then Fli play along with him * 


Cover star Tommy Steele will be appearing 
as Hans Christian Andersen on the London 
stage at the same time as he sings 
dances his way across millions of TV 
screens next week in his enchanting musical 
Half a Sixpence. That's just one item in the excitir^ pack¬ 
age of feature films which form part of ITV's glittering 
array of entertainment for Christmas and the New Year. 

Tommy's 38th birthday on December 17 marked the 
opening of his Palladium season as the prince of story¬ 
tellers. But even Hans Christian Andersen himself could 
hardly have created a procession of characters more 
colourful than the line-up of stars to be seen on ITV over 
the next 14 days. 

Stars like John Wayney Spike Milligany Burt Lancaster, 
Gerald Harper, Tommy Cooper, Princess Grace of 
Monaco, Les Dawson, Val Doonican, Terry-Thomas, 
Leslie Crowther, Des O'Connor, Peters and L^e, John 
Alderton, Pauline Collins, Charlie Drake, Tony Curtis, 
The Second Generation, Danny La Rue, Norman 
Wisdom, Gilbert O'Sullivan and many, many more. 

There's something for all the family, especially the 
children, with entertainment ranging from Swiss Family 
Robinson and Charles Dickens’ World of Christmas to 
The Little Match Girl by Hans Christian Andersen. 
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Christmas is for families, and the 
last five have been among my 
happiest. 

Optimism is surely what Christ¬ 


mas Day, of all days, is really about. 
Goodness knows there are plenty of 
tribulations about. I read once that 
during World War One the soldiers 
stopped shooting each other on 
Christmas Day, got out of the 
trenches, walked into no-man’s land, 
had a glass of wine with the enemy 
and sang carols. 

A lousy place to spend Christmas, 
but what a wonderful Christmas 
spirit. That is the spirit of it for me. 




It is also the birthday of a great 
man. And whether you believe in it 
or not, a lot has come out of that 
birth, and the circumstances of his 
life. I remember that, too, at 
Christmas. 9 

On December 29 ITV cameras 
will pay an informal visit to the home 
of the new Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury — Dr. Donald (^ggan — in 
contrast to the Eurovision broadcast 
of the Pope conducting Midnight 
Mass in St. Peter’s, Rome. 

Such is the rich variety of the next 
fortnight’s offerings on ITV. And 
the 96 pages of this Double 
Programmes issue of TVTimes 
offer lots to do as well as 
view. We want you to vote 
for the TV Top Ten of 1974, so 
get busy with the coupon on page 15 


as you take a last look this year at 
your screen favourites. 

There’s a fabulous free-entry com¬ 
petition for the whole family on page 
84 in which every entrant wins a 
prize and one especially lucky family 
will win a holiday in Florida, in¬ 
cluding four days as V.I.P. guests of 
Walt Disney World, plus 500 dollars 
to spend. 

Page 80 offers a £100 bonus to a 
glamorous contest coming up in the 
New Year, and see page 93 for details 
of cut-out-and-spend money vouch¬ 
ers worth over £12 when you start 
that post-Christmas shopping. 

For longer-range news of what 
lies ahead, turn to page 95 and Roger 
Elliot’s forecasts for 1975—he be¬ 
lieves that it’s the year Prince Charles 
is dueto meet the girl he’ll marry! 




ILLUSTRATIONS BY ARNALDO PUT2U 
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^^You must believe me when I tell you that I have found it impossible 
to carry the heavy burden of responsibility, and to discharge my duties 
as King as I wo^d wish to do, without the help and support of the 
woman I love ..Those poignant words, spoken in a radio broadcast 
by a monarch who renounced his throne, are repeated with remark¬ 
able authenticity in Sunday’s play Crown Matrimonial, about the 
abdication of King Edward VUI. The abdication sdli arouses strong 
emotions ... because it centres on the romantic notion of a man who 
sacrificed everything for love. When the broadcast was made on 
December 11, 1936 it had vital constitutional implications ... and it 
shocked the nation. Yet the monarch speaking to the nation via radio 
was not a remarkable novelty... even in 1936. When Queen Elizabeth 
II makes her Christmas broadcast on Wednesday she will maintain a 
tradition established by her grandfather, George V, in the pioneering 
days of radio. King George’s first experience as a broadcaster was at 
the British Empire Exhibition of 1924—50 years ago. His first global 
broadcast was on Christmas Day 1932. Royal broadcasting was con¬ 
tinued by George VI and by his daughter, the present Queen. The 
Christmas message has now taken its place as a national institution. 
In 1955 it was extended to television. But whatever the improvements 
of technology, whatever the changes in the image and function of the 
monarchy, that memorable broadcast in 1936, which ended a reign 
before it had really begun, still grips the imagination. It is the sound 
of history in the making. The pattern of events which led up to it 
are described in the play. Here, ANTHONY LEJEUNE takes a 
critical look at the background to the abdication while COLIN 
BARNES presents a profile of Greer Garson, who portrays Queen 
Mary in Crown Matrimonial on Sunday. 
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The Duke and Duchess of Windsor 


He wanted 
a wife. A 
mistress 
wouldiftdo... 

I N A cupboard full of small treasures 
which I collected as a boy, I found 
a silver medallion inscribed: “To 
commemorate the Coronation of King 
Edward VIII in Westminster Abbey, 
12th May 1937.” Of course, the Cor¬ 
onation never happened. By that date 
King Edward had become the Duke 
of Windsor and was in exile. 

I can’t remember being particularly 
excited about this strange turn of 
events. Children take the most sur¬ 
prising public affairs very much for 
granted. 

A lot of people, however, were very 
excited indeed, and they created a 
legend which persists to this day— 
the legend of a progressive Prince 
Charming destroyed—largely for pol¬ 
itical reasons—by a reactionary 
Establishment. This is, and always 
was, a totally false picture. What hap¬ 
pened was a love story and a personal 
tragedy. Only incidentally was it a 
political mel(^rama. 

The false idea gained credence be¬ 
cause people found it hard to believe 
that Edward, bom and trained for the 
throne, would willingly have given up 
so much—an Empire—merely for the 
sake of a twice-divorced American 
woman, whose charms were anyway 
not especially evident. So a conspiracy 
was invented, headed by the Prime 
Minister and the Archbishop of Can¬ 
terbury. And a motive was invented 
—that Edward was too “radical”, too 
“modern”, and that the Establishment 
had been determined to get rid of him. 

The only real reason for thinking 
of Edward as in some way left-wing 
was the sympathy which he had 
shown, during a journey through 


South Wales, for out-of-work 
miners. He was genuinely moved by 
what he saw. “Something must be 
done,” he said. But when he said it, 
he already knew that he was -goingja 
abdicate and would be in no position 
to help anybody. 

His attitude to the Monarchy was 
and-Establishment to the extent that 
he kicked against the rules. He talked 
loudly and critically about his Cabinet 
Ministers and was inclined to make 
unconstitutional interventions. He 
found his routine dudes irksome, and 
was not always courteous in fulfilling 
them. But his own polidcal views were 
by no means lefdsh. He was “against 
too much slipshod democracy” and, 
in later life, expressed admiradon for 
America’s reacdonary Senator Barry 
Goldwater. 

Edward could be, and often was, 
immensely charming. But he was con- 
sistendy loyal only to that one woman 
who—as the Prime Minister, Stanley 
Baldwin, said—^had “bewitched” him. 

His love for Mrs. Wallis Simpson, 
and his determinadon to marry her, 
came to possess him so completely 
that they pushed all other considera- 
dons out of his mind. For several 
years before the abdicadon she was 
his constant companion. He gave her 
lavish presents; she acted as his 
hostess and scolded him when she 
thought he was behaving badly. He 
enjoyed being dominated by her. 

The general assumpdon, at first, 
was that Mrs. Simpson was merely 
his “lady of the moment”. The Royal 
Family didn’t realise his intendons 
until it was too late. When Queen 
Mary pleaded with him to give up 
Mrs. Simpson rather than the throne, 
he simply repeated, over and over 
again: “All that matters is our hap¬ 
piness.” 

To be the King’s mistress was a 
tradidonal and honourable posidon in 
Bridsh society. If Edward had been 
content with such an arrangement 
(and Baldwin, among others, urged it 
on him), there would have been no 
trouble. But he was determined on 
marriage. 

One of the most astonishing aspects 
of the whole affair, from today’s point 
of view, was that the story should 
have been kept out of Bridsh news¬ 
papers for so long. TTie foreign Press 
was revelling in it. 

Obviously the Bridsh Press couldn’t 
be muzzled much longer. With a 
major consdtudonal crisis imminent, 
Baldwin consulted everybody con¬ 
cerned—his colleagues in the Gov¬ 
ernment, the Labour Party, opinion in 
the consdtuencies and the Dominions 
overseas. The answer (except, as 
Atdee said, for “a few of the intelli¬ 
gentsia who could be trusted to take 
the wrong view on any subject”) was 
unanimous. Edward co^d be King, or 
he could marry Mrs. Simpson. Not 
both. 

He hit on a desperate plan to turn 
the tables. He would appeal dircedy 
to the pe^le in a broackrast modelled 
on President Roosevelt’s “fireside 
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who gave all for love 
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chats”. Eagerly he drafted the script. 
But then the Establishment, con¬ 
cerned to save the Monarchy rather 
than the Monarch, really did close in 
on him. He was told such a broadcast 
would be unconstitudonal. 

When finally, at his own insistence, 
he came to the microphone and deliv¬ 
ered his famous broadcast from 
Windsor Castle, it was as an ex-King, 
explaining his abdication and saying 
goodbye. A few hours later he lx)arded 
the ship which was to take him into 
exile. 

The result of this drama, which 
shook all England, was paradoxical. 
The Monarchy has been greatly 
strengthened and modernised, al¬ 
though not in the way that Edward’s 
admirers expected. He would not have 
been a good King and (the whole 
point of the story) Mrs. Simpson 
would hardly have been conceivable 
as Queen. Instead, Britain was sud¬ 
denly blessed with an excellent King 
and a charming Queen. 

The Royal Family has retained its 
dignity and its constitutional propri¬ 
ety : and to millions of ordinary 
people, through the medium of tele¬ 
vision, it has come to represent some¬ 
thing increasingly rare and precious 
in the modern world—a devoted 
Christian family. 


i My 
admiration 
for Queen 
I Mary-by 
1 Greer Garson 



ABOUT THE little things of life, Greer 
^ Garson at least remains meticu¬ 
lously English. Her sixth-floor flat in 
Hollywood does its best to evoke the 
interior of a manor house in Sussex. 
The walls are covered with paintings 
and the living-room is dominated by 
a large, open hearth. Robert, the 
English butler, serves champagne, en¬ 
quires about Chelsea Football Qub 
and confides his hopes of retiring to 
the Isle of Wight. But after 35 
years of living 
there, Greer Gar¬ 
son herself has a 
way of life which 
is as American as 
her third hus¬ 
band’s Texas oil 
wells. The flat is 
one of )))> > , 


Left: Queen Mary 
in 1917. Right: 
Greer Garson, 
who plays the 
Queen in Crown 
^ Matrimonial. 
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^Queen Mary had immense devotion to duty’ 


continued I three homes. Most of 
Greer’s time is divided between a 
mansion in Dallas, Texas, and a catde 
ranch in New Mexico, where she says 
she mends fences, rounds-up steers 
and rides a white horse which she 
calls “Ho Hum Silver”. 

It is a remarkable transformation 
for a woman who began her working 
life earning £4 a week in Birmingham 
Repertory Theatre. 

At 65, she is still striking. Her hair, 
once raven, is orange-pink. Green eyes 
gaze out from a still-classic face and 
her figure is that of a woman much 
younger. She is visibly very much 
the actress who, in 1940, Hollywood 
chose to project as the essence of 
English womanhood—genteel, thor¬ 
oughbred, carefully-spoken, but liable 
to be “awfully strong” when danger 
looms. An image manufactured for 
America, but greatly relished by us in 
the austere war years and after. 

“In 1940,” she told me, “shordy 
after I first arrived in Hollywood, I 
used to pray: ‘Forgive me for being 
safe over here’. After six months I 
even decided I must go back. I went 
to the British Consul in Los Angeles, 
but he said, ‘What could you do?’ I 
told him I would run a soup kitchen, 
or drive an ambulance. 

“However, he told me I would be 
more useful where I was. I later 
heard that Winston Churchill said 
one film like Mrs. Miniver was more 
useful than a flotilla of destroyers. 

“It was extraordinary what an im¬ 
pact that film made throughout the 
world. Everywhere I went I was Mrs. 
Miniver, or Madame Miniver, or La 
Signora Miniver. I got tired of it. But 
I have since come to be grateful—^few 
actresses have the luck to play a char¬ 
acter which captures people’s affec¬ 
tion and memory so much.” 

Ironically, when Greer Garson 
made a rare working visit to England 
earlier this year to record London 
Weekend Television’s production of 
Crown Matrimonial, the country was 
in a state of almost warlike blackout. 
There was the three-day week, power 
cuts which threw shops, theatres and 
houses into darkness, and a rail strike 
which made travel chaotic. Greer 
went into paroxysms of nostalgia. She 
also went down with flu and missed 
rehearsals. 

“I had brought some longjohns 
from California but they didn’t keep 
me warm at all. What an admiration 
I have for the British people, the way 
they put up with things. Tliey are 
so courageous and good-humoured.” 

Of her part in Crown Matrimonial 
she says: “The play is reaUy a tribute 
to Queen Mary’s courage, affection 
and high principles at the time of her 
son, Edward VIII’s, abdication. She 
had immense devotion to duty. 

“I am still a great royalist. I think 
British people have two families, their 
own and the Royal Family. I am de¬ 
voted to both. I am very possessive 
about the Royal Family. I believe they 
are a unifymg and heart-warming 
factor in British life.” 

Her own family life is the main 
reason why she is not keen to travel 
abroad, or accept work which entails 
spending long periods away from 
home. “I was originally offered the 
part of Queen Mary in the Broadway 



Greer Garson as Mrs, Miniver (1942) with co-star Walter Pidgeon, and Christopher Severn and Clare Sanda 


production of the play, but I turned it 
down. It would have meant being too 
long away from home, and I don’t like 
being apart from my husband.” 

He is E. E. “Buddy” Fogelson, oil 
tycoon, racehorse owner and rancher, 
to whom she has been married for 25 
years. The silver wedding was a few 
months ago. The success of the mar¬ 
riage is also the reason for the sub¬ 
duing of her active independent 
career. 

“We met at a cocktail party given 
by the Peter Lawfords,” she says. “He 
invited me to meet him again for din¬ 
ner, but I turned him down. Then, 
suddenly, I had second thoughts and 
sent him an invitation to Sunday 
lunch. He was so delighted he sent 
the Lawfords a taxi-full of flowers. 

“We had a long and stormy court¬ 
ship. I didn’t want to get married. I 
had been unhappily married twice 
already, and we were from two dif¬ 
ferent worlds.” 

Greer’s first husband was a judge 
in the Indian Qvil Service, and the 
second was actor Richard Ney, who 
played her son in Mrs. Miniver, But 
it was third time lucky for her. “It 
was a bit late in life, but we have 
made up for it. People said it wouldn’t 
last six weeks, and even I can hardly 
believe we have been happy for so 
long. I was very lucky to meet Buddy; 
he has broadened my life.” 

Greer Garson comes, she says, 
“from a long line of parsons and 
doctors. The name Garson comes 
from the Orkneys—^we are descended 
from the Vikings who settled there. 
My mother’s name is Greer, and her 
family hails from Northern Ireland. 

“I still have my cousins in Scotland. 
I had an uncle who was head surgeon 
to three Qyde shipyards, and his son 
is now a doctor in Prestwick. I like 
Scotland very much, and I once even 
took Buddy to see Rob Roy’s grave. 

“My family wanted me to become 



Greer leads a “nigged” life at 
her husband’s New Mexico ranch 


a teacher, but I was the black sheep. 
I wanted to be an actress since I was 
a little girl—I think I got it from my 
mother—and I always felt I would 
take a gamble on acting. 

“Unfortunately, my father, who 
worked in an impon-export company, 
died when I was very young. I had no 
money and no influence, and I had to 
seize my drama training where I 
could.” 

She became, in fact, a researcher 
for the Encyclopaedia Britannica after 
graduating at London University. 
Later she became a public relations 
officer for an advertising agency in 
London. 

Eventually she got started at Bir¬ 
mingham Rep. She was offered a job 
cleaning the stage and filling in with 
small bit parts. Later she appeared in 
the West End of London, where she 
was spotted as a potential film actress. 

Louis B. Mayer, head of Metro- 
Goldwyn-Maycr, noticed her in a play 
with the late Hugh Williams (father 
of Simon Williams, who starred in 
Upstairs, Downstairs) and sent an 
emissary backstage to see her. 

Greer finds the recollection amus¬ 
ing. “I had no idea who Mr. Mayer 
was. I had ordered some dress material 
and I thought he must be calling 


about that. I said, ‘Tell him I will see 
him tomorrow’. 

“Finally they explained who Mr. 
Mayer was, and I was invited to join 
him for diimer at the Savoy. I said 
I would have to telephone my mother. 

“My mother said, ‘Don’t sign any¬ 
thing, dear, and don’t be late. Remem¬ 
ber you have a matinee tomorrow’. 

“At the dinner Mr. Mayer showed 
me an American banknote, which I 
had never seen before. 

“I asked him if I could keep it as a 
memento. He said, ‘Not that one’. 
Apparently it was a 100-dollar bill. 
But he gave me a dollar and I still 
have it in my strongbox. 

“He told me, ‘Young lady, we think 
you have a future in pictures’. I said 
I had spoiled every family photograph 
I had ever been in, but he insisted I 
do a screen test. Afterwards, I ran 
out of the theatre when it was 
shown. I thought it was dreadful.” 

She was contracted to go to Holly¬ 
wood, however, and within a year 
she was an international star. 

She says she always hated making 
films, and now that part of her 
life is in the background, she is very 
happy. “Most of my time is spent in 
Dallas. It is quite a cultural city. I 
am very involved with the opera, the 
orchestra, the ballet and the museum.” 

In the town of Sante Fe, New 
Mexico, there is even a Greer Garson 
Theatre. 

Life on the ranch is most exhilar¬ 
ating of all for her. “It is rugged, and 
stark, and the air is like wine. The 
old Sante Fe trail runs through the 
ranch and we have one of the oldest 
Red Indian villages on the American 
continent. 

“Buddy has pioneered a new breed 
of cattle without horns. He is a 
remarkable man. One of that rugged 
breed of wildcats who went off and 
searched for oil. They are great 
gamblers. So are the Garsons.” 
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A VINTAGE American “Indian” 
motor-cycle leaned against 
, a wall at the Dreamland 
Amusement Park in Margate, Kent. 
Nearby a group of leather-clad en¬ 
thusiasts admired it. Then a girl 
came along and wheeled it away. 

“Where are you riding that— 
Brands Hatch?” the lads called. 
“No,” she replied. “Up a waU.” 
And, from the safety of your arm¬ 
chair, you can see Yvonne Stagg 
doing just that in February, riding 
it round a Wall of Death, when the 
holiday programme Wish You Were 
Here , , . ? visits Margate. 

Co-presenter Judith Chalmers 
saw it from the centre of the ring, 
with Yvonne belting round hori¬ 
zontally a few feet above her head. 
Even Judith, skilled at facing eccen¬ 
tric situations with an apt word and 
a winning smile, was almost speech¬ 
less. 

“So long as I don’t have to 
do it . . .” she managed. 

Judith and colleague Jim Lloyd 
covered 27,000 miles between April 
and October, looking for things to 
do in 26 holiday areas of Britain, 
Europe, North Africa and North 
America. 

Judith took her children to 
Margate. As a wife and mother, she 
knows the problems of planning a 
family holiday—here or abroad— 
with money tight, tours getting 
dearer and school holidays to con¬ 
sider. So Wish You Were Here . . .? 
concentrates on how to cut holiday 
costs. Book a bungalow-type tent 
set up on a camp site, for instance, 
or visit a family holiday village in 
France. Or there are centres in 
Britain with entertainment built into 
the prices. Another tip is to cut the 
cost of travel by tal^g trains or 
coaches. 

Judith believes many people will 
be looking anxiously for guidance 
on holidays this year, seeing new 
ideas and new places to go. More 


than ever they will want value for 
money. 

You cannot replace a ruined holi¬ 
day. Even if you have your money 
refunded, you have lost the one big 
break of the year for which you have 
saved and planned. Many holidays, 
though, are spoiled because people 
book trips that don’t suit them. 
What delights the Jones’s might not 
suit you. Which is why Judith and 
Jim will be presenting a wide choice 
of different types of holiday. 

To those who work on travel pro¬ 
grammes every jealous friend asks: 
“What is it like being on holiday 
six months of the year ?” The 
answer is: “Fun—and very ex¬ 
hausting.” You get a suntan, but 
could equally well get ulcers. You 
never relax. 

Wish You Were Here ... .^ is on- 
the-spot TV, shot wherever possible 


on video-tape with electronic 
cameras, so that the director can sit 
in a scaled-down studio carried on a 
lorry and see through scanners 
everything that happens. The idea 
is to show not ordy what holiday 
resorts look like, but what you can 
do when you get there—from shark¬ 
fishing off Fdmouth, Cornwall, to 
cooking yourself eve^y all over on 
a Yugoslav naturist beach. 

The choices, in fact, are almost 
endless. You can visit a holiday 
camp in Scotland, a futuristic 
French equivalent in Brittany, a 
Tudor farmhouse with a romantic 
legend in Cornwall, a dude ranch in 
Anzona—and there are scores more 
varieties. 

These things can’t be shown by 
talking from a studio chair. To 
show gliding, for instance, you must 
go up in a glider. And that is just 


IT’S TOUGH 
BEING ON 
HOUDAY 
SIX MONTHS 
AYEAR... 


by ARTHUR EPERON 


what Judith Chalmers did outside 
the Aviemore centre in Scotland, 
where you can learn sports like ice- 
skating, dry ski-ing, pony-trekking, 
sailing, climbing, canoeing, and 
salmon and trout fishing. Judith had 
a go at all of them. 

The area is perfect for gliding, 
because up-currents of air can carry 
you right over mountain peaks. 
Judith was just telling programme 
direaor Roy Lomas—over the radio 
telephone—how peaceful and beauti¬ 
ful it was up there when she sud¬ 
denly saw a lot of sky. The instructor 
sitting behind her was “looping the 
loop”. Judith shut her eyes and 
mouth tight. She didn’t want Lomas 
to hear her yelp. 

Judith is going back to Aviemore 
—to catch a salmon and go solo in a 
glider. She wants to go back to 
Amsterdam, too, and Arizona. The 
temperature there was more than 
100 deg. F. when they set off on 
horseback, wearing wide-brimmed 
hats and with equipment loaded on 
mules, to shoot the final scenes up a 
mountain. The sun was setting as 
Lomas called “cut” for the last time 
on the series. “As I turned away 
from the cameras and saw that 
beautiful mountain sunset, I 
thought: ‘This can’t be the end— 
I’ve got to come back,’ ” says Judith 
Chalmers. 

Jim Lloyd will also have a go at 
anything at a moment’s notice. His 
most pleasant surprise was Malta— 
more friendly, historically interest¬ 
ing and attractive than he had 
imagined, and he is going back, 
especially to do underwater explora¬ 
tion in the incredibly clear sea. 























The' Canterville Ghosty as played by David Niven (see 
page 78), is somethijag of a joke, **a bit of a ham”. 
But some people—such as Telly Savalas and Tommy 
Steele—take the subject of ghosts much more seriously 


T elly savalas tells this strange 
tale: “About 20 years ago I ran 
out of petrol at three in the 
morning in a remote part of Long 
Island off New York. I went into a 
coffee shop and was told to walk 
through some woods to a freeway, 
where Fd be able to get petrol from 
a garage. 

“As I was walking, I heard someone 
ask me in a high voice if I wanted a 
lift. I saw a guy in a black Cadillac. I 
got in, he drove to the petrol station, 
loaned me a dollar for the gas and 
drove me back to the car. I insisted he 
wrote down his name and address, so 
I could return the money.*’ 

Before he drove off, the stranger 
told Savalas he knew Harry Agannis, 
a famous athlete in Boston. The re¬ 
mark was of little significance to 
Savalas—^until next morning. There, 
in the morning newspaper, was the 
news that the athlete had died in 
mysterious circumstances, 400 miles 
away, at the exact moment Savalas 
had met the stranger. 

“I took out the piece of paper the 
guy had written on. I put through a 
telephone call, asked to speak to him 
and a woman said: Ts this some kind 
of a joke ? You’re asking for my hus¬ 
band and he’s been dead for three 
years.’ ” 

Savalas decided he had to meet the 
woman and took the piece of paper. 
“The handwriting was her husband’s. 
I described the clothes he was wearing 
in the Cadillac and she said they were 
the clothes that he had been 
buried in.” 

Whatever one’s views on ghosts, 
most people will admit to some ex¬ 
perience for which they have no 
explanation. 

Interest in ghosts has lived down 
the ages, aided by fear of the im- 
known, curiosity, cases recorded and 
man’s attempts to widen his know¬ 
ledge. 

And today it is becoming more 
difficult to shrug off ghost stories, 
because ghost-hunting is becoming a 
serious business. 

Already in England, several adult 
education courses in ghost-huntmg 
are available and a degree course in 
ghost-hunting will be on offer for the 
first time at a university next year—in 
Luxembourg. 

More th^ 1,500 ghost sightings 


in England are being followed up 
by the Institute of Psycho-Physical 
Research at Oxford. 

Acknowledged as one of Britain’s 
most respect^ ghost-hunters is An¬ 
drew Green, who lives in an 18th- 
century house, reputedly haimted, 
at Robertsbridge, in Sussex. His re¬ 
putation has been gained over 25 
years and numerous investigations of 
phenomena, since he took a picture of 
a house in Ealing, Middlesex, in 1944. 

The building in Montpelier Road— 
it has now been demolished—^had a 
70ft. tower and a macabre record of 20 
suicides and one murder. 

Green’s camera captured an extra¬ 
ordinary picture. “When it was 
developed it showed the image of a 
young girl sitting at the empty win¬ 
dow,” he says. “One of the tower 
suicides had been that of a 12-year- 
old girl. 

“It was that picture, I suppose. 


which sparked off my interest in 
ghosts.” 

Since then he has become a leading 
authority and has written several 
books based on his investigations. 

The first lesson to be learned, says 
Green, is not to turn up at a haunt^ 
house and try to coax the ghost to 
appear. “You can’t say: ‘Please, I want 
to see a ghost.’ You can’t expect them 
to turn on and off like a light. I 
don’t know of more than two cases 
where people have seen ghosts like 
that.” 

He relates two instances in which 
he believes he himself saw ghosts. “I 
was staying with a friend after World 
War Two, when I woke up to see a 
fox terrier in my room. Then it was 
gone.” There were no dogs in the 
house, but 12 years before, the former 
owners of the house had lost theirs in 
a car accident. 

The second occasion was when 


Green was staying at a guest-house. “I 
woke up and saw a young boy stand¬ 
ing by my bed with a cup of tea. I 
took a sip and the boy was gone.” 
Green was astonished to learn from 
the landlady later that no young boys 
worked for her at the guest-house. 
Then he heard a possible explanation: 
there had been a suicide in the bed¬ 
room. 

It is cases like these which contri¬ 
bute to mounting evidence that ghosts 
may exist, not least in Britain, where 
more than 100 cases are reported every 
year. 

But while science continues to 
make strides, ghost-hunters still face 
the old problem of how to establish 
proof. 

For the amateur hunter it can be a 
costly pursuit, with little or no reward. 
No longer is it good enough to have 
an ear for clanking chains and an eye 
for anything whiter than pale. The 
well-equipped ghost-hunter today has 
a camera with flash and tripod, an 
infira-red telescope, tape-recorder, 
cine camera and other trappings which 
can set him back £4,500. Even then 
proof can be hard to obtain. 

But those who believe can add 
weight to their argument by citing the 
famous—^Telly Savalas, Sir Winston 
Churchill (who is reputed to have 
seen a ghost in a Government 
building), several Drury Lane stars 
who have seen “a man in grey” walk¬ 
ing round the circle . . . and Tommy 
Steele. 

Steele recoimts this story. “When I 
was 16 I was paralysed from the 
waist down—^the result of an attack of 
peritonitis—^and taken to Guy’s 
Hospital, in London. They thou^t 
I’d be dead by the morning and I 
was taken into a room full of old 
people. 

“Behind the screen round my 
bed I could hear a child’s voice 
giggling, then a coloured ball landed 
on the bed. I could move my arm so I 
threw it back. I went back to sleep 
and next morning, when they took the 
screens away, I was cured. 

“I had a brother, Rodney, who 
died when I was three. The two of us 
were inseparable until then. And, al¬ 
though I didn’t remember it at the 
time, my mother told me that his 

favourite game was throwing a ball to 
>» 


VOUR VOTES ARE VOUR APPLAUSE 
FOR THE TV TOP 10 



HOW MANY TIMES this year have you 
seen a television performance so good 
that you wanted to stand up and 
applaud ? An actor or actress who really 
moved you, a comedian who had you 
holding your sides, a singer who truly 
had you swinging ? Now’s your chance 
to give that applause—by voting for 
your TV Top 10 stars of 1974. 

Find a pen and study the coupon on the right. 
You’ll see there are five categories, with the award 
for a man and woman in each. T^ee of the cate¬ 
gories—^for The Funniest Person on Television, 
The Most Exciting Singer on Television and for the 
Best TV Actor and Actress—are straightforward. 
But make sure the stars you vote for have appeared 
on television this year. 

When you vote for The Most Compulsive TV 
Characters remember the awards are for the parts. 


not the stars who played them. For instance, last 
year they went to Hadleigh, the North Country 
squire portrayed by Gerald Harper, and to Helen, 
the role of Alison Fiske in Helen—A Woman of 
Today, (Alison also collected the award for The 
Best TV Actress.) 

Then there’s the category for your Favourite TV 
Personalities. Here you have unlimited scope be¬ 
cause you can vote for anybody on television—a 
newscaster, perhaps, and one of The Golden Shot 
girls. Or a favourite weather forecaster ? 

The choices are yours. And they arc important 
ones, because these arc the awards the stars value 
most—^not the praise of the critics but the applause 
of you, the viewer. 

When you have completed the coupon, send it to: 
TV Top 10, TVTimes, P.O. Box 40, Kettering, 
Northants., to arrive not later than January 13,1975. 
Don’t delay. VOTE NOW. 


fMAKE YOUR CHOICE. Send to: 
j TV Top 10, TVTimes, P.O. Box 40, 
I Kettering, Northants. _ 


j Most 
■ Compulsive 

1 TV Character 

Man. 

Woman. 

j Funniest 

1 Person 

1 on TV 

Man. 

Woman. 

1 Most 

Man 

1 Exciting 

1 Singer on TV 

Woman. 

1 The Best TV 

Man. 

1 Actor and 

1 Actress 

Woman .. 

1 My Favourite 

1 TV 

1 Personality 

Man. 

Woman. 


I Name .. 
i Address 
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Lions share the 




Joy Adamson 
(above) wrote 
her best¬ 
selling book 
Born Free in 
1960. Since 
then the story 
of Elsa the 
lioness has 
spawned 10 
books, seven 
films and 
now a major 
television 
series, which 
receives its 
ITV premiere 
on Boxing 
Day. PETER 
GENOWER 
looks at the 
history of 
the Born 
Free legend 










profits 


...from one of the most 
moving stories ever told 



N ight after night 
during the Kenyan 
dry season of 1956, 
a strange clattering 
sound competed 
with the crickets 
and hyenas outside 
the chief game warden’s home at 
Isiolo, in the wild Northern Frontier 
Distria. 

Joy Adamson was typing one of 
the most extraordinary stories ever 
written— Bom Free, the account of 
how she and her husband reared a 
female lion cub called Elsa, and then 
painstakingly re-educated her to live 
as a wild animal. 

What Mrs. Adamson did not 
know* was that her book, which she 
later had to hawk around a score of 
London publishers before Collins 
saw its potential, would sell two mil¬ 
lion copies in 30 languages and pro¬ 
voke a chain of spin-offs: 10 books, 
seven films, documentaries and an 
explosion of interest in wildlife all 
over the world. 

Now the book becomes a tele¬ 
vision series. Filmed in Kenya over 
seven months this year, at a stagger¬ 
ing cost of 350,000 dollars (about 
£130,000) per episode, it stars Diana 
Muldaur and Gary Collins as Joy 
and George Adamson, and 14 lions 
of various ages play Elsa, the real 
star of the show. Tlie lions, ironic¬ 
ally, were imported from American 
zoos because there is now a law in 
Kenya which forbids the private 
ownership of wild animals. 

In Bom Free there is no Tarzan 
aping through the undergrowth, no 
white hunter dragging his way 
through the swamps with a rifle. 
The conservation theme of Joy 
Adamson’s book is heavily empha¬ 
sised and Joy herself vetted each 
script. Although each episode is a 
self-contained adventure story, there 


IS 


a continuing message that man 
must try to preserve wildlife if he 
wants to preserve himself. 

When filming began in April, 
wilh the 50-strong film unit taking 
over the Marina Hotel 65 miles out 
of Nairobi, all the scenes involving 
lions and aaors together were shot 
inside a large fenced area. Anyone 
not directly working on a particular 
scene had to shut himself up in a 
Land-Rover in case of trouble. 

While cameras turned in the 
compound, another unit was driving 
through the bush filming wild 
animal sequences. Camping over¬ 
night in a game reserve, one 
cameraman left his tent for a breath 
of fresh air and found himself eye- 
to-eye with a rhino. On another 
occasion a member of the unit had 
his leg grazed by a flying spear 
when he tried to photograph a 
Masai tribesman before getting per¬ 


mission. 


Everyone in the unit was inocu* 
lated against typhoid, cholera, 
yellow fever, smallpox and hepa¬ 
titis, and a full-time nurse armed 
with painkiller and snake-bite 
antidotes was in attendance 
throughout filming. In the event, 
the team made the series with a 
surprising lack of trouble. 

Diana is the third actress to por¬ 
tray % Joy Adamson, succeeding 
Virginia McKenna in the film of 
Bom Free (1964) and Susan Hamp¬ 
shire in the sequel. Living Free, 
released in 1971. 

When Virginia McKenna took the 


part, with her husband Bill Travers 
playing George Adamson, she spent 
10 weeks getting to know the 25 
lions who appeared as Elsa in the 
film — a number of them being 
Scots Guards mascots. “After a few 
weeks I found them irresistible,” 
said Virginia. “They had enormous 
friendliness and warmth, and in¬ 
dividual charaaers. The initial fear 
of working with wild animals was 
soon overcome by their genuine 
acceptance of me. 

“Personally, I’m delighted the 
story is being continued because I 
believe it carries a vital message for 
us all. If it helps us to respea animals 
I think it helps to promote love all 
round — even between people.” 

So absorbed were Virginia 
McKenna and Bill Travers in the 
making of the Bom Free film that 
they began their own commercial 
offshoots on the Elsa theme. Bill 
Travers made a documentary about 
the filming of Bom Free, called 
The Lions Are Free, and on return¬ 
ing to London after the film he 
happened to walk into a junk shop 
in Chelsea to find the owners playing 
with a young lion cub, an impulsive 
buy from Harrods’ pet department. 
Knowing that the lion would one 
day grow too big for the King’s 
Road, Travers, Virginia and the cub’s 
owners worked out a scheme to take 
the animal back to Kenya and re¬ 
habilitate it, Elsa-style, in its natural 
habitat. The / continued overleaf 


Left: the TV Adamsons, 
played by Diana Muldaur 
and Gary Collins for the 
Bom Free series. Right: 
Susan Hampshire, Nigel 
Davenport and Tlsa’ 
the film Living Free. 
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W)uldift it be nice 
to have people wonder 
how young you are? 


As time passes it comes 
as a pleasant suprise to 
see just how young women are 
managing to stay these days.... 
when most of the world’s 
famous beauties are nearer 
45 than 25. 

Of course, today we know 
more about diet, health, and skin 
care, and as a result, most of us 
can expect to be young and vital 
at an age when our mother’s 
generation were already 
middle-aged. 

One advance has been a 
substance which so exactly 
resembles the skin’s own natural 
moisture, it can penetrate deep 
down, to replace vital moisture 
deep in the epidermis. This 
substance, called ‘Oil ofUlay’*, 
smooths away tiny lines and 


wrinkle-dryness; eases that tight, 
dry feeling, and leaves the skin 
smooth, radiant and alive. 

And ‘Oil of Ulay’ has a light, 
fresh, greaseless texture that 
penetrates without rubbing, and 
without leaving a greasy build-up 
on the skin. 

Just smooth a thin film of 
‘Oil of Ulay’ beauty fluid into the 
face and neck two or three times 
a day, under make-up or on 
its own, patting it gently into the 
thin delicate skin around the 
eyes. Feel your skin drink it in, 
in seconds. And watch your face 
stay younger... year after year 
after year. 


aiofULAY 


For further information about 'Oil of Ulay' 
write to Garsalle, Shire Hill, Saffron V\felden. Essex. 


• Oil ol Ulay' is a registered trade-mark 



‘Woking with li<Mis...yoii 
are thrown in with them 
and you do your best’ 

called “an anim 


continue came off and the 
result was two more films —The 
Lion at Worldss End and Christum 
the Lion. 

When Susan Hampshire became 
the second beauty to take on the 
beast—with Nigel Davenport playing 
-she soon learned 


company 

trination course”. She spent every 
morning in a lion compound, first 
getting to know the cubs, gaining 
their confidence, and slowly graduat¬ 
ing to the fully-grown lionesses who 
would work with her in the series. 

“After a while I realised that work¬ 
ing with animals is the same as 
working with actors,” said Diana. 


George Adamson 
that the most important aspea of 
working with animals was that she 
must not, under any circumstances, 
let them know she was afraid. “At 
times there was no one within 300 
yards of myself and the lioness who 
could have come to my help,” said 
Susan. “For one scene a lioness 
aaually slept in my bed. I was lying 
down and at my most vulnerable, 
and her instina was to get on top 
of me. I had to sit up quickly and 
punch her away. It didn’t take , me 
long to learn that the golden rule is: 

I never run from a lion. Always go 
towards it.” 

In the professionally unenviable 
position of being the third actress to 
play Joy Adamson in 10 years, Diana 
Muldaur, having seen both Virginia’s 
and Susan’s performances, decided 
to go it alone and play it her own 
way when she began nfaking the tele¬ 


they are in. If they start slopping 
around, lying down or getting rest¬ 
less, it’s time to stop work. If you 
let it go any further, the ears go 
back, the snarling starts and then you 
could be in trouble.” . 

Today Joy and George Adamson 


still live near Naivasha, not far from 
Elsa’s grave at Meru, which is now 
a landmark and shrine for conserva¬ 
tionists. 

And the memory of the famous 
lioness lingers on in the shape of| 
the Elsa Wild Animal Appeal (the 
address of the fund is The Elsa Wild 
Animal Appeal, c/o The Charities 
Aid Fund, 26 Bedford Square, 
London W.C.l), which has raised 
thousands of pounds for the pro¬ 
tection of wild animals over the 
past few years. One of its main 
sources of income is Joy Adamson 


selves get the lion’s share of the 
profits from one of the most moving 
stories ever told. 


Virginia McKenna and Bill 
Travers starred as 
Joy and George Adamson 
on film, in Born Free. 
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Sally Geeson, 
of Bless 
This House, 
makes her 
final 

selection as 
guest cartoon 
editor* 


'Pass me the holly, will you—I 
left it on the inflatable chair" 




"George! It's peace on earth and 
goodwill to all men time, 
remember..." 


"I've got one card left. Who shall 
I send It to? Your mother, or 
Nigel's hamster ?" 


you're supposed to be wearing 
the wooden leg!" 


'On your marks! 
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NOTHING N THE BATTLE 
OF THE BARGES 

by JOHN DEANE POTTER 

After the New Yearns Day documentary. Battle Over Water, the Friesland area of the 
Netherlands will be famous for more than its dairy produce, its gin and its beautiful 
canals. ITV cameras spent two weeks this year looking at the barges, the places, and 
the people who come together annually for a festival of skutsje racing 






F ifty years ago, Dutch sailing 
barges known as skutsjes—they’re 
like floating clogs with vast can¬ 
vas sails—raced from northern Hol¬ 
land to the cities in the south with 
their valuable cargoes of sugar beet 
or peat. 

Today, diesel barges have taken 
over the burden of carrying the goods, 
but 14 of the gracious ancient craft 
survive and, every year, they gather 
on the Isselmeer inland lake for two 
weeks of furiously contested races— 
each boat sponsored by a local Fries¬ 
land town at a cost of £1,500. 

The preparations, the spectacle of 
the race and the booze-laden glow of 
the apres-sail celebrations are all 
packed into the documentary. 

But it’s a wonder the races ever 
reached the screen. When the Fries¬ 
land Race Committee heard that ATV 


wanted to film the event, the answer 
was a firm “no”. They had been put 
off by the behaviour of other Euro¬ 
pean television representatives. As one 
officid put it: “The Americans came 
wearing dark glasses in big cars and 
drank a lot of jinevre —Dutch gin. 
T^e French brought their women and 
tried to turn it into a party. And the 
less Said about the Italian TV people 
the better.” 

Only the insistence of ATV’s boat- 
loving producer Richard Wade and 
director Charles Lagus won the day. 
Both men sail boats on the Thames 
in their spare time, and planned to 
cover the skutsje race from Lagus’s 
own boat, Elicia, aft6r sailing it across 
the North Sea into Holland. 

Faced with the prospect of a pro¬ 
gramme made by men who under¬ 
stood the sailing business, the cautious 


committee agreed to co-operate— 
under one condition. The TV camera 
launch had to be piloted by one of 
the committee’s own men, someone 
who understood the perils of ap¬ 
proaching the heavy 60ft. barges 
travelling at 12 knots in strong winds, 
and each one capable of slicing a 
small boat in two. 

Their solution was to supply a 
veteran barge racer called Berend Hof. 
Sun-wrinkled, resolute, cigar-chomp¬ 
ing, he was (like many Dutch sailors) 
bom in a barge and had lived on 
board a craft all his life. And although 
he had heart trouble (his doctor 
had forbidden him to take part) 
he proved a natural. 

First, Richard Wade and Charles 
Lagus—^with Lagus’s 16-year-old son 
Toby, and Dutch production manager 
Roel Hartsuiker—had to get the 



you can’t give me the richest brandy in the world... 




Asbach 
The fine old 
five star 
brandy from 
the Rhine. 
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camera launch across the North Sea. 
As they sailed up the Dutch coast the 
weather turned bad. Twelve miles out 
of Amsterdam their rudder broke in 
two. 

“It was a dangerous time,” said 
Wade. “We pulled up two floorboards 
and managed to steer, using them like 
paddles, turning the flat side to the 
water when we wanted to turn.” 

In the nearest port they were lucky 
to buy a piece of mahogany of the 
right size and an 82-year-old boat- 
builder shaped a new rudder in a 
day for the bargain price of £38. 

At the small town of Sneek—^where 
barge racers were gathering for the 
first events—the television team 
moored the camera boat and hired a 
caravan as an operations centre near 
the edge of the lake. 

Because the races took place each 
day in a different port, the caravan 
was driven across the flat, canal- 
streaked countryside to the next 
venue, and the boat accompanied the 
racing barges to the starting line. 

Most of the crews on the sailing 
barges work full-time on diesel craft. 
They know no other home—all their 
furniture and belongings, wives, 
children, and pets remain afloat and 
on the move all year round. But they 
live for those few glorious days in 
autumn when they forgo diesel for 
sail and wrestle with the heavy main¬ 
sail booms, while their families follow 
on behind in an armada of powered 
barges. 

Some of the crews are quietly 
dedicated, getting on with the business 
of sailing in near silence. Others, re¬ 
inforced with a few bottles of spirit, 


make noisy fun as the race starts. But 
all the crews have one common 
interest: to win I 

Even in the hands of some of the 
most skilful sailors in the world, the 
racing barges have their dramatic 
moments. Last year one of the Dutch 
skippers fell overboard and died of a 
heart attack. His fellow captains were 
unanimous about his fate: ^That is 
the way he would have wished to go** 
they said, a tinge of envy in their 
voices. 

During one of this year’s races, 
three men fell overboard after a heavy 
collision, one a skipper. Ashe struggled 
in the water, one of the members on 
a following barge jabbed a boathook 
into his thick jersey and hauled him 
on deck. So he finished the race as a 


crew member of a rival boat. And he’s 
still trying to live it down—such is the 
rivalry between crews. 

This fanaticism for the races goes 
so far that last year one skipper, 
bitterly disappointed in defeat, sank 
into a sulky depression for several 
days. He sat alone on his barge—^feet 
up on a table, sipping Beerenburg, 
Friesland-stylc gin blended with 
herbs. While he sat staring into space, 
his wife and daughters had to scrub 
the floors and clean the furniture 
around him, terrified in case they 
should suddenly interrupt his orgy of 
despondency. 

This devotion to the races—and 
especially to winning—^is vividly 
illustrated in the documentary, as 
cameras, manned by a Radio NcAer- 


land crew under Charles Lagus’s 
direction, followed the festival every 
day from a variety of small ports. 

Fourteen boats, each representing a 
different town, competed for trophies 
and cash prizes—apart from that all- 
important prestige—donated by the 
Dutch tourism ministry. Each boat 
carried' 10 to 12 men, and races lasted 
around two hours every day. Apart 
from the big prizes for finishing in 
the first three ^tcr overall points had 
been added up, after the two week 
series, there were awards for the best- 
kept boat and the boat with the most 
original fittings. 

For the crew who carry off the 
overall prize, it means a triumphant 
return to their home town and a year 
of unchallenged recognition. 

Whether this unique annual event 
continues, or Richard Wade’s film 
becomes a memory in the archives, 
depends on the bargees solving two 
big problems in the coming years. 

The youngest of the skippers taking 
part is over 40, and youngsters, versed 
only in the art of handling the lighter 
diesel boats in commercid use, don’t 
want to get involved with the slmtsjes. 
Even if the Dutch find the manpower 
to keep a great tradition going, there 
is now a chronic shortage of the extra¬ 
thick canvas required for the sails. 
There is none in Holland and sailors 
have searched Europe without success. 
As a last resort, they have approached 
Red China in the hope of buying 
some heavy sail cloth used by junks. 
So far, there has been no reply and 
the future of the colourful art of 
skutsje racing is now sailing desper¬ 
ately close to the wind. 
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“Oh no! 

All over n^ nice clean floor” 

Have you ever had one of'those’ days? 

The kids tramp over your clean kitchen floor in 
their wellies, the washing machine goes wrong 
and the door-bell never stops ringing. 

No wonder you feel tired, and sometimes 
get a headache! TTiat’s when Yeast-vite can help. 


Yeast-Vite’s soothing action works gently to clear 
nagging headaches so the'weary’feeling is 
lifted and you’re yourself again. 


^feast-vite understands 


Smashing tea,Mum’ 
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Her^s 

where 

James 

C^ney 

is black 
and 

beautiful 

ARTHUR Mitchell's Dance 
Theatre of Harlem, barely 
five years old, performed in 
London last s umm er for an 
. applauded season and ran 
away with the notices for this 
year’s Royal Variety Per¬ 
formance. On Sunday, 
December 29, Granada Tele¬ 
vision presents The Dance 
Theatre of Harlem — three 
ballets from their repertoire. 
The programme is not on the 
man but on the result of the 
man’s work, which is how 
Mitchell wodd want it. Still, 
viewers will get a chance to 
take in some of his grace and 


vitality when he introduces 
and links the items. 

Qassical ballet for blacks 
with an ethnic mix: that is 
Dance Theatre of Harlem. 
For years a top dancer with 
George Balanchine’s presti¬ 
gious New York City Ballet, 
Arthur Mitchell broke away 
with two dancers and a group 
of kids to start his school and 
company in a garage with a 
tin roof that made everyone 
so hot they kept the door 
open: that’s how Mitchell 
began to reauit students 
from passers-by. Now he has 
over 1,000 pupils. 

For the past two years 
Dance Theatre of Harlem has 
owned its own home, com¬ 
plete with music school, 
dance degrees and washing 
machines. Mitchell seemed 
particularly proud of these, 
saying if anyone knew how 
to save a dollar, he did. And 
why use silk chiffon when 
nylon chiffon floats just as 
well, is half the price and can 
be dunked into a tub? “Any¬ 
how, the company is so beau¬ 
tiful physically we don’t need 
elaborate costumes.” 

In the control room at 
Granada Television’s studios 
in Manchester, Mitchell 
watched Paul Russell and 
Laura Brown dancing the 
pas de deux from Le Corsaire. 
“Fingers! Stretch!” he said, 
because although they 
couldn’t hear him he couldn’t 
help it. “Paul’s face is redder 
than his bexiy. Someone 
please get a tissue and wipe 
it. He looks like Hiawatha,” 
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EY ALIX COLEMAN 


Below: on set for 
the Granada 
Television pro¬ 
gramme The 
Dance Theatre 
of Harlem with, 
from left, dancers 
Paul Russell, 

Laura Brown and 
founder Arthur 
Mitchell, with 
director Peter Potter. 


announced Mitchell, laugh¬ 
ing his frequent, rasping, 
joyous laugh; a great sound. 
Handsome, efficient, deter- 
; mined and bossy with it, he 
says his biggest problem is 
coping with a^evement. 
“Do-gooders and hangers-on 
come out of the wall.’' It’s 
easy to see why. A man like 
Mitchell makes pet^le want 
him to want them. 

But that he will not have. 
“We’re trying to fight off the 
Kodachrome happenings of 
success; fighting to maintain 
the basic principles we set 
out with. I don’t want an 
artistic endeavour to turn in¬ 
to a business. Most of the 
rich business people I know 
are neurotic and they envy 
me. Getting involved with 
material things is to cover up 
insecurities within oneself.” 

One of MitAell’s most en¬ 
couraging pieces of informa¬ 


tion is that potential dancers 
don’t have to abandon the 
idea if they didn’t start 
pointing toes at the age of 
sht. “1 only began at 18 and 
1 was told I’d never make a 
dancer. I had no feet, no 
stretch—talk about the origi¬ 
nal 981b. weakling.” Now he 
looks slighter on screen than 
in life. His shoulders are 
burly. He has* a stamping 
walk, a taut, James Cagney 
swagger. It personifies his in¬ 
volvement, his being up on 
top with everything. That 
unused facilities drive him 
mad vitalises all around him. 
Where he is there is a con¬ 
stant input. 


Three shrewd, 
weary cookies 

mm lots 
(tf stamina 


FRANCIS MEGAHY skilfully 
brings out the more arid as¬ 
pects of master-strokes in 
ATV’s Boxing Day docu¬ 
mentary, Heroes of our 
Time?, subtitled A Study in 
Success, Producer/director 
Megahy went to some trouble 
to find three men he feels 
represent the son of success 
towards which our society is 
presently direaed: peddlers 
of pop music, men’s maga¬ 
zines and mass-market pro- 
duas on television. 

As prototypes, Megahy 
picked on Nigel Thomas, 
English, 27-year-old rock 
music entrepreneur who is 
about to launch his own 
record company in the 
United States to the tune of 
a million dollars. Ridley 
Scott is English, in his mid- 
30’s and he makes £25,000 
television commercials, most 
of which run for around 40 
seconds. The most successful 
commercials direaor in 
Europe, he earns £1,000 a 
day every time he chooses to 
roU his cameras. American 
publisher Bob Guccione, who 
dwells in some sort of 40’s of 
his own fashioning, runs 
Penthouse magazine, started 
in 1965 for a few hundred 
pounds and now reputedly 
worth £25 million. 

Much of the film is built 
around sustained interviews 
by Megahy who subdues his 
own somewhat abrasive tones 
to coax the utmost response 
out of these three s^ewd 
cookies. All arc quiet, articu¬ 
late, apparently immensely 
weary and deeply, submer- 
gedly energetic with an 
energy both basic and deve¬ 
loped; all believe stamina 
affeas the point at whidi 
they compromise. 

Megahy, who boiled down 
20 hours of frenzied filming 
into a suedna 60 minutes, 
says his film is not trying to 
preach. But he feels there is 
a myth around of what suc¬ 
cess is about and he would 
rather not promote it. “This 
isn’t a colour supplement 
about success and trendiness. 
I hope we give some insight 


into what these people have 
in common. It seems to me 
none of them are able to re¬ 
ject what they do although 
they don’t need that kind of 
money any more. It’s like a 
drug they can’t give up and 
they pay a price for their 
compulsions.” 

Nigel Thomas, who uses 
the word “music” for his 
produa, is cool, smiling, 
tired, non-stop. Smart without 
being too smart, with a fiat, 
classy voice, he says he is not 
acquisitive but likes a cenain 
life style. At one moment he 
is filmed giving an elegant 
dinner-party: “I rarely have 
an artist in the house. I don’t 
think it makes sense.” Qcver 
cameraman Chris Menges 
and crew bring to the 
brightly-honed gathering all 
the irony of a Fellini film. 
Thomas remarks dispassion¬ 
ately that 90 per cent of the 
people in his business are 
creeps. “Entertainment at- 
traas the scum of the earth. 
They think it’s easy money 
and it is.” Not for Thomas, 
though. His son believes 
Daddy’s office is a place 
Daddy lives in for eight 
months of the year. 

Ridley Scott avers success 
makes him paranoic to a cer¬ 
tain extent but stops him 
from too much self-question¬ 
ing. “It helps your confi¬ 
dence.” Scott doesn’t just 
work for money or as a step¬ 
ping-stone. Remarkably, he is 
conunined to advertising. 

Undoubtedly, most grip¬ 
ping of the three men is Bob 
Guccione, not least because 
he takes all the centrefold 
pictures for Penthouse and 
photographing pretty naked 
ladies in one’s o^ home 
while commissioning tough 
radical journalism to enfold 
them could be a lot of 
people’s wish-fulfillment fan¬ 
tasy. There is a sequence 
showing photographer Guc¬ 
cione at work, a surrogate 
predator. 

FraiKis Megahy reckons 
these heroes of our time are 
pretty worrying. “None of 
them do anything for fun.” 
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SATURDAY (evening): Duffy (James 
Mason, James Cobum, James Fox, 
Susannah York). 1968. Caper film in 
which twist piles on twist as four ad¬ 
venturers pl^ to relieve a millionaire 
of his money. John Alderton shines in 
a supporting role. 

SUNDAY (afternoon): Jazzboat (An¬ 
thony Newley, Anne Aubrey, James 
Booth, Lionel Jeffries, Leo McKern, 
Bemie Winters). 1960. This madcap 
musical comedy was made hot on the 
heels of Idol on Pamde, the film which 
shot Anthony Newley into the pop 
charts (with Vve Waited So Lmg) 
and enabled him to carve out a whole 
new career. But, apart from one 
number. Somebody to Love, this film 
concentrates on Newley’s comedy 
talents, casting him as an electrician 
who pretends to be a big-time crook. 
MONDAY (morning): Where There’s a 
Will (Will Hay). 1936. The great man 
is as delightful as ever, this time as a 
seedy lawyer instead of schoolteacher, 
who gets involved in a bank raid plot. 
Roly-poly Graham Moffatt (minus 
comedy parmer Moore Marriott) is 
on hand as Albert the office boy. 
MONDAY (afternoon): The Flying 
Fontaines (Michael Callan, Joan 
Evans. Evy Norlund). 1959. A circus 
melodrama with all the customary 
high-wire thrills and tension. 
MONDAY (afternoon): Hey There— 
It’s Yogi Bear. 1963. Feature-length 
machinations of the bear beloved to 
young watchers of the Huckleberry 
Hound series. (“Over to you, Boo- 
Boo”.) 

CHRISTMAS EVE (aftemoon): The 
Three Worlds of Gulliver (Kerwin 
Mathews). 1960. The first of two con¬ 
trasting Christmas treats from the 
master of Dynamation, Ray Harry- 
hausen. Here he allows that perennial 
hero of mythical magic, Kerwin 
Mathews, to wander among the tiny 
people of Lilliput and the giants cff 
Brobdingnag. No sign of Gulliver’s 
other two voyages, or Swift’s original 
satire; but all very pleasant and 
entertaining. 

CHRISTMAS EVE (evening): The 
Gypsy Moths (Bun Lancaster, 
Deborah Kerr, Gene Hackman). 1969. 



SUNDAY (evening): The Failing of 
Raymond (Jane Wyman, Dean 
Stockwell). Jane Wyman plays a 
schooltea^er menaced by a mentaUy 
disturbed young man (Dean Stock- 
well). Dana Andrews and Paul Hen- 
reid are other famous players in this 
suspense story. 

MONDAY (late night): Home for the 
Holidays (Jessicsi Wsdter, Sally Field, 
Eleanor Parker, Julie Har^, Jill 
Haworth, Walter Brennan). After nine 
^years, four daughters return to 


The Great Race, The Gypsy Moths, Those Magnificent 
Men in Their Flying Machines, The Three Worlds of 
Gulliver, Cup Glory, Half a Sixpence . . . Yogi Bear 

Christmas films 
for all the family 


Ebullient director John Franken- 
heimer and tough-guy star Burt 
Lancaster continued their association 
in this tale of three free-fall para¬ 
chutists. The two collaborated to great 
effect in The Young Savages, Bird- 
man^of Alcatraz (for which Lancaster 
won an Oscar), Seven Days in May 
and The Train. Lancaster and Miss 
Kerr renew their on-screen passion 
of From Here to Eternity but Gene 
Hackman quiedy steals this disturbing 
and—at times—suspenseful film. 
CHRISTMAS DAY (moming): Captain 
Nemo and the Underwater City 
(Chuck Connors, Roben Ryan, Nan- 


father’s house for the Christmas holi¬ 
day. Walter Brennan plays the fatiher 
whose offspring have no love for him 
and blame him for driving their 
mother to suicide. The female cast 
speaks for itself. 

FRIDAY (evening): Skyway to Death 
(Ross Martin, Stefanie Powers). With 
such subjects as The Poseidon Ad¬ 
venture, Juggernaut, Earthquake and 
Towering Inferno, the cinema is cur- 
rendy specialising in a cycle of ^dis¬ 
aster” films which so far have proved 
highly popular. Television films are 
showing signs of fcdlowing suit, and 
this evenings example centres on a 
disaster which takes place high above 
the ground on an aerial cable-car in 
70 m.p.h. winds. 

In addition to the two stars, the 
cast is headed by Bobby Sherman as 
a tour guide who risks his life by 
climbing out of the cable-car hatch. 

KENNETH THOMPSON 


ette Newman). 1968. Super school¬ 
boy adventure with some fine sets 
inside the submarine Nautilus and 
an exciting undersea batde against a 
giant squid. Britain’s Bill Fraser and 
Kenneth Connor provide light relief as 
a pair of not-too-clever gun-runners. 
CHRISTMAS DAY (aftemoon): Those 
Magnificent Men in Their Flying 
Machines (Sarah Miles, James Fox). 
1965. It’s a sure-fiire bet that, sooner 
or later, one of the 1910 aviators in 
this crazy all-star comedy will crash 
into the local sewage farm. These 
gigantic splashes provide the most 
side-splitting mtxnents in a film 


whose greatest assets are the animated 
Ronald Searle cartoons at the begin¬ 
ning, middle and end. There’s rather 
too much romance and too little of 
Terry-Thomas, as a dastardly Vic¬ 
torian villain, and Eric Sykes — his 
downtrodden manservant. Hilarious 
compensations include a Keystone 
Kop Fire Brigade bossed by Benny 
Hill. 

CHRISTMAS DAY (evening): The Un¬ 
defeated Qohn Wayne, Rock Hud¬ 
son). 1968. Wayne is the Unionist, 
Hudson the. Confederate, forced to 
join forces against bandits. Emperor 
Maximilian’s agents and a troop of 



Chuck Connors, 
Luciana Paluzzi and 
a pelican called Fred 
in Captain Nemo 
and the Underwater 
City (above); Terry- 
Thomas, plotting in 
Those Magnificent 
Men in Their Flying 
Machines (above, 
right); Ray Harry- 
hausen’s monsters 
battle it out in 
The Valley of 
Gwangi (right). 































French cavalry, across 2,000 miles of 
adventure to Mexico. 

BOXING DAY (moming): The Man 
Called Flintstone. 1966. TV cartocm 
favourite Fred Flintstone moves on to 
the big screen and into the spy race. 
BOXING DAY (aftemoon): The Great 
Race (Tony Curtis, Natalie Wood, 
Jack Lemmon). 1966. Another vintage 
race, this time on the ground, from 
New York to Paris in 1900. Attractions 
en route include a mammoth bar-room 
brawl; the “biggest-ever” custard pie 
fight; the devilish dirigicycle; and a 
polar bear in the villains* car, about 
the only touch really worthy of Laurel 
and Hardy to whom the film is 
dedicated. Of the actors, only Peter 
Falk, wearing much of the solemnity 
of Laurel, conjures up their spirit; but 
there are a dozen good laughs dong 
the trail. Look for Curtis and Lemmon 
elsewhere on these pages. 

BOXING DAY (evening): The Valley of 
Gwangi (James Frandscus). 1969. 
More magic from Ray Harryhausen’s 
box of monsters, which here include a 
tiny prehistoric horse, a styrocosaurus, 
and an allosaurus (the giant Gwangi 
of the title) in a story of early 20th 
century cowboys exploring a for¬ 
bidden valley in Mexico. 

FRIDAY (aftemoon): Cup Glory. 1972. 
Rich pasture for keen soccer fans. All 
the tlmlls and highlights of 100 years 
of the F.A. Cup. See soccer quiz 
page 74. 

FRIDAY (aftemoon): Half a Sixpence 
(Tommy Steele, Julia Foster). 1967. 
Until it runs out of steam towards the 
end, this enjoyable musical adaptation 
of H. G. Wells is a flash-bang-wallop 
of a film, all sweep and verve, with 
Steele and Miss Foster giving run- 
for-years performances in the leading 
roles. The song-and-dance routines 
have the explosive build of a com¬ 
bined fireworks display. 

FRIDAY (late night): llie Black Scor¬ 
pion (Richard Denning, Mara Cor- 
day). 1957. King Kong’s creator Willis 
O’Brien dreamed up the army of 
scorpions for this fil^ shot on such 
a shoe-string budget on location in 
Mexico that O’Brien “borrowed” 
Ralph Hanuneras, the veteran special 
effects man, who happened to be in 
Mexico making The Giant Claw. He 
helped out the Scorpion crew for free. 


A nasty look for Tony Curtis and 
Natalie Wood from a disguised Jack 
Lemmon in The Great Rate. 



QUITE WHY I associate Gerald Cam¬ 
pion with Christmas isn’t easy to 
define. But it may be his performance 
as (inevitably) a fat boy in that most 
Christmassy film. The Pickwick 
Papers in 1952, or his appearance as 
Toad on stage in Toad of Toad Hall. 
This week, you can sec him in two 
films. Those Magnificent Men in 
Their Flying Machines, in which he^s 
a fireman, and Half a Sixpence. 

Campion was bom in London, on 
April 23, 1921, and was studying at 
'the Royd Academy of Dramatic Art 
at 13. His first prcffessional acting was 
in Childrer^s Hour plays on radio. He 
made his first stage appearance in 
French Without Tears in 1936, and 
was also in the 1939 film version. He 
made several more films in rapid suc¬ 
cession (Moonshine, Goodbye Mr, 
Chips, Meet Mr. Penny) before war 
service as a wireless operator. 

His many post-war films included 
Boys in Brown (1949) and Top of the 
Form (1953), but he became nation¬ 
ally w^-known in the early Fifties 
for his portrayal of Billy Bunter of 
Greyfriars School. In 1958, he was in 
the first of the Carry On films. Carry 
On Sergeant. But he did not stay for 
the series. He was in Irm For Trouble 
and School for Scoundrels (1961). 

In the early Sixties, Campion had 
his own cookery programme on 
Southern Television. One of his 
favourite dishes: roast duck with sage 
and onion stufl&ng. A very Christmassy 
thought indeed! 



Christinas comes but once a year, and when it does it brings a 

feast of films for cinema addicts. So heroes a quiz with a 
Christmas flavour. Score one point for each answer, unless 
otherwise stated. Then turn to page 50 for the quiz answers, 
your rating and all your New Year films. 


1. Who was Laurel and 
Hardy’s irate (fictional) boss in 
Babes in Tqyland ? 

2. In which film did the song 
Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas accompany an exe¬ 
cution? 

3. Who played Holly Golightly 
and in which film ? 

4. Who spent Christmas in The 
>4/>artmentwith JackLemmon ? 


5. Who played Scrooge in 
1938, 1951, 1970? (one point 
for each). 



6. Who played Ivy, above ? 


7. In which of his films did 
James Stewart meet an angel 
in the snow ? Who played the 
angel ? (one point each). 

8. Who tried a “cold turkey” 
cure (one point for each 
answer) in: 

a. Man with the Golden 
Arm? 

b. Days of Wine and Roses ? 

c. The Lost Weekend? 

9. Which actors played fighters 
who had their “boxing day” 
(one point for each answer) in: 

a. The Harder They Fall ? 

b. Kid Galahad (1962)? 

c. Champion ? 

6. Kid Galahad (\93«)? 



12. Here are 10 photo¬ 
graphs of film stars 
all trying to pull 
Christmas cotton¬ 
wool over your eyes. 
Name each one and 
the film in which they 
played the part (one 
point for each name, 
one point for each 
film, one point for both 
names in picture D). 

QUIZ COMPILED 
BY UONEL PBKRY 



CHILDREN: Your know¬ 
ledge of Disney films could 
win you a Disney holiday 
for four. See page 84. 


10. Where was Christmas cele¬ 
brated in Destination Tokyo ? 


11. The three in the picture all 
played Santa Claus in the same 
film. Who are the actors and 
what was the film (one point 
for the names, one point for 
the film)? 
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The season of falling leaves is a melan¬ 
choly time for most people—but not for 
grayling fishermen^ anglix^ for the “Lady 
of the Stream” in rivers like the Derwent 
m Derbyshire. f 

CAMERAMAN GARY HUGHES: SOUND 
RECORDIST ROGER COWPER: FILM EDITOR 
JOHN MCCARTHY: PRODUCER DONALD 
SHINGLER 

ATV Network Production 

9.45 All In a Day’s Work 


% 


ADRIAN BRIDGEWATER 
Rights and Responsibilities 

What is the function of a trade union? 

How is it relevant to young people 
going to work? 

Adrian Bridgewater discusses these 
and other questions with David Logan, 
from the TUC education department, 
and Jack Lucas of the TGWU. 

RESEARCHER TOM POOLE: DESIGNER 
RICHARD DUNN: PRODUCER DAVID 
COULTER 

London Weekend Television Production 


10.10 TISWOS 

CHRIS TARRANT 
JOHN ASHER 

Brought to you live from Studio 3 in 
ATVland, by the Tiswas Twins, Chris 
Tarrant and John Asher, with some of 
their cartoon friends and yours. 

Featuring Trevor East with Tiswas 
Sportstime, Peter Tomlinson with Tis¬ 
was Trailertime, the Which, What, 
Where competition. Under 8’s compe¬ 
tition, surprises and prizes and a Tarzan 
adventure called “Thief Catcher.” 
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT PETER MATTHEWS: 
PRODUCER PETER HARRIS 
ATV Network Production 

12.30 World of Spon 

See panel 

5.10 News 

5.20 Cartoon Time 

Thumb Fun 


Gilbert 

O^ullivaii is one 
of those darts 
players men¬ 
tioned above. 
*‘He throws a 
mean naily** his 
manager Jerry 
Maxim says. 
“I’ve got Ac 
marks on my 
forehead to 
prove it** 
Tonight, on Les 
Dawsotfs 
Christmas Box, 
Gilbert sings 
his latest 
release called, 
appropriately, 
Christmas Song, 


5.30 

Candid Camera 

PETER DULAY 

ARTHUR ATKINS 

TRUDY CULROSS 

BILL LYNTON 

RONNIE HAYWARD 

A Christmas cracker of Candid Camera 

capers. 

CANDID CAMERAMAN DICK LORIMORE: 
DIRECTOR DENYS PALMER: PRODUCER 
KEVIN BISHOP: EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
PETER DULAY 

London Weekend Television Production 

0.0 

Sale of the Cemury 

NICHOLAS PARSONS 
Jennifer Cresswell 
Canasta John Benson 
Nicholas Parsons fires questions worth 
£1, £3 and £5 at three lucky contest¬ 
ants from various parts <rf the country. 
Those who press their buzzer first 
within the four second time limit can 
buy items up to the value of £1,000. 

Jennifer Cresswell and Canasta dis¬ 
play the prizes, John Benson describes 
them, with Peter Fenn providing the 
music. 

DESIGNERS JAMES WEATHERUP, 

PETER FARMAN: DmECTOR/PRODUCER 
BILL PERRY 

Anglia Television Production 


6.30 New Rices 


n 




DEREK HOBSON 


In search oi sl special Christmas present 
from the panel are seven more acts 
introduced by Derek Hobson. Playing 
Santa to just one of them are Mickey 
Most and Jack Parnell. 

Which of these talented hopefuls will 
go through to the All Winners Show 
at the London Palladium: The 20th 
Century Steel Sound from London; 
Widnes impressionist Tommy Sutton; 
Maidstone’s singing Ricky Lockheed; 
Two a Penny, a male duo from Mar- 


John 

Conteh 


Anita 

Harris 


Gordon 


BRITAIN has around 
seven million 
regular darts 
players—and some 
are stars. Like Ae 
eight big name 
celebrities lined up 
to play in this year’s 
TVTimes Pro-Am 
Darts Tournament, 
Ae sport’s newest 
and brightest 
classic. Am 
afternoon. 

Last year, Ae 
first com pe t i t i on 
was stag^ and 
jazzman Acker Bilk, 
partnered by 
outstanding young 
Welsh player Alan 
Evans emerged as 
champions. 

They go into Ae 
hat with a new field 
of “Professionals” 
and celebrity 
“Amateurs” this 
year. 


9.15 Aogllag Toiloy 

TERRY THOMAS 


Introduced by Dickie Davies 
at 1230 

Results, scores and news throughout 
Ae afternoon. 


12.35 ON THE BALL 

The soccer programme Aat reflects all 
Ae news and opinions that matter in 
Ae game. Brian Moore introduces Ae 
stars who have been making Ae week’s 
big headlines and looks partictilarly at 
Ae mid-week Under 23 International. 
England v. Scotland. Plus all Ae best 
action from home and around Ae world 

1.0 INTERNATIONAL 
SPORTS SPECIAL—1 
WORLD CUP SKI-ING 

Women’s Downhill 
from Saalbach, Austria. 

Grace combines wiA strengA, courage 
and aggression as ITV’s Winter Sports 
coverage continues wiA Ae steep Saal¬ 
bach Downhill. 

The wonder girl of women’s ski-ing, 
Annemarie Proell-Moser, Ac reigning 
World Downhill Champion, looks for a 
home win that will set her on her way 
downhill to an unprecedented fifth 
World Cup title. 

COMMENTATOR EMLYN JONES : EDITOR 
TONY MCCARTHY 

1.10 NEWS 


gate; Moon Williams, a London singer; 
comedienne Marti Caine frtxn Sheffiel d; 
and the New Parks Ringers^ a group 
of Leicester schoolboys playing hand¬ 
bells. Music director is Johnny Patrick. 
DESIGNER MARTIN DAVEY: DIRECTOR 
PAUL STEWART LAING: PRODUCERS LES 
COCKS, PAUL STEWART LAING 

ATV Network Production 


I In my opinion 
I Ae b^t act on 
I Dec. 21 was 


NEW faces] 

I 


I.I 

I.I 


j Name. 

I Address 


I.I 

I Send to Nem Faces I 

I ATV Birmingham B1 2JP | 

I Please post with Dec. 28 coupon. | 


Programmes as Midland except for: 

ANGLIA 9.0 Angling 9.25 Day's Wort:; 9.55 
Alphabet; 10.20 Film—^The Long, L<mg Trailer; 
12.0 Merrie Melodies; 5.30 Faces; 6.30 Camera; 
7.0 Sale: 7.30 Film-—Flim Flam Man; 11.30 
Streets of Frisco. 

GRANADA 10.5 Film—Don't Raise the 
Bridge, Lower the River; 12.0 45 ; 5.20 Bugs 
Bunny; 6.5 Faces; 7.5 Film—Hurricane; 8.30 
Lea Dawson; 9.45 Homecoming; 11.30 Superspy; 
12.25 Saint. 

HTV 9,5 Angling; 9.35 Day's Work; 10.0 
Sesame; 11.0 Orbit; 11.30 Tarzan; 5.20 Weasel; 

5.30 Faces; 6.30 Camera; 7.0 Sale; 7.30 Kung Fu; 

8.30 Les Dawson; 9.45 The Big Film—Blow Up; 
11.55 No—^Honestly. 

HTV (W^cs) as General Service except: 
7.0 Sion A Sian. 

LONDON 9.0 Anting; 9.25 Day's Work; 
9.50 Saturday Scene; 5.20 Faces; 6.20 Sale; 6.50 
Film—^Asaignment Munidi; 8.30 Les Dawson; 
10.15 Film—The Group. 

SOUTHERN 10.10 Martial Arts; 10.35 
Chan Clan; 11.0 Weather; 11.5 Dusty; 11.30 
Edgar Briggs; 12.0 Geordie Scene; 5.20 Woody; 

5.30 Faces; 6.0 Camera; 7.0 Sale; 7.30 McOoud; 

8.30 Les Dawson; 9.45 Film—The MaA; 12.0 
News. 

YORKSHIRE 9.5 Angling; 9.35 Day's Work; 
10.0 Arthur; 10.Z5 Beadicombers; 10.50 Cartoon; 
11.5 Lassie; 11.30 Lone Ranger; 12.0 Geordie 
Scene; 6.0 Faces; 7.0 Sale; 7.30 Kung Fu; 

8.30 Lea Dawson; 9.45 Film—The Homecoming: 

11.30 You're Not Trying. 
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DEC 21 


SATURDAY 



1.20 THE ITV SEVEN 

Introduced by Brough Scott at Sedge- 
field; and John Oaksey at Fakenham- 
130 Sedgefield—Shadforth H’cap 
Qiase (3m, 250yd,) 

1.45 Fakenham—Panama Cigar 
Hurdle (Qualifier) (2m. 200yd,) 

2.0 Sedgefield—^Ferguson-Foster 
H’cap Hurdle (2m. 4f,) 

2.15 Fakenham—^William Hill H’cap 
Hurdle (2m. 200yd.) 

2.30 S^igefield—^Brandon H’cap 
Chase (2m,) 

2.45 Fakenham—^William Hill H’cap 
Chase (2m. Sf, 180yd,) 

3.0 Sedgefield—^Whessoc Novices 
Hurdle (2m.) 

COMMENTATORS RALEIGH GILBERT 
(sedgefield), JOHN PENNEY (FAKENHAM): 
BETTING AND RESULTS PETER SCOWCROFT: 
DIRECTORS GUY CAPLIN (SEDGEFIELDX 
PETER TOWNLEY (FAKENHAM) 

3.10 INTERNATIONAL 
SPORTS SPECIAL—2 
TVTimes Pro-Am Darts 
Tournament 

Television’s own “Stars and Dartere” 
competition, with big name celebrities 
pairing off with world darting experts 
for a £1,000 prize to charity. Stars in¬ 
clude world light-heavyweight boxing 
champion, John Conteh, John Alderton, 


Brian Oough, Anita Harris, Gordon 

Honeycombe, Acker BUk, Ed Stewart 
and Terry Scott — while News of the 
World champion Peter Chapman is 
among the “Professionals.” 
COMMENTATOR DAVE LANNING: DIRECTOR 
JOHN SCRIMINGER 

3.50 HALF-TIME ROUND-UP 
4.0 WRESTLING 

from Preston. 

INTERNATIONAL MID-HEAVYWEIGHT: 
Canelo Segura (Mexico) v. Hooey Boy 
Zimba (Sierra Leone) 
catchweight: 

Jim Breaks (British and European Light¬ 
weight ChajMion) (Bradford) v. Mick 
MdVtkhael (Doncaster) 
heavyweight: 

Pete Roberts (Birmingham) v. Pete 
Curry (Salford). 
commentator KENT WALTON: 

DIRECTOR ERIC HARRISON 

4.50 RESULTS SERVICE 

The latest results and news. 

GRAPHICS DESIGNER AL HORTON: 
PROGRAMME ASSISTANT KEITH NIEMEYER: 
ASSISTANT EDITOR ANDREW FRANKLIN: 
EDITOR STUART MCCONACHIE: EXECUTIVE 
PRCHXJCER JOHN BROMLEY: DIRECTOR 
DAVID SCOTT 

Compiled for Independent Television 
by London Weekend Television 


Which New face will star ot the Pallodiom 1 


itI 


Schoolboy handbell players, 
the New Parks Risers 


London singer 
Moon Williams 


Singer Ricky 
Lockheed 


Duo Two a Penny, and below 
The 20ch Century Steel Sound 


Comedienne 
Mard Caine 


llPt tfh 
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7.30 Saturday Night at 
the Movies 

JAMES COBURN 
JAMES MASON in 


Duffy 

Duffy, an American living in Tangier 
and happily devoted to chicks and chic¬ 
anery, is invited to participate in a major 
job of modem piracy. His share of the 
loot could include the willing Segolene, 
one of the conspirators. 

Also involved are two half-brothers, 
Stefane, a wealthy idler who is Sego- 
lene’s lover, and Antony, who works as 
a derk for their father, Calvert, a British 
banker and shipping tycoon. 


See film guide, page 26 

Duffy 

J, C. Calvert 
Stefane 
Segolene 
Antony 

Captain SchoeUer 
Benivet 
Spaniard 
Abdul 

Inspector Garain 
Belly dancer 


James Cobum 
James Mason 
James Fox 
Susannah York 
John Alderton 
Guy Deghy 
Carl Duering 
Tutte Lemkow 
Marne Maitland 
Andr^ Maranne 
Julie Mendez 


ICREENPLAY DONALD CAMMEL, HARRY 
OE BROWN JR.: DIRECTOR ROBERT PARRIS 


9.30 News 

9.45 Les Dawson’s 
Christinas Box 

guests GILBERT O'SULLtVAN 
WANDA VENTHAM 
ROY BARRACLOUGH 
KENNY BALL and his JAZZMEN 
THE SECOND GENERATtON 

Get the Christmas season underway with 
Les Dawson, the human ytffe log, Les 
has scoured the world to bring you the 
best jokes from no less than 2,800 
crackers. Hear them both tonight. 

Les’s guests indude the brilliant 
Gilbert O’Sullivan, the beautiful Wanda 
Ventham and the scintilating Second 
Generation. All this plus Kenny Ball smd 
his Jazzmen from their record breaking 
season as pigeon frighteners in Trafal¬ 
gar Square and Lcs’s old friend Roy 
Barrack>ugh. 

The writers are Bai^ Cryer and 
David Nobbs, with additional materid 
by Les Dawson, Alec Gerrard and Enc 
lie. The music direaor is Peter Hus¬ 
band the choreographer Dougie Squires. 
DESIGNER ROBERT MACGOWAN: 

DIRECTOR/PRODUCER VERNON LAWRENCE 
Yorkshire Television Production 


10.45 The Aquarius 
Chrisimos Puriy 

HUMPHREY BURTON 

JOHNNY MORRIS 

HARRY RABINOWITZ 

LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

Peter and the Wolf 

BY PROKOFIEV 

Humphrey Burton introduces Peter and 
the Wolf, recorded at a concert in the 
^yal Albcn Hall last Tuesday. 

This classic diildren’s tale is narrated 
by that master story teller, Johnny 
Morris. 

Harry Rabinowitz conducts the Lon¬ 
don Symphony Orchestra. 

PRODUCER DEREK BAILEY: EDITOR 
HUMPHREY BURTON 

London Weekend Television Production 


n.30 Marcus Welby, M.D. 

Warn the World About Mike 


Steve Kile/s younger 
believes he is dying and 
his brother’s help 
Dr. Marcus Welby 
Dr, Steven KUey 
Consuela Lopez 
Mike Kiley 


brother Mike 
refuses to seek 

t 

Roben Youi^ 
James Brolin 
Elena Verdugo 
Barry Brown 



The lovely Susannah York who 
stars in tonight’s movie at 730 


Go Pontinental 

I For carefree fun in the sun, free , f"" fOEEcobm b,ocim>. | 

■ entertainment and food fantastico! lisirfm.., I 

Z From about £ 65 . Be safe-not sorry! | 

I Spend a happy 14 days at our own holiday villages or hotels in Adajorca _ 

■ the Costa del Sol or Yugoslavia. For the'more adventurous we ^e County-■ 

■ introduc^g HoUday PONTINENTAL HOLIDAYS (Dept. B). BOURNEMOUTH. BHl 2NT ■ 

■ Get a fuU colour preview of ^ these lovely placp with jet flights trom shotorootm at oWd Circus. Tel : 01-4931301 or ■ 

B Gatwick, Heathrow, Luton, Manchester, Bristol, etc. Book early! 01 - 6299181 , (24 hours Ansc^one) tvt4 





















Simon rides ogoln 


H OW DID Black Arrow escape the 
dungeons? “I got a bus, actuaUy,” 
says Simon Cuff, who plays the do- 
good knight this afternoon in another 
thrilling escapade. The dungeons in 
question are those of Cardiff Castle, 
which is the home of Wales’s only 
theatre school. It was there Simon 
learned all the tricks of his trade 
before setting off on his own acting 
adventure. 

With that background, Simon just 
had to play Black Arrow. But he also 
had an equally important qualification 
—^he could ride a horse. In fact, Simon 
was almost bom in the saddle. His 
mother is a well-known Welsh pony 
breeder and Simon learned to ride 
almost before he could walk. A former 
newspaper reporter, Simon made his 
television mark in Doctor in the House. 




Frw writing to 
riding •.. Former 
journalist Simon Cuff in 
action as Bloch Arrow. 



Petef Bnkworib... 



P ETER BARKWORTH admired the Duke 
of Windsor, so briefly King Edward 
VIII, whom he plays in Crown 
Matrimonial tonight, but he wishes 
the Duke hadn’t smoked so much. 
When Barkworth first took the role— 
in the 1972 London stage production 
—he was a non-smoker. “I discovered 
the Duke was a chain smoker and to 
get realism into the part I was soon 
getting through 42 cigarettes a day. I 


9.30 Citiiens’ Rights 



PETER PLANT 


Viewers take issue with the experts and 
join the ATV Today team to find out 
how to secure their rights. 

The address to write to is: “Citizens* 
Rights,” ATV Centre, Birmingham, 
B1 2JP. * j 

DIRECTOR TIM WATSON 
ATV Network Production 


10.0 Morning Service 

A .specwl service from the studios of 
Yorkshire Television, which takes as its 
theme the Christian belief that Christ 
came on earth for every man. 

The Christmas story will be set 
against the modem background of a 
world facing unparalleled famine in the 
history of man. The service is conducted 
by Father Robert Whiteside and includes 
readings from the Bible and modem 
writers. The singer is Pat Taylor and 
the programme is arranged by Mgr. 
Michael Buckley. 

DIRECTOR ANDY GULLEN 


10.30 Angling Today 
Speciol 

This special Angling Today is devoted 
entirely to the disabled angler. J^rher 
this year a group of disabled anglers 
went to Misterton Hall in Lutterworth, 
Northamptonshire, to fish the private 
waters of millionaire Frank Craven. Mr. 
Craven allows anyone to fish these 
waters, but, in return, they must 
promise to devote one day to helping 
the disabled. The fish caught were 
mainly carp and rudd. f 

CAMERAMAN GARY HUGHES: SOUND 
ROGER COWPER: FILM EDITOR JOHN 
MCCARTHY: PRODUCER DONALD SHINGLER 

ATV Network Production 

11.0 Open Day 

Robert Bell presents the programme that 
gives parents an idea of what goes on at 
their children’s school. 

Today he tries to find out how the 
older schools are coping with the times, 
and asks whether they are changing or 
are they stuck in the past? 

RESEARCHERS BARBARA BARKHAM, MARTIN 
LUCAS : DIRECTOR TERRY STEEL: 

PRODUCER PETER HEINZE 
Granada Television Production 

11.30 Drive-In 

SHAW TAYLOR TONY BASTABLE 
RICHARD HUDSON-EVANS 
In the last programme of the present 
series, Drive-In looks at low-cost motor 
racing. Tony Bastable road tests the new 
Volkswagen Golf. The motoring corres¬ 
pondent is Eric Dymock. 

DIRECTORS BOB SERVICE, GEORGE 
SAWFORD, JOHN PHILLIPS, ROY LOMAS : 
EDITOR RICHARD HUDSON-EVANS: 

PRODUCER JIM POPLE 

Thames Television Production 

12.0 Weekend World 

PETER JAY 

The programme that takes a more 
thoughtful look at the events of the 
week, explaining not just what happened 
but why, and more importantly, what 
may happen because of it. A team of 
able and experienced reporters provide a 
new insight into the week’s news. 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER JOHN BIRT: 

DIRECTORS ALAN RAVENSCOFT, HOWARD 
ROSS: PRODUCERS JANE HEWLAND, NELSON 
MEWS, JULIAN NORRIDGE : EDITOR NICK 
ELLIOTT 

London Weekend Television Production 

All programmes are in colour 
unless otherwise stated 


Yorkshire Television Production 



1.10 The Persuaders 

TONY CURTIS 
ROGER MOORE in 
Someone Waiting 

BY TERRY NATION 

Danny and Brett find that motor racing 
has hazards off the track as well as 
on . . . 

Danny Wilde Tony Curtis 

Lord Brett Sinclair Roger Moore 

Jenkins Brothers John Caimey 

Lyndon Donald Pickering 

Ltmise Lois MaxweU 

Viru Maxwell Shaw 

DIRECTOR PETER MEDAK: DEVISER/ 
PRODUCER ROBERT S. BAKER 

2.10 Star Soccer 

Highlights of one of yesterday’s top 
football league matches. 

Your commentator is Hugh Johns, 
with after-match analysis from Billy 
Wright. See page 74 

DIRECTOR HECTOR STEWART 
ATV Network Production 

3.10 Sunday Matinee 

ANTHONY NEWLEY in 

Jazzboat 

Electrician Bert Harris pretends to be 
a big-time crook — and circumstances 
force him to live up to his reputation, 
dodging cops and robbers alike . . . 
(black and white) 

See film guide, page 26 
Bert Harris Anthony Newley 

Doll Anne Aubrey 

Spider Kelly James Booth 

Renee Joyce Blair 

Mugsy Bemie Winters 

Det. Sgt. Thompson Lionel Jeffries 

SCREENPLAY KEN HUGHES, JOHN 
ANTROBUS: DIRECTOR KEN HUGHES 


4.40 The Golden Shot 

BOB MONKHOUSE 
MAX BYGRAVES 
THE TURNSTYLES 
STEPHEN LEWIS 
Anne Aston Wei Wei Wong 
There’s a festive note in today’s edition 
of the aim game with Max Bygraves 
singing a medley of Christmas carols. 
The Tumstyles come up with You 
Make Me Feel Brand New. Bob Monk- 
house keeps the fun right on target and 
Stephen Lewis is the Golden Partner. 

The music director is Johnny Patrick. 
PROGRAMME ASSOCIATE TONY HAWES: 
DESIGNER NORMAN SMITH: DIRECTOR/ 
PRODUCER DICKY LEEMAN 
ATV Network Production 
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stayed with the part for a year and 
when I left I managed to break the 
smoking habit. But three months 
later, tonight’s television version of 
the play went into production, and I 
was back to a couple of packets a day. 
Now I’m a non-smoker again.” 

Barkworth had another stop-start 
problem. “The Duke was a slim man 
and to play him I had to lose one and 
a half stone. I got down to 11 stone 
with a crash diet, but in the three 
months break between productions I 
put weight on again. Back to the diet.” 

Crown Matrimonial, which tonight 
stars Greer Garson as Queen Mary, 
the role created on stage by Wendy 
Hiller, tells the story of the Abdication 
crisis of 1936. Portraying Edward VIII 
presented Barkworth with problems. 

“I read all the available books. 


heard recordings, and got the vocal 
mannerisms right. But an actor has 
to beware of simply doing an imper¬ 
sonation and I tried to imagine the 
King’s feelings.” 

Barkworth says that playing Ed¬ 
ward VIII, who wanted to bring the 
monarchy into the 20th century but 
found he could not reign without 
the woman he loved, has given him 
the most satisfying work of his 
career. 


Peter Barkworth, right, who 
had to slim and learn to 
chain smoke as Edward VIII 
in Crown Matrimonial. With 
him are Andrew Ray, Amanda 
Reiss and Greer Garson • • • 


Ihe man Willi 0 Kbiji-size smoking problem 


f 


* 


5.35 Black Arrow 6.40 A Child Is Born 


BY ANTHONY READ 

SIMON CUFF in 

The Adventure of the Holy 
Finger 

Shelton and Peterkin meet Mad Meg 
who leads them to a spot where two nuns 
have met with an accident. 

Richard Shelton Simon CuflF 

Peterkin John Sanderson 

"Priest** Robert Russell 

Mad Meg Deddie Davies 

Alice Mandy Jenner 

Prioress Mary Kenton 

Innkeeper Fred Briant 

P7LM CAMERAMAN LES ROBERTS; FILM 
EDITOR MIKE HUNT: DESIGNER GREGORY 
LAWSON: DIRECTOR BOB LENG 
Southern Television Production 


6.5 Nows 


6.15 They Come 
to An Islond 

PHIL McDonnell 
ARCHDEACON C. J. STRANKS 
GRACE HICKLING 
Every summer Fame Island, one of a 
group off the Northumberland coast in 
the care of the National Trust, is a place 
of spiritual pilgrimage for thousands, 
RESEARCH MICHAEL MCHUGH: CAMERA 
FRED THOMAS: SOUND RAY HOLE: 
PRODUCER MAXWELL DEAS : DIRECTOR 
JEREMY LACK 

Tyne Tees Television Production 


Programmes as Midland except for: 


SHEILA ARMSTRONG 
RICHARD STILWELL 
SWINGLE II 

Winchester Cathedral Choir 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra 

A musical celebration of the Nativity, 
including For Unto Us A Child is Bom, 
from Handel’s Messiah, Vaughan Wil¬ 
liams’ Fantasia on Christmas Carols 
with baritone Richard Stilwell, and 
soprano Sheila Armstrong singing 
Rejoice Greatly. 

Young David Hurley, a chorister from 
Winchester Cathedral, sings Silent Night, 
while Ward Swingle has provided three 
arrangements of carols for his new jazz 
vocal group Swingle II. Kenneth Mont¬ 
gomery conducts the Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra, and Martin Neary 
the Winchester Cathedral Choir. 

SOUND CYRIL VINE: DESIGNER JOHN 
DILLY: ASSOCIATE PRODUCER HUMPHREY 
BURTON: DIRECTOR/PRODUCER 
DAVE HEATHER 

Southern Television Production 

7.25 nonet of the Apes 

RODDY McDOWALL 

Further adventures with Virdon and 
Burke and their friend C^en. 

Galen Roddy McDowell 

Virdon Ron Harper 

Burke James Naughton 

8.25 Crown Matrimonial 

ADAPTED BY ROYCE RYTON AND AUDREY 
MASS FROM ROYCE RYTON’S PLAY 

GREER GARSON 
PETER BARKWORTH 


ANGLJA 9.5 Yoga; 9.30 Preludes; 11.30 
Skippy; 1.10 Surgeon; 1.35 Weather; 1.40 Farm¬ 
ing; 3.10 Gid^t: 4.0 Shot; 4.50 Arrow; 5.35 
Lassie; 10.40 Movie—Taste of Evil. 

GRANADA 9.30 Drive-In; 10.30 Father 
Gets Home; 11.0 Alphabet Soup; 11.30 Open 
Day; 1.10 Brass Band; 3.5 Baron; 4.0 Golden 
Shot; 4.50 Black Arrow; 5.20 Aquarius; 10.40 
Film—Phantom of Hollywood. 

HTV 9.30 Open Day; 11.0 Falls; 11.30 Addams; 

1.5 Farming; 1.30 45; 3.0 Challenge; 3.30 Father 
Gets Home; 4.0 Shot; 4.50 Arrow; 5.20 Aquarius; 
9,55 BUly; 10.40 Film—The Split. 

HTV (Wales) 6.35Llu8em. 

LONDON 9.35 Tomfoolery; 11.30 The 
Osmonds; 1.10 Cartoon Time; 1.25 Joe 90; 3.0 
The Persxiaders; 4.0 Golden Shot; 4.50 Bladk 
Arrow; 5.20 Aquarius; 10.40 Film—Fail Safe. 

SOUTHERN 11.33 Farm; 1.30 Arthur; 3.0 
Boney: 3.55 News; 4.0 Shot; 4.50 Arrow; 5.20 
Aquarius; 9.55 Good Woman; 10.40 TV Movie— 
Moon Of The Wolf. 

YORKSHIRE l.io Farming; 1.40 Calendar; 

3.5 Griff; 4.0 Shot; 4.50 Arrow; 5.20 Aquarius; 
10.40 Film—Five Desperate Women. 


The abdication of King Edward VIII is 
a family as well as a state affair—^particu¬ 
larly to his mother, the Queen. 

See page 4 
King 

Edward VIII (David) Peter Barkworth 
Garter King of Arms Robert Sanson 

Queen Mary Greer Garson 

Mabell, 


Countess of Airlie 
The Hon. 

Margaret Wyndam 
John the Page 
Geoffrey Dawson 
Princess Royal (Mary) 
Duke of York (Bertie) 
Duchess 

of York (Elisabeth) 
Sir John Reith 


Maxine Audley 

Barbara Atkinson 
Christopher Beeny 
Bernard Archard 
Anna Creeper 
Andrew Ray 

Amanda Reiss 
Brian Wilde 


DESIGNER JOHN CLEMENTS: DIRECTOR 
ALAN BRIDGES 

London Weekend Television Production 


9.55 No-Honestly 

BY TERENCE BRADY, CHARLOTTE BINGHAM 

PAULINE COLLINS 
JOHN ALDERTON in 
Bed, Bed, Beautiful Bed 

Money problems for the Danbys. 

C.D. John AJderton 

Clara Pauline Collins 

Mr. Evercreech Gerald James 

Aunt A. Beryl Cooke 

Mr. Rowley Terence Soall 

DESIGNER GORDON MELHUISH: DIRECTOR 
DAVID ASKEY: producer HUMPHREY 
BARCLAY 

London Weekend Television Production 


10.25 News 

10.40 Sunday TV Movie 

The Failing of Raymond 

Mary Bloomquist is retiring early after 
30 years of teaching. Then, as she packs, 
into the room walks Raymond, a pupil 
she failed in a test 10 years ago. Mary 
now faces the greatest challenge of her 
teaching career . . . 

See film guide, page 26 
Mary Bloomquist Jane Wyman 

Raymond Dean Stockwell 

Allan McDonald Dana Andrews 

Dr. Able Paul Henreid 


Your free guide to 
Freedomland. 


Send for our 48 page colour 
brochure about what makes 
Butlinland Freedomland. 

Like most things at 
Butlinland, it’s free. 


r 



To obtain free brochures lor yourself and 
your friends, complete this coupon and send to: Butlin s Lid.. 
PO Box No. 268, Caterham, Surrey CR3 6YD, or see your local 
Travel agent. 

Name_ 


Address- 


(BI.OCK LETTERS) 


Friends name. 
Address_ 
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Butlinland 
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WIN 

THE 

WORLD 

T onight Opportunity Knocks / for two 
TVTimes readers to win the world. 
A chance to travel anywhere in 
the world on the magic carpet British 
Airways call “Poundstretchers’\ And 
it could be you. The prize: two return 


tickets to a destination of the winner’s 
choice covered by the vast “Pound- 
stretchers” service. And music really 
is going to make your world go round. 

Hu^e Green presents the final 
selection of seven songs in the 
Opportunity Knocks! songwriters’ 
show. All you have to do is to select 
the top four—^in the correct order 
—as judged by the usual viewers’ 
postal votes. ^5^en you have made 
your choice, enter the code letters of 
the four songs on the coupon. Then 
write a slogan which ties in with your 
winning song and British Airways 
“Poundstretchers” service. For 
example, you’ve placed A: Who 
made Mariana Cry ? first, your slogan 


might be: made Mariana Cry? 

The chap who said she couldn’t get a 
‘Poundstretchers’ flight to Australia.” 
Fill in the remainder of the coupon 
and post it to TVTimes Opportunity 
Knocks! Song Competition, P.O. 
Box 40, Kettering, Northants., to 
arrive not later than January 3, 1975. 
The winning songs will be announced 
and heard again on the Opportunity 
Knocks ! show on January 6. 

The songs: 

A: Who made Mariana Cry ? (Arthur 
Bryant, Walthamstow, London). 

B: Troubadour (John D. Bryant, 
Buxton). 

C: The Green Mistletoe (Albert 
Lansfield, Ashford, Kent). 


D: A Quiet Man (John and Judith 
Shrive, Sutton Coldfield). 

E: When the Summer^s Gone (Lance 
Wynsor, Deeside, N. Wales). 

F: Do It Some More (Vic Lezal, 
Oldham). 

G: Shut the Gate (Perry Vale and 
A1 Perton, London). 

RULES: Competitioii open to anyone 
resident in the U.K. over the age of 16 
except employ^ (and their familie^ of 
Independent Television Publications Ltd., 
and those companies directly connected with 
this competition. No correspondence can be 
entered into and no entry returned. No cash 
substitute for prize. The decision of the 
E^tor of TVTimes is final and legally 
binding. Entry implies acceptance of these 
rules. 


9.50 The Secret Mendtps 

WYNFORD VAUGHAN THOMAS 

In this, the final programme of the scries, 
Wynford Vaughan Thomas meets the 
members of the Cave Diving Group. 
There are not many cave divers, probably 
not more than 40 in the country, and 
when you see the danger underwater, and 
the risks they run, you can see why they 
are so few. Today the cameras tell the 
story of their dive in Wookey Hole. i 
CAMERAMAN GRAHAM EDGAR: FILM EDITOR 
ADRIAN BRENARD: DIRECTOR SEBASTIAN 
ROBINSON: PRODUCER RON EVANS 
HTV Production 


10.15 Woobinda 

Silent Witness 

Eric Buxton becomes a hit and run 
driver. 


10.45 Where There’s 
A Will 


WILL HAY 

with Graham Moffatt 

Hartley Power Gina Malo 


A vintage Will Hay comedy (dating from 
1936), with Hay not this time as a school 
master, but lawyer Benjamin Stubbins, 
as penniless as he is incompetent. 

His only daughter, Barbara, lives with 
rich relations. Sir Roger and Lady 
Wimple ton. 

When a gang of crooks, led by the 
genial Duke and the seductive Goldie, 
discover that not only does Stubbins 
have rich relations but that his office 


is oyer a bank, complications are as 
inevitable as they are hilarious . . . 
(black and white) 

See film guide, page 26 
Benjamin Stubbins Will Hay 

Duke Hartley Power 

Goldie Kelly Gina Malo 

Albert (office boy) Graham Moffatt 

Sir Roger Wimpleton H. F. Maltby 
Lady 

Margaret Wimpleton Norma Varde 
Barbara Stubbins Peggy Simpson 

Landry Sybil Brooke 

Martin Gibb McLaughlin 

Slug Eddie Houghton 

Nick Hal Walters 

Det, Collins John Turnbull 

Lucie Davinia Craig 

Jimmy Mickey Brantford 

Fingerprint expert Frederick Piper 


DIRECTOR WILLIAM BEAUDINB 


All programmes aVe in colour 
unless otherwise stated 


12.0 Pipkins 


BY SUSAN PLEAT, 

DAVID CREGAN 

Charlie and the Hole 

Charhe does a Pipkins job. But as so 
often happens with him, things don’t 

really go as planned_ + 

Johnny 


Hartley I Narrator! 

Tortoise 

T opovjPigj Octofna 
Mrs. P. 

Bertha 

Charlie ___ 

MUSIC/LYRICS CHRIS HAZELL: DESIGNER 
MICHAEL EVE: DIRECTOR/PRODUCER 
MICHAEL JEANS 

ATV Network Production 


Wayne Laryea 

Nigel Plaskin 
Lorain Bertorelli 
Diana Eden 
Jumoke Debayo 
Charles McKeown 


1115 
IssI Noho 


New Series 


A Panda in the Post 

BY KEITH CHATFIELD 
Sally and Andrew decide that it’s about 
time Issi, the magical talking panda, has 
a birthday. 

Issi unwraps his very first birthday 
present, ^d then posts his birthday 
party invitatitm cards—without stamps. 
A htde magic is called for and it has the 
usual startling results . . . 

DIRECTOR STAN WOODWARD: PRODUCER 
RUTH BOSWELL 

Thames Television Production 


1.25 

Hey There, It’s Yogi Beor 

A feature length film to dehght the 
children starring the cuddhest character 
in cartoon comedy. 

Yogi, on this occasion, has a show¬ 
down with the Ranger, and insists that 
the ‘No Feeding the Bears’ signs are 
removed from Jellystone Park. When the 
Ranger orders Yogi’s expulsion from 
Jellystone the bear goes undercover as 
the Brown Phantom! 

See film guide, page 26. 

SCREENPLAY JOSEPH BARBERA, WARREN 
FOSTER, WILLIAM HANNA: DIRECTORS 
WILLIAM HANNA, JOSEPH BARBERA 

3.0 Urn’s World 

JIMMY YOUNG 

Jinuny Young invites you to meet some 
of the people who m^e up his world 
and presents your requests. 

The music director is Neil Richardson. 
PRODUCTION TEAM GILLIAN SOUTHCOTT, 
CHARLES THOMPSON: DESIGNER GREGORY 
LAWSON: DIRECTOR/PRODUCER 
TERRY MILLER 

Southern Television Production 

3.30 The Flying Fonlolnes 

MICHAEL CALLAN 
JOAN EVANS 


12.30 Mr. and Mrs. 

DEREK BATEY 
MARION MACDONALD 

In the last programme of the present 
series, Aere’s a special Christmas jack¬ 
pot waiting to be won by the happy 
couple knowing one another well enough 
to answer all Derek’s questions. 

And as a surprise for one couple 
watching at home, Mr. and Mrs. Pete 
Murry play the game on their behalf. 

Derek and Marion send their musical 
Christmas card to everyone via the 
choristers of Carhsle Cathedral. 

DESIGNER JOHN M. HENDERSON: 

DIRECTOR WILLIAM CARTNER: 

PRODUCER DEREK BATEY 
Border Television Production 

1.0 FIrsi Reporl 

ROBERT KEE 

What’s happening in the world this 
lunchtime? Robert Kec reports with all 
the latest home and international news. 

Plus weather prospects and the 
Financial Times share index. 

NEWS EDITOR DAVID TUNE: ASSOCIATE 
PRODUCER BOB HUNTER: PRODUCER 
BARRIE SALES 

ITN Production 


Star aerialist Rick Rias is young, hand¬ 
some, and immensely self-opinionated. 
When he returns to the Flying Fontaines 
and their circus act, he immediately 
makes a play for Suzanne Fontaine, to 
the annoyance of his former girlfriend, 
Jm, now married to Paul Fontaine, and 
his rival, Bill Rand, whom Rick dnink- 
enly involves in a serious accident. 

See film guide, page 26 


Rick Rias 
Jan Fontaine 
Suzanne Fontaine 
Bill Rand 
Roberto Rias 
Paul Fontaine 
Victor Fontaine 
Michele 
Margie 


Michael Callan 
Joan Evans 
Evy Norlund 
Rian Garrick 


Joe DeSantis 
Roger Perry 
John van Dreelen 
Jeanne Manet 
Barbara Kelley 


SCREENPLAY DONN MULLALLY: 
DIRECTOR GEORGE SHERMAN 


4.50 RobeiTg Robois 

BY BOB BLOCK 

John Clive Nigel Pegram 
Brian Coburn April OIrich 

Leon Lissek David Pugh 

Robert S<Hnmerby’s latest invention, a 
ccMnputerised self-playing electronic 
organ, has a musical effea on I^de. 
And the robots go to a Christmas 


party, but Desiree insists on kissing 
everyone under the mistletoe — includ¬ 


ing Santa’s reindeer 

Robert Sommerby 

Eric 

Katie 

Desiree 

Aunt Millie 

Marken 

Plummer 

Robot George 


John Qive 
Nigel Pegram 
Brian Cobum 
April OIrich 
Doris Refers 
Leon Lissek 
David Pugh 
William Lawford 


ORIGINAL SONGS JOHN CLIVE: 
DESIGNER DARRELL LASS : DIRECTOR/ 
PRODUCER VIC HUGHES 


5.20 UnlversRy Challenge 

BAMBER GASCOIGNE 

Bamber Gascoigne puts more intriguing 
questions to two university teams in 
this week’s high speed batde of wits. 
RESEARCHER CLARISSA HYMAN; 

DIRECTOR PETER MULUNGS; PRODUCER 
DOUGLAS TERRY 

Granada Television Production 

5.50 News 


6.0 ATV Today 

Your ATV Today team this week: Ted 
Trimmer, Mike Wannan, Lance Bes- 
wick, Trevor East, Peter Green, Reg 
Harcourt, Susan Jay, Alan Jones, Wendy 
Jones, Tony Maycock, Gary Newbon, 
Helen Piddock, Peter Plant, Chris Tar¬ 
rant, Alan Wallcroft, Bob Wannan, John 
Withington, Billy Wright. 

DIRECTORS JOHN OXLEY, TIM WATSON, 
JOHN PULLEN: EDITOR BOB GILLMAN 

ATV Network Production 

6.40 Opporiunlly Knocks! 

Songwriters' Show 

HUGHIE GREEN 

After weeks of adjudication of the thou¬ 
sands of entries for the Opportunity 
Knocks! Songwriters’ Contest, Hughie 
presents the seven vrinning songs. 

Singing them to try and win your 
votes are seven great singers who 
are old friends of Opportunity Knocks! 
induding Jim *n’ Ady, Calli, Stuart 
Gilliw, Cool Breezze, Sdt and Pepper, 
Cantide, and Frankie McBride. 

Bob Sharpies, who chaired the Final 
flection panel including representa¬ 
tives from the music publishing and 
recording world, provides orchestrations 
and musical backing for the seven com¬ 
peting songs. 

The winning song will be announced 
on Monday, January 6. 

DESIGNER ROD STRATFOLD: PROGRAMME 
ASSOCIATES LEN MARTEN, DORIS BARRY; 
DIRECTOR BRtXIE GOWERS: PRODUCER 
KEITH BECKETT 

Thames Television Production 
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To TVTimes Opportunity Knocks ! Song Competition 
P.O. Box 40, Kettering, Northants. 

My choice of the first four songs in order is 

Slogan (incorporating the name of your winning song j 
with the ‘Poimdstretchers* service): 


Name. 

BLCX3C LETTERS PLEASE 
Address. 


..(not more than 20 words) 


Age. Telephone number. 

Coimtry you would like to visit. 


^ Hughie offers you the 

world. Travel in style 
with British Airways 
‘Poundstretchers’ 


Julie was 
the orphan 
adopted by 
Adrien 
Deschryver 
during filming 
for Gorilla, 
Narrator 
David Niven 
should know 
his subject. He 
performed a 
marriage 
ceremony 
between two 
gorillas in 
Jersey Zoo 
and was made 
godfather to 
their son. 



7.30 Coronation Street 

Ena finds that she*s not Minnie’s only 
Christmas guest... 

The Len Fairclough Story: see page 89 


Minnie Caldwell 
Ena Sharpies 
Maggie Cooke 
Betty Turpin 
Gordon Clegg 
Bet Lynch 
Albert Tatlock 
Hilda Ogden 
Stan Ogden 
Eddie Yeats 
Annie Walker 
Billy Walker 
Ray Langton 
Len Fairclough 
Rita Littlewood 
Mavis Riley 
Jerry Booth 
Ernest Bishop 
Emily Bishop 
Nobbie Harris 
Deirdre Hunt 
Blanche Hunt 
Granny Hopkins 
Idris Hopkins 


Margot Bryant 
Violet Carson 
Irene Sutcliffe 
Betty Driver 
Bill Kenwright 
Julie Goodyear 
Jack Howarth 
Jean Alexander 
Bernard Youens 
Geoffrey Hughes 
Doris Speed 
Kenneth Farrington 
Neville Buswell 
Peter Adaq^on 
Barbara Mullaney 
Thelma Barlow 
Graham Haberfield 
Stephen Hancock 
Eileen Derbyshire 
Donald Webster 
Anne Kirkbride 
Maggie Jones 
Jessie Evans 
RicSiard Davies 


WRITER J. ROACH: STORIES ESTHER ROSE, 
PETER TONKINSON: DIRECTOR KEN 
GRIEVE: PRODUCER SUSI HUSH 
Granada Television Production 


8.0 Gorilla 


BY COLIN WnXOGK 



DAVID NIVEN 

The charge of an adult male gorilla 
is the most terrifying experience the 
animal kingdom can produce. Camera¬ 
man Dieter Plage faced many such 
charges during the making of this first- 
ever special Survival presentation about 
the fascinating world of the mountain 
gorilla. One charge above all remains in 
his memory, the one in which an 
orphaned baby gorilla was kidnapped 
from the arms of his companion, feet 
from his camera. Despite this, the picture 
that emerges of the gorilla is of a peace¬ 
ful, family-minded, even humorous 
vegetarian who seeks to avoid trouble 
unless man makes it for him. 

The narrator is David Niven. 
CAMERAMAN GOETZ D. PLAGE: EDITOR 
LESUE PARRY : PRODUCER AUBREY BUXTON 
Anglia Television Production 


© Reproduction in whole or 
in part without permission 
of any of the programme 
details published in TV 
TIMES is strictly forbidden 
Independent Television Publicetions L td.. 1974 


9.0 

Haunted 


JEREMY BRETT 
NATASHA PARRY in 


The Ferrymen 

BY KINGSLEY AMIS, ADAPTED BY 
JULIAN BOND 

Sheridan Owen, a young writer ex¬ 
hausted by the launching of his first 
best seller, escapes for a weekend in 
the country with his wife Alex. 

A welcoming rural pub seems to offer 
an idyllic refuge from a thunderstorm. 
But the place increasingly bears a re¬ 
semblance to the setting of his novel. 

As the uneasy night progresses, baffle¬ 
ment turns to doubt and alarm. Soon 
the writer realises that he may have to 
face the terrifying climax of his own 


story. 

Sheridan Owen 
Alex Owen 
Miles Attingham 
Jill Attingham 
George Partridge 
Fred Burge 
TV hostess 
Bookshop rrumager 
Woman in bookshop 
Woman journalist 
Publisher 

Men at party 


Jeremy Brett 
Natasha Parry 
Geoffrey Chater 
Lesley Dunlop 
Andrew Bradford 
Ray Mort 
Denise Buckley 
John Saunders 
Aim^ Delamain 
Elizabeth Tyrrell 
John Quentin 
Bruce Boa 
Anthony Wingate 
Helen Rappaport 
Alick Hayes 
Kathy Proctor 


Girl at party 
Man in estate car 
Waitress 


DESIGNER COLIN REES : DIRECTOR JOHN 
mVIN: PRODUCER DEREK GRANGER 


Granada Television Production 


Programmes as Midland except for: 

ANGLIA 10.0 Film—Maya; 11.30 Secret 
Mend^; 3.30 Film—Fishman; 6.0 About Anglia; 

10.30 Showcase; 11.0 Harty. 

GRANADA 9.25 Sesame; 10.20 Omar 
Kahyam; 3.30 Film—Turkey Time; 4.45 Pied 
Pipers; 6.0 Granada Reports; 10.30 Trapeze. 

HTV 10.5 Sesame; 11.5 Superman; 11.30 
Mendips; 3.30 Monday Matinee—Genesis II; 
5.20 Stars In The West; 6.1 Report West; 6.22 
Report Wales; 10.30 Romany Jones; 11.0 Film— 
The Werewolf. 

HTV (Wales) as General Service except: 
3.0 Hamdden; 3.30 Randall and Hopkirk; 4.25 
Cambriantics; 6.1 Y Dydd; 8.0 Slater’s Day; 

8.30 Yr Wythnos. 

LONDON 10.0 Out of Town; 10.25 Seven 
Faces of Dr. Lao; 3.30 Film—My Darling 
Daughters* Anniversary; 6.0 Today; 10.30 The X 
Film—The Best House In London. 

SOUTHERN 10.0 Hamste^ 10.15 Film- 
Sierra; 11.30 Mendips; 1.20 Southern News; 

3.30 Houseparty; 3.55 Jason King; 5.20 Father 
Gets Home; 6.0 Day By Day; 10.30 Place in 
Histoiy; 11.0 Adventurer; 11.30 News; 11.45 
Farm Progress. 

YORKSHIRE 10.40 Enchanted House; 10.55 
Michael Bentine; 11.5 Christmas Carol; 1.20 
Calendar; 3.30 Wake Me When the War is Over; 
6.0 Calendar; 10.30 Emmerdale; 11.25 Ski-ing. 


10.0 News at Tea 



10.30 

Hooie for the Holldoys 

WALTER BRENNAN 

JESSICA WALTER 

SALLY FIELD 

with Eleanor Parker 

Julie Harris Jill Haworth 

An ageing father summons his four 

estranged daughters to his bedside when 

he is convinced that his second wife is 


trying to poison him. 

The daughters have no great love for 
their father, whom they believe drove 
their mother to suicide. But, somehow, 
they are convinced that his life is in 
danger and they agree to stay . . . 

See film guide, page 26 


Benjamin Morgan 

Frederica 

Chris 

Alex 

Elizabeth 

Jo 

Dr, Ted Lindsay 
Sheriff 


Walter Brennan 
Jessica Walter 
Sally Field 
Eleanor Parker 
Julie Harris 
Jill Haworth 
John Fink 
Med Flory 


12.0 Closedown 


f indicates Repeat 




ARTHUR BELL & SONS LTD.,Estd.1825-Oneof thefew 
INDEPENDENT Companies left in the Scotch Whisky Industry 
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Warm to a glowing tale of 
Christmas as seen through 
the eyes of a child in 
The Little Match Girl. 
Lynsey Bezter 


I *1 sat through 20 hours 
i of film clips from past 
^ shows for the special edition 
of Look Who*s Talking. 
S^ing Ray playing his 
violin again was woith it,** 

' says Derek Batey. 


and Golda 
Casimir. 


9.30 TiSWOS 


Brought to you live from Studio Three 
m ATA^land, by the Tiswas Twins, 
Oiris Tarrant and John Asher, with 
Peter Tomlinson and Trevor East. Yes 
it’s Tiswas tinsel time. Tune in, turn 
on and titter. 

EDITORIAL ASSISTAhrr PETER MATTHEWS: 
PRODUCER PETER HARRIS 

A TV Network Production 


© Reproduction in whole or 
in part without permission 
of any of the programme 
details published in TV 
TIMES is strictly forbidden 
Independent Television Publications L td. 1974 


[ADVERTISEMENT] 

Tense nervous 

HEADACHE? 

How to break the vicious circle 
of tension - pressure - pain 

Doctors tell us tense nervous 
headaches are often caused by 
the strains of modern living. 
They start with a tightening of 
the muscles at the back of the 
neck, so building up pressure on 
the nerve endings and tiny blood 
vessels. The result is the pain 
we call a headache. It's a 
vicious circle, for the pain in¬ 
creases the tension and pressure 
to make the headache worse. 
'Anadin'* tablets break this 
vicious circle - fast. Its four in¬ 
gredients, approved by Doctors, 
get right to the root of the 
trouble.‘Anadin'relaxestension, 
and eases pressure by soothing 
away the pain. This helps you 
to throw off depression to leave 
you bright and cheerful. Re¬ 
member - nothing acts faster 
than ‘Anadin’. 

♦ Trade mark 


12.0 Hickory House 

ALAN ROTHWELL 

LOUISE HALL-TAYLOR 

BARRY SMITH'S THEATRE OF 

PUPPETS 

Moving 

BY BARRY HILL 

Dusty is dcxiging about Louise is on 
tiptoe and Humphrey and Alan are 
bending and stretching in search of 
treasure. 

The story, The Chick and the Duck'- 
ling, is by Mirra Ginsburg. 

SCRIPT EDITORS LIZ LEWIS, KAREN 
PLATT: DESIGNER ERIC DEAKINS : 
DIRECTOR MIKE BECKER; PRODUCER JOHN 
COOP 

Granada Television Production 

12.15 Amoiingly Enough 
It’s Rod Hull and Emu 

Emu's Christmas Holiday 

It may not be such a happy Christmas 
for Rod this year because Emu is going 
away—but he could always change his 
mind. 

DIRECTOR/PRODUCER STAN WOODWARD 
Thames Television Production 

12.30 Charles Dickens’ 
World of Christmas 

John Bluthal Alan Browning 

Dora Bryan Patrick Qargill 

Diana Coupland Les Dawson 

Arthur English Harry Fowler 

Gerald Harper Kathleen Harrison 
Meivyn Hayes James Hayter 

Gordon Honeycombe John Laurie 
Alfred Marks Bob Monkhouse 
Patricia Newell Ludmila Nova 
Pat Phoenix Patrick Troughton 
Freddie Trueman and 
Stephen Murray as Charles Dickens 
Dickensian characters come to life in a 
traditional celebration of carols and 
popular melodies. 

You’ll recognise Fagin, David Copper- 
field, Mr. Pickwick, the Cratchit family, 
Scrooge and many others acted by the 
star cast. J 

MUSIC DIRECTOR PETER HUSBAND: 

DESIGNER HOWARD DAWSON: DIRECTOR 
LEN LURCUCK 

Yorkshire Television Production 


1.0 First Report 


ROBERT KEE 
Robert Kee brings you up to date on 
what’s happening at home and abroad. 
Plus weather forecast and the Financial 
Times share index. 


1.15 Hark Now Hear 
ibe Angels Sing 

CINDY KENT 
JOHN FYFFE 

A journey in Christmas song along the 
banks of the mighty River TT^mes, sung 
by the choir of St. Richards with St. 
Andrews Church of England Pri mar y 
School, Ham, Richmond, Surrey, and 
along the way they are joined by Cindy 
Kent and John Fyffe. 

Together they bring a programme of 
carols for Christmas Eve set against 
backgrounds of the river ranging from 
the majesty of the Tower of London to 
the beauty of the upper reaches at 
Marlow. 

The conductor is Alan H. Dudenay. 
PRODUCER CHRISTOPHER PALMER 
Thames Television Production 

1.45 Look Who’s Tolking 

DEREK BATEY 

In this special festive edition, Derek 
Batey introduces again some of the stars 
he met during the last year — in¬ 
cluding Arthur Askey, Dickie Hender¬ 
son, Ted Ray, Norman Collier, Anita 
Harris, Ray Alan and Lord Charles, 
Peter Goodwright, Kenneth McKellar, 
Allan Stewart, Tessie O’Shea, Reginald 
Bouquet, Frank Carson, Sandy Powell, 
Chick Murray, Jimmy Logan, Johnny 
More, Roger Whittaker, Tony Hatch and 
Jackie Trent. 

DESIGNER JOHN M. HENDERSON: 

DIRECTOR NORMAN FRASER: PRODUCER 
DEREK BATEY 

Border Television Production 

2.45 The Three Worlds 
ot Gulliver 

KERWIN MATHEWS 
JO MORROW 
JUNE THORBURN 

The famous film fantasy adapted from 
the novel by Jonathan Swift, with special 
effects by Ray Harryhausen, more of 
who^ work you can see this Thursday 
evening in The Valley of Gwangi. 

See film guide, page 26 
Dr. Lemuel Gulliver Kerwin Mathews 
Gwendolyn Jo Morrow 

Elizabeth June Thorbum 

Reldresel Lee Patterson 

Emperor of LiUiput Basil Sydney 
Flimnap Martin Benson 

King of Brobdingnag Gregoire Aslan 
Queen of Brobdingnag Mary Ellis 

Makovan Charles Lloyd Pack 

Lord Bemogg Peter Bull 

SCREENPLAY ARTHUR ROSS, JACK SHER, 

FROM THE NOVEL BY JONATHAN SWIFT: 
DIRECTOR JACK SHER 


4.30 Magpie 
Christmas Special 

JENNY HANLEY 
MICK ROBERTSON 
DOUGLAS RAE 

Warm up for Christmas with this extra 
special Magpie. It’s special because 
there’s an audience to watch a feast of 
fun. It’s also special because there’s the 
top pop group Rocking Berries having 
fun with Twelve Days of Christmas, 
DIRECTORS RICHARD MERVYN, AUDREY 
STARRETT, PETER YOLLAND: PRODUCER 
RANDAL BEATTIE 

Thames Television Production 

5.15 The Little Match Girl 

BY HANS ANDERSEN, DRAMATISED BY 
JEREMY PAUL 

On a freezing Christmas Eve, a litde 
girl is trying to sell matches — she 
dare not go home until she has done 
so oc her father will beat her . . . 

Little Match Girl Lynsey Baxter 

^nhur David Howe 

Charlotte Annabelle Lanyon 

, Georgina Kean 

Cnarlottcs mother A nna Steele 

Charlottes father Ivor Roberts 

Susan Field 
Michael HaU 

Richman Norma Pitt 

^tirnan Paul Henry 

Lm Maggie Ollerenshaw 

mindman Edwin Brown 

Old washerwoman Golda Casimir 

Grandmother Susan Richards 

First spinster Dorothea Phillips 

Second spinster Marion Fiddick 

DESIGNER JAMES WEATHERUP: DIRECTOR/ 
PRODUCER RICHARD BRAMALL 
ATV Network Production 

Programmes as Midland except for: 

Batman; 11.30 Silent Flight; 
6.0 About Anglia- ^ * 

GR^ADA 9.30 Thunderbirds; 10.15 Christ- 
Story; 10.40 Ghost Train; 6.0 Granada 
Reports; 6.30 Ouch! 

9.50 Sesame; 10.50 Tabitha; 11.30 Silent 
Right; 5.15 Help; 5.25 Crossroads; 6.1 Report; 

6.15 Report Wales; 6.30 Dickens. 

AAK Service except: 

^30 Min A4awr; 4.45 Min Mwy; 5.0 Rainbow 
Coimtry; 6.1 Y Dydd; 10.20 Dan S^w. 

LONDON 9.30 Forgotten Pioneer; 9.55 
Cartoon; 10J5 Film—Follow That Dream; 6.0 
Dickens of a Christmas. 

SOUTHERN 10.0 Hammy; 10.15 Neigh- 
piunderbirds; 11.25 SUent FligS; 
11.55 News; 2.45 Houaepsrty; 3.5 Island; 3.55 
Match 4.25 Mapie; 5.15 Sinbad: 5.25 

Crossroads; 6.0 I>ay by Dey; 630 Chaflenge. 

YORKSHIRE 9.0 Story; 9.25 Skating; 10 20 
Giget; 11.10 Mitchell; 6.0 Calendar. 






































Christmas L 


There’s some judicial 
jollity in Gilbert 
and Sullivan’s comic 
operetta Trial by 
Jury tonight. Norma 
Burrowes (right) is 
the Plaintiff, with 
Judge, Eric Shilling 


\ 






^ Last judgement—Diana Coupland/ ^ 
is Mrs. Cratchit to John Laurie 
as Scrooge (above) in Charles / ^ 

^ Dickens* World of Christmas, i ^ ' 
Val Doonican (right) reveals his own A | ^ 

good judgement by including in the / ^ j 

quests to lus show Jimmy Kennedy, ^ « 

writer of more than 450 hit songs • • . 


C -Jf. 


5.50 News 
6.0 ATV Today 


6.35 

Crossroads 

Hugh and Meg start house hunting, and 
there’s excitement at the motel . . . 


This tveek*s cast: 
Meg Richardson 
Mr. Booth 
Shughie McFee 
Amy Turtle 
Dot Smith 
Vera Downend 
David Hunter 
Diane Parker 
Hugh Mortimer 
Wilf Harvey 
Roy Mollison 
Florrie Harvey 
Sheila Mollison 
Sam Came 
Sandy Richardson 
Jill Harvey 
Stan Harvey 
Keith Willett 


Noele Gordon 
David Lawton 
Angus Lennie 
Aim Cjeorge 
Jennifer Hill 
Zeph Gladstone 
Ronald Allen 
Susan Hanson 
John Bentley 
Morris Parsons 
Richard Frost 
Penelope Shaw 
Sonia Fox 
Jack Woolgar 
Roger Tonge 
Jane Rossington 
Edward Clayton 
Trevor Bannister 


WRITERS PETER LING, MICHALA CREES 
BASIL DAWSON, MALCOLM HULKE: 
DIRECTOR KENNETH CARTER: PRODUCER 
JACK BARTON 

ATV Network Production 


7.0 

The Val Doonican Show 

PAUL MELBA 

guest JIMMY KENNEDY 

with KENNY WOODMAN AND 

HIS ORCHESTRA 

FABRIC 

The second show in Val’s new series. 
Resident star Paul Mr. Impersonator 
looks at how stars like Colombo, Bilko 
and Edward G. Robinson will spend 
Christmas. 

Val’s special guest is song writer 
Jimmy Kennedy, who has written over 
450 songs, including South of the 
Border, Hokey Cokey, Red Sails in the 
Sunset, Isle of Capri. 

Jimmy plays the piano and Val joins 
him in a medUey of some of his biggest 
hits. 

Music associate is Roger Richards. 
WRITERS ROY TUVEY, MAURICE SELLAR: 
DESIGNER LEWIS LOGAN : DIRECTOR/ 
PRODUCER KEITH BECKETT 
ATV Network Production 

7.30 The Gipsy Moths 

BURT LANCASTER 
DEBORAH KERR 
GENE HACKMAN 

The Gypsy Moths of the title are three 
men of different ages and temperaments 
linked by a common—and dangerous— 


calling. They are all members of a 
free-fall parachuting team. 

See film guide, page 26 


Mike Rettig 
Elizabeth Brandon 
Joe Browdy 
Malcolm West 
V. John Brandon 
Annie Burke 
Waitress 


Burt Lancaster 
Deborah Kerr 
Gene Hackman 
Scott Wilson 
William Windom 
Bonnie Bedelia 
Sheree North 


SCREENPLAY WILLIAM HANLEY: DIRECTOR 
JOHN FRANKENHEIMER 


9.30 Morkheloi 

ADAPTED BY TOM WRIGHT 
FROM A STORY BY ROBERT LOIHS 
STEVENSON 


DEREK JACOBI 
JULIAN GLOVER 
PAUL CURRAN 


It is Christmas Day 1870 in the shop 
of an antique dealer in Edinburgh. The 
dealer admits Markheim, a dissolute 
young man. An argument develops 
which has tra^c consequences. 

Special music and sound effects are 
by Frank Spedding. 


The dealer Paul Curran 

Markheim Derek Jacobi 

The Stranger Julian Glover 

Maid Sally Kinghom 

DESIGNER PETER ALEXANDER: DIRECTOR 
TINA WAKERELL: EXECUTIVE PRODUCER: 
LIAM HOOD 


Scottish Television Production 


10.0 News at Ten 
10.20 Trial hy Jury 

BY W. S. GILBERT AND ARTHUR SULLIVAN 

A new production for television of 
Gilben and Sullivan’s first successful 
operetta, written 1(X) years ago. It tells 
of a jilted bride who sues the elusive 
groom for breach of promise. 

The Plaintiff Norma Burrowes 

The Defendant John Brecknock 

The Learned Judge Eric Shilling 
Counsel for the Plaintiff Denis Dowling 
Usher Harold Blackburn 

Foreman of the 

Jury Peter Lehmann Bedford 

The Ambrosian Opera Chorus 
(Chorus Master: John McCarthy) 

The English Chamber Orchestra 
(Leader: Carl Pini) 

Conducted by Charles Mackerras 
DESIGNER PETER PHILLIPS: DIRECTOR 
PETER POTTER 

Granada Television Production 


11.0 

The Mass of the Nativity 

See panel below 
12.20 Closedown 



POPE PAUL VI opens the Jubilee Year of 1975 
before the Holy Door in St. Peter’s—and invites 
the world to a year of reconciliation and renewal 
of the Christian Spirit. 

As people all over Britain make their way to 
their parish churches, in Rome, Pope Paul cele¬ 
brates the birth of Chir Lord with Mass of the 
Nativity in the place where Christians have wor¬ 
shipped for more than 1,9(X) years. 

The singing is by the choir of the Sistine 
Chapel. 

COMMENTARY IS BY FATHER AGNELLUS ANDREW, 
O.F.M., AND THE PROGRAMME IS DIRECTED BY 
FRANCO ZEFFIRELU FOR THE ITALIAN TELEVISION 
SERVICE. JIM POPLB IS THE CO-ORDINATOR FOR 
THAMES TELEVISION 


THE MASS 
OF THE 
NATIVITY 


From the Basilica 
of St. Peter, Rome 


iXLUiA: 


I 
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Mud, seen above, sing their festive number, Lonely 
This Christmasy on today’s Christmas Rock with 
4 jy which is well seasoned with surprises. And 
laugh-a-line Leslie Crowther ensures that children in 
Hull Royal Infirmary enjoy a very Merry Morning. 


It’s Sooty’s 
puppet party 
with fun and 
games galore 
—and areal 
live turkey. 
Far from 
happy with a 
strut-on 
part, this 
would-be 
Christmas 
dinner flaps 
and flutters 
around the 
I studio on an 
unscripted 
scene-stealing 
flight of 
fancy . . . 


8.45 Carols in Kirkgate 

from the Castle Museum, 
York 

Christmas carols from the York Phil¬ 
harmonic Male Voice Choir, under 
their director R. B. Lister, and the 
IBeckfield Secondary School Choir. 
Kirkgate is a reconstructed Victorian 


Jersey 
Guernsey 
Isle of Man 
and the 
Scillies 


This year take an island 
holiday with Galleon. We give 
you a good choice of hotels and 
convenient travel by air, sea or 
rail, with departures from all 
major cities. 

Galleon are number one in 
British holidays. We have been 
arranging them for over 50 years. 
Our long established reputation 
is your guarantee of reliability 
and value for money. 


Send for free brochure to: 
Galleon Vforld Travel, 

1 Old Square, 

The Priory Queensway, 
Birmingham B4 6PG 
Tel: Birmingham 236 6414/5 

Name-- 

Address^- 


see your travel agent 

Member ABTA CAA ATOL 22X)AB 


seaman and visionan^, who shows them 
the delights of his dty, and explains how 
his people live by the “fruits of the sea”. 
He also tells the voyagers that they will 
never be able to leave. 

Their subsequent plans to escape are 
put in abeyance when the city is men¬ 
aced by Mobula, a gigantic undersea 
creature. 

See film guide, page 26 


Capu Nemo 
Robert Fraser 
Helena 
Mala 
Bamaby 
Swallow 
Joab 
Lomax 
Philip 
Navigator 
Engineer 


Roben Ryan 
Chuck Connors 
Nanette Newman 
Luciana Paluzzi 
Bill Fraser 
Kenneth Connor 
John Turner 
Allan Cuthbenson 
Christopher Hanston 
Vincent Harding 
Ralph Nosseck 


SCREENPLAY PIP AND JANE BAKER AND 
R. WRIGHT CAMPBELL, SUGGESTED BY A 
JULES VERNE NOVEL! DIRECTOR 
JAMES HILL 

1.15 Christmas 
Rock with 45 

KID JENSEN ROSKO 

MUD BAY CITY ROLLERS 

RUSS BALLARD 
COLIN BLUNSTONE 
KEN BOOTHE 

DAVE COUSINS RICK WAKEMAN 
QUEEN ZIQ ZAG 

Kid Jensen, helped by former 45 com¬ 
pere Rosko, introduces an explosive 
Christmas cracker. 

It’s part rock, it’s pan pop—it’s all 
action. There’s also some big name 
surprises. 

Mud sii^ their latest chan buster 
Lonely This Christmas, Queen vibe in 
with Killer Queen and the Bay City 
Rollers sing . . . well, that’s a secret. 
Swing into Christmas. 

GRAPHICS JIM QUICK! MUSIC DIRECTOR 
DEREK HILTON! CHOREOGRAPHER KEN 
MARTYN! DIRECTOR PETER WALKER! 
PRODUCER MURIEL YOUNG 
Granada Television Production 


cobbled street of shops in the Castle 
Museum which sets the scene for this 
morning’s traditional and colourful 
programme of carols. Both choirs are 
in period dress, and appear by per¬ 
mission of the Curator. t 

director/PRODUCER GRAHAM WATTS 
Yorkshire Television Production 

9.20 

A Story from the BIhle 

The Birth of Jesus 
PRINCESS GRACE OF MONACO 
THE HUDDERSFIELD CHORAL 
SOCIETY 

Princess Grace of Monaco reads the 
story of the nativity from the King James 
Bible. Members of the Huddersfield 
Choral Society, under chorus master 
Douglas Robinson, provide some glorious 
Christmas music for the recreation of the 
birth of Christ. t 

DESIGNER HOWARD DAWSON ! DIRECTOR 
LEN LURCUCK 

Yorkshire Television Production 

9.30 Sooty’s Christmas 
Party 

HARRY CORBETT 
Freddie Davies Charmian Dora 
Matthew Corbett Karl Johnson 
Gerry Marsden Julian Littman 

Everyone gets presents at Sooty’s home 
this morning. Harry’s friends from Rain¬ 
bow decorate his house as a surprise, 
but a couple of Christmas ‘crackers’ 
named Man and Gerry decorate it in 
quite a different way. Freddie Davies 
gets decorated, too, as Sooty and Sweep 
help him sing The Twelve Days of 
Christmas, and Uncle Harry deserves a 
decoration for helping Sooty in an 
‘explosive’ situation when they make the 
Qmstmas pud. However, he survives to 
join The Sooty-Braden Show Band, and 
all of Sooty’s guests who still Wish it 
could be Christmas Every Day. 

DESIGNER COLIN ANDREWS ! DIRECTOR/ 
PRODUCER DENNIS KIRKLAND 
Thames Television Production 


19.0 A Service for 
Christmas Morning 

from Sandringham Parish 
Church, Norfolk 

Sandringham, like Windsor and Bal¬ 
moral, has a special significance for 
English-speaking people everywhere, and 
a very special place in the affections of 
the Royal Family. This morning’s 
service, from the little parish church, is 
conducted by the Rector, the Rev. Alan 
Glendining and the Rev. Jc^in Cotton, 
Vicar in the Sandringham Group of 
Parishes, assisted by members of the 
congregatioiL The organist is Tony Fitt 
Savage and the commentary is by Canon 
Peter Freeman. 

DIRECTOR LEN CAYNES 
Anglia Television Production 

11.0 A Merry Mornlag 

LESLIE CROWTHER 
and Keith Harris 

Leslie Crowther visits the Children’s 
WaM at Hull Royal Infinmry to enter¬ 
tain some of the young patients who 
spending Christmas there. Ventriloquist 
Keith is accompanied by ‘Cuddles’— 
who needs little persuasion to join in 
the fun. 

PRODUCER ANDY GULLEN! EXECUTIVE 
PRODUCER LAWRIE HIGGINS 
Yorkshire Television Production 

11.30 Captala Nemo and 
the Underwater City 

ROBERT RYAN 
CHUCK CONNORS 
NANETTE NEWMAN 
LUCIANA PALUZZI 
with Bill Fraser 
Kenneth Connor 

The late 19th century! lashed by giant 
waves, a ship is wrecked in the Atlantic 
Ocean. Six survivors, including a U.S. 
senator, Robert Fraser, are rescued by 
men from a strange underwater craft 
called the Nautilus. 

The Nautilus takes Fraser and his 
companions to Templemer, a fantastic 
undersea dty, anchored to the ocean 
floor under a great dome of crystal and 
gold. 

They are introduced to Captain Nemo, 


Programmas aa Midland axcapt for: 
GRANADA 11.40 Alfred Hitchcodc Presents. 
H i V 11.45 Orson Welles Mysteries. 

HTTV (Wales) as General Service except: 
11.0 Caed Baban Bach; 1.15 Miri Mawr; 1.30 
Miri Mwy; 1.45 Waggily Tale. 
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Never been to 
GUERNSEY? 

You don’t know 
whot you’re 
missing! 

GUERNSEY is the British 
holiday island with the 
Continental touch—the 
island that literally 
thousands of visitors return 
to year after year after year! 


You know why they go back ? 
Because they’ve never had the 
smiling welcome at any other 
holiday resort at home or 
overseas . . . because they enjoy 
more sun, cleaner air, clearer 
water .. . because they feel 
closer to nature with a score of 
sandy bays and beaches to 
choose from, beautiful cliff 
walks, the tranquilly busy life 
of St. Peter Port. . . because 
Guernsey is different! 


Oh yes, they have first-class 
food and wine, comfortable beds 
at reasonable prices, sport and 
entertainment, marvellous 
shopping at attractive prices 
(and no VAT), sea-trips to 
Herm and Sark and the coast 
of France . . . but above all 
Guernsey is cheerfully, happily, 
uniquely different! 
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Christmas. A time for family togetherness. Today, the Queen broad¬ 
casts her traditional Christmas message to the Commonwealth of nations 


2.0 Dovid Nixon’s 
Christmas Magic 

with AiMi MACDONALD 
ROBERT HARBiN 
LYNSEY DE PAUL 
FRED KAPS 

and SHARi LEWiS with 
LAMB CHOP 

Christmas has always had its own special 
magic. This afternoon, David Nixon 
adds his own brand of. m^ic and invites 
a few of his friends to join in. 

The show is written by David and 
production associate George Martin, 
music and magic associates are Norman 
Stevens and Ali Bongo respectively and 
music direaor is Ronnie Aldrich. 

DESIGNER PETER ELLIOTT: DIRECTOR/ 
PRODUCER ROYSTON MAYOR 
Thames Television Production 

3.0 The Queen 

The Queen speaks to 
the Commonwealth. 

3.10 Those Mognificem 
Men in Their Bying 
Mnchines 

Or: How I Flew from London to Paris 
in 25 Hours and 11 Minutes 
SARAH MILES JAMES FOX 

TERRY-THOMAS ERIC SYKES 

STUART WHiTMAN 
BENNY HiLL TONY HANCOCK 
ROBERT MORLEY 
RED SKELTON GERT FROBE 

In 1910, Guards officer Richard Mays 
conceives a way to focus world attention 
on the fledgling spon of flying: an air 
race from London to Paris across the 
English Channel. 

The event is a tremendous success, 
attracting Orvil Newton, a Panhandle 
pilot from America; an Italian count 
who sings opera alof^ and has legions of 
bambinos; a Japanese gentleman with an 
impeccable Oxford accent; a thick- 
skulled Prussian who insists that all a 
German officer need do to fly, is stidt to 
the book of instructions; and Frenchman 
Dubois, for whom every field seems to 
hold a pretty girl. 

There is also Sir Percy Ware-Armi- 



tage, who, with his downtrodden valet 
Courmey in tow, will stop at nothing to 
win the race. 

See film guide, page 26 
Hon. Patricia Rawnsley Sarah Miles 
Richard Mays James Fox 

Orvil Newton Stuart Whitman 

Sir Percy Ware-Armitage Terry-Thomas 


Courtney 
Perkins {Fire Chief) 
Harry Popperwell 
Col. Von Holstein 
Lord Rawnsley 
Pierre Dubois 
Emilio Ponticelli 
Marlene 
Francoise I 
Yvette I 

Betty J 

Yamamoto 
Mother Superior 
George Gruber 
McDougal 
Sophia Ponticelli 
Neanderthal man 


Eric Sykes 
Benny Hill 
Tony Hancock 
Gen Frobe 
Robert Morley 
Jean-Pierre Cassel 
Alberto Sordi 

Irina Demick 

Yojiro Ishihara 
]Rora Robson 
Sam Wanamaker 
Gordon Jackson 
Zena Marshall 
Red Skelton 
Copt. Rumplestrosse Karl Michael Vogler 
Asst. Fire Chief Norman Rossingion 
Gascoyne Tremayne William Rushton 
Jecm Davy Kaye 

Parsons Jeremy Lloyd 

Old colonel Fred Emney 

French postman Eric Barker 

SCREENPLAY JACK DAVIES, KEN 
ANNAKIN: DIRECTOR ken ANNAKIN 


5.35 News 

5.45 Meet Peters And Lee 

LENNIE PETERS 
DIANNE LEE 

guest star LESLIE GROWTHER 
Mike Sammes Singers 

Starring for the first time in their own 
show, Lennie and Di invite you to join 
them for music and comedy. They will 
be singing some of their hits, including 
Welcome Home and their latest. Closer, 
Leslie My Good Woman Crowther 
interrupts the medley with his hilarious 
humour. 

Jack Parnell and his Orchestra supply 
the music and music associate is Alan 
Bence. 

WRITER BRYAN BLACKBURN: DESIGNER 

DAVID chandler: director/producer 

COLIN CLEWES 

ATV Network Production 





























the heels of Peters 
and Lee this after¬ 
noon comes muffed 
magic man 
Tommy Cooper. 
He’s got his own 
special brand of 
festive foolishness, 
plus Dana s ingi n g 
her latest release. 


FLYING over France 

and riding down 
Mexico way — 
Stuart Whitman is 
j one of Those Magni- 
yficent Men in Their 
Flying Machines (left, 
with his magnifi¬ 
cent woman, Sarah 
Miles) while John 
Wayne and Rock 
Hudson (below) 
come face to face 
I in The Undefeated. 


6.15 llie Tommy Cooper 7.50 The Undefeated 
Hour 


with VIC DAMONE 
DANA ANDRE TAHON 

ALLAN CUTHBERTSON 
TOMMY GODFREY 

Getting mixed up in Tommy’s mix-ups 
are Glyn Houston, Damaris Hayman and 
Annette Potts. Ronnie Aldrich, Joseph 
Pamello and Bumie Whibley provide the 
musical arrangements, music associate is 
Norman Stevens, and music direaor is 
Ronnie Aldrich. 

WRITER DICK HILLS : DESIGNERS ALEX 
MACINTYRE, JOHN PLANT: DIRECTOR/ 
PRODUCER ROYSTON MAYOH 
Thames Television Production 

7.15 This Is Vow Ufe 

EAMONN ANDREWS 

Christmases past become Christmases 
present and the most memorable 
Christmas of all for someone when 
Eamonn Andrews unwraps his—or her 
—‘Life’. 

PROGRAMME ASSOCIATE MARTIN 
ROBERTSON: PROGRAMME CONSULTANTS 
TOM BRENNAND AND ROY BOTTOMLBY: 
DIRECTOR ROBERT REED: WtODUCER JACK 
CRANSHAW 

Thames Television Production 


JOHN WAYNE 
ROCK HUDSON 

Ben Johnson Bruce Cabot 

Marian McCargo Tony Aguilar 
Jan-Michael Vincent 

Col. John Henry Thomas and his Union 
forces win what turns out to be their 
last battle of the Civil War. Hearing that 
the war is over, Thomas, Short Grub, 
Blue Boy (Thomas’ adopted son) and 
others head west where they propose to 
round up and sell wild horses. 

At the same time. Confederate 
Colonel James Langdon, unwilling to 
accept life in a conquer^ land, leaves 
his Lousiana plantation in flames, and 
leaves for Mexico with his family and 
men. 

These two forces are destined to battle 
not only each other, but a gang oi 
Mexican bandits, agents of Emperor 
Maximilian of Mexico, and a troop of 
French cavalry, before the blue and the 
grey finally merge into the red, white 
and blue. 

See film guide, page 26 

Col. John Henry Thomas John Wayne 
Col James Langdon Rock Hudson 

Anne Langdon Marian McC^argo 

Margaret Langdon Lee Meriwether 


Short Grub 
Bubba Wilkes 
Gen. Rojas 
Jeff Netvby 
Blue Boy 

Charlotte Langdon 
Gen. Joe Masters 
Webster 
Maj. Sanders 
Christian 
Giles 

McCartney 
Escalante 
Big George 
Jimmy CoUins 
Parker 
Dan Morse 
Diaz 

Anderson 
SCREENPLAY JAMES LEE BARRETT: 
DIRECTOR ANDREW V. MCLAGLEN 


Ben Johnson 
Jan-Michael Vincent 
Tony Aguilar 
Bruce Cabot 
Roman Gabriel 
Melissa Newman 
Paul Fix 
Harry Carey Jnr. 
Royal Dano 
John Agar 
Guy Raymond 
Dub Taylor 
Pedro Armendariz Jnr. 
Merlin Olsen 
James McEachin 
Gregg Palmer 
Richard Mulligan 
Carlos Rivas 
Edward Faulkner 


cast, and the Bristol Sinfonia, conducted 
by Colin Sauer. 

Music director is Eric Wetherell. 
WRITER NEIL SHAND: ASSOCIATE 
PRODUCER MICHAEL BAKEWELL: 

DIRECTOR/PRODUCER TERRY DELACEY 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER ALEP VAUGHAN 
HTV Production 

11.45 Closedown 


Christmas magic 


with host David Nixon, Lamb Chop and Shari Lewis 


10.0 News 

10.15 Privoie Lives 

Denis Mitchell, whose extraordinary 
series of Private Lives won so much 
critical acclaim this autumn, tomght 
brings you another intimate portrait of 
an unusual person. 

The cameraman is Lcs Young, the 
film editor is Tony Smith. 

DIRECTOR/PRODUCER DENIS MITCHELL 
Granada Television Production 

10.45 for TMs Ctirlsmios 
Only 

SIR GERAINT EVANS 

SPIKE MILLIGAN 

DAME FLORA ROBSON 

RACHEL ROBERTS 

KIRI TE-KANAWA 

RYLAND DAVIES 

WYNFORD VAUGHAN-THOMAS 

THE SCHOLARS 

Sir Geraint Evans recaptures some of 
the warmth and nostalgia of a Victorian 
Christmas with carols, songs and mono¬ 
logues that our great-grand parents 
loved. He is helped by an impressive 


OnmSB 


for your holiday this year— 
or a long weekend. 
Re-discover the peace 
and beauty of Lakeland 
this spring. 

Cumbria Tourist Boar^ 
Ellerthwaite, Windermere. 


Name 


Address 


mi 


I Send 25p including p<»t & racking 
] Please send me your hill emour 
brochure and accommodation list 
I for English Lakeland so that I can 

I get away to a refreshing 
experience... 


in^nglish 

^ak§land 










































Fantasy flight — modern explorers discover Fancy free—Gary Collins, Diana 
The Island at the Top of the World in Clapperboard Mul^ur star in Bom Free Premiere 


Fl3ring flames—Russian circus star Yuri plays with fire; 
^Stewpot* is ringmaster in Chipperfield*s Christmas Circus 


8.30 The Partridge Family 

SHIRLEY JONES 
DAVID CASSIDY in 


Don't Bring Your Guns to 
Town, Santa 


The Partridge Family bus breaks down 
in a ghost town on Christmas Eve. 


Shirley 

Keith 

Laurie 

Danny 

Chris 

Tracy 

Reuben Kincaid 


Shirley Jones 
David Cassidy 
Susan Dey 
Danny Bonaduce 
Brian Forster 
Suzanne Crough 
Dave Madden 


9.0 On the Twelfth Day 

On the first day of Christmas 
My true love sent to me 
A partridge in a pear tree . . . 

. . . And, by the twelfth day. True Love 
had really done the lucky girl proud. In 
this unusual film, designed by Ronald 
Searle and starring David O’Brien, 
Wendy Toye and Franklin Bennett, the 
old song comes to life—complete with 
a cast of 382 animals, birds and lords 
a-leaping! t 

PRODUCER GEORGE K. ARTHUR 


9.20 

The Man Called Ulntstone 

A full-length feature cartoon, foUow- 
ii^ the hair-raising adventures of tele¬ 
vision’s most up-to-date caveman. 

Fred Flintstone is the exact double 
of famous secret agent Rock Slag. When 
Slag is injured trying to locate aq inter¬ 
national spy chief, the Green Goose, 
Fred is persuaded to take the assign¬ 
ment. Soon, he is on his way to stone- 
age Paris. S.M.I.R.K. agents stop at 
nothing in their efforts to eliminate 
him... 

With the voices of Alan Reed, Mel 
Blanc, Jean Vander Pyl, Gerry John¬ 
son, Don Messick, Janet Waldo, Paul 
Frees, June Foray, Harvey Korman and 
John Stephenson. 

See film guide, page 26 
SCREENPLAY HARVEY BULLOCK, RAY 
ALLEN : PRODUCERS/DIRECTORS JOSEPH 
BARBERA, WILLIAM HANNAH 


Programmes as Midland except for: 

ANGLIA 11.15 Hawaii Five-O. 

GRANADA 8.45 Cartoon; 11.15 The Murder 
in The Red Bam. 

HTV 12.0 Merrie Melodies; 12.20 Little Match 
Girl; 11.15 Mahler Concert. 

HTV (Wales) as General Service except: 
2.0 Miri Mawr; 2.15 Miri Mwy; 10.0 Dan Syfw; 
11.5 0*r Wasg. 


LONDON 11.15 Night Gallery. 


SOUTHERN 11.15 Tom Paxton; 11.45 
Weather, Guideline. 

YORKSHIRE 11.15 Corridor 400. 


10.45 

The Blind Horn’s Hate 

"North you may run 

To the rime ringed sun 

Or south to the blind hom*s hate'* 

So Wtote Rudyard Kipling nearly a 
century ago. i^lier this year, more 
than 150 men and women in 17 ocean 
racing yachts completed the first round- 
the-world race. 

They ran south, through the roaring 
forties, the freezing fifties and the savage 
sixties, to sample the blind hate of Cai^ 
Horn and then north to the sun, Rio 
de Janeiro at carnival time, and home 
to Portsmouth. 

This is the story of endurance, of 
death and glory, of men and women 
against nature at her most furious. Many 
of the sequences in the film were first 
seen in Southern Television’s award¬ 
winning documentary The Race Apart. 
FILM EDITOR CHRISTOPHER WENTZELL: 
DIRECTOR MIKE FINLASON 
Southern Television Production 

n.io 

Christmas Clapperboard 

CHRIS KELLY 

"The second star to the right and keep 
right on till morning”, that’s the way to 
Never Never Land according to Peter 
Pan. 

But in this special Christmas edition 
of Clapperboard Chris takes you the 
easy way to the incredible places that 
exist only in the imagination, when he 
shows clips from the new Disney film 
Island at' the top of the World, and the 
re-released classic Peter Pan. 

COMPILER GRAHAM MURRAY: 

DIRECTOR DAVID WARWICK: PRODUCER 
MURIEL YOUNG 

Granada Television Production 

11.40 Rolnbow 

GEOFFREY HAYES 
STANLEY BATES 
CHARMIAN DORE 
JULIAN LITTMAN 
KARL JOHNSON 
ROY SKELTON 
Christmas Party 

BY JOHN KERSHAW 

Ge^rey, Bungle and their friends invite 
you to a Boxing Day party. Geoffrey 
makes some paper hats and everyone 
joins in with party songs and games. 

The puppeteers are John Thirde and 
Christopher Leith, and Curly and 
Straight and Sally and Jake are by 
Marit Hall and Brian Cosgrove. t 
DIRECTOR DARROL BLAKE: PRODUCER 
PAMELA LONSDALE 
Thames Television Production 


12.0 

Born Free Premiere 

GARY COLLINS 
DIANA MULDAUR 
and ELSA THE LIONESS 
Filmed entirely in Kenya and created 
and developed by Carl Foreman—this 
is based on the best-selling Joy Adam¬ 
son book Bom Free. 

When the lions share the profits: see 
page 16 

George Adamson Gary Collins 

Joy Adamson Diana Muldaur 

Makedde Hal Frederick 

Nuru Peter Lukoye 

12.55 Hews 


1.0 Chipperfleld’s 
Christmas Circus 

Ed Stewpot Stewan is guest ringmaster 
to introduce some sensational acts. From 
Mexico come the Flying Palacios; Yuri 
and Tonya, from Russia, thrill with their 
balancing act; the Mohawks with their 
horseriding act; aqd Leigh Marsh pre¬ 
sents her poodles. There’s also the 
clowns Jacko Fossett and Little Billy 
and Cc^pany. The Chipperfield ele¬ 
phants are presented by Jimmy Stockley, 
and the tigers by Dick (Chipperfield. 

MUSIC ASSOCIATE BOBBY HEATH: MUSIC 
DIRECTOR ALAN BRADEN: DESIGNER FRANK 
GILLMAN; DIRECTOR/PRODUCER 
CHRISTOPHER PALMER 

Thames Television Production 


Galleon 
for Britain 

You needn't look any further than Britain or 
her islands to hnd your ideal hoUday-a seaside 
resort or a rural retreat. 


And when you book through 
Galleon you're in safe hands. 
We've been arranging hoUdays 
in Britain for over 50 years. CW 
long estabhshed reputation is 
your guarantee of rehability and 
value for money. 

Look through our 1975 
brochures and you'll see oiu wide 
selection and oiu expert touch. 

We offer fully inclusive 
holidays or just accommodation 
at a G^eon hotel for those who 
want to travel in their own cat 
ALL OVER BRITAIN 
Our 40 page brochure for 
holidays aU over Britain, includ¬ 
ing Galleon's own comfortable 
hotels where you can enjoy a 
friendly holiday in attractive 
surrotmdings and spacious 
gardens. Gtxxl food and plenty 


of entertainment. 

AND THE ISLANDS 

A wide choice of holidays 
in the Islands-Jersey, Guernsey, 
Isle of Man, the Scillies. 


I Off season reductions, speciaTl 
children's terms, facilities for 
motorists, well-planned optional 
excursions-full details in the 
Galleon Brochures. 

Name_ 

Address_ 


Send for free brochure to: 

Galleon W)rld Travel, 

1 Old ^uare, 

The Priory Queensway, 

Birminglum B4 6PG 
Tel: Birmingham 236 6414/5 
I or see your travel agent 

Member ABTA CAAArOL220AB 
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First, Node—guest Node Gordon that is, in 
The Golden Shot; second. Whodunnit f sleuths 
Patrick Mower, Wendy Craig, Derek Nimmo and 
Leslie Crowther, with chairman Jon Pertwee 
bacldng the suspects; thir<^ the great drag 
man himsdf in Tonight with Dam^ La Rue 


\ 

I 


2.0 Coptain Nooh ond 
His nooting Zoo 

A light-heaned animated version of the 
traditional sto^ of Noah and his family 
with the music of Joseph Horovitz and 
the words of Michael Flanders. 

# The programme took a year to make 
and comes from Brian Cosgrove, the 
man who made The Magic Ball, 

SOUND BOB AUGER: DIRECTOR BRIAN 
COSGROVE : PRODUCER DOUGLAS TERRY 

Granada Television Production 


2.30 

The Oreot Race 


TONY CURTIS 
NATALIE WOOD 
Keenan Wynn 


JACK LEMMON 
PETER FALK 
Dorothy Provine 


A kaleidoscope of colour and custard- 
pie fun whi^ its producers described 
as the greatest comedy of all time! The 
Great Leslie, clad all in white, is deter¬ 
mined to win the great 1900 automobile 
race from New York to Paris. So is the 
moustache-twirling Professor Fate, the 
wickedest man in the world, with his 
assistant Max, the second wickedest man. 

The Great Leslie has a score to settle. 
It was Fate’s arrow that pierced his 
balloon, preventing him setting up a 
new aeronautical record. Fate, too, has 
a score to setde. The balloon landed 
on his car. 


Maggie Du Bois, a grimly determined 
female who smokes cigars, joins the fray 
as a reporter for the New York Sentinel. 
The Great Race is on! 


See film guide, page 26 

Leslie Gallant III 
Professor Fate 
Maggie Du Bois 
Maximilian Mean 
Hezekiah Sturdy 
Lily Olay 
Henry Goodbody 
Hester Goodbody 
Texas Jack 


Tony Curds 
Jack Lemmon 
Natalie Wood 
Peter Falk 
Keenan Wynn 
Dorothy Provine 
Arthur O’Connell 
Vivian Vance 
Larry Storch 


Baron Rolfe Von Stuppe Ross Martin 
General Kuhnster George Macready 
Erisbee Marvin Kaplan 

Chairman J. Edward McKinley 

Sheriff Denver Pyle 

Starter Frank Krieg 


SCREENPLAY ARTHUR ROSS: DIRECTOR 
BLAKE EDWARDS 


All programmes are in colour 
unless otherwise stated 


5.15 The Bolden Shot 

BOB MONKHOUSE 
MAX BYGRAVES 
NOELE GORDON 
TONY CHRISTIE 
MICHEL HENRY 
Anne Aston Wei Wei Wong 
In this special Christmas edidon, shoot- 
along with Bob and golden partner 
Michel Henry, and singalong with Max 
Bygraves, who wants to Dance in the 
Old Fashioned Way, and Crossroads* 
Noele Gordon, who dedicates her num¬ 
ber To My Daughter. 

Programme associate is Tony Hawes 
and the music director is Johnny 
Patrick. 

DESIGNER NORMAN SMITH: DIRECTOR/ 
PRODUCER DICKY LEEMAN 

ATV Network Production 

6.15 News and Sport 



6.30 Whodunnit? 

JON PERTWEE WENDY CRAIG 
PATRICK MOWER DEREK NIMMO 
LESLIE CROWTHER 


A Piece of Cake 

BY LANCE PERaVAL, JEREMY LLOYD 


In this special Christmas edidon of the 
popular Whodunnit? quiz, Alexander 
Anderson, who recendy inherited a for¬ 
tune, drops dead in the middle of his 
speech after the annual family dinner on 
Christmas Eve. There are six suspects 
—but which has the best modve? An 
added mystery is the brief appearance of 
two famous male stars. Who are they? 

The sleuths are Wendy Craig, Leslie 
Crowther, Patrick Mower and Derek 
Nimmo, who, under the guidance of 
chairman Jon Pertwee, follow a sprink¬ 
ling of clues in an effort to spot the 
murderer. 

Copt. Alexander 

Anderson 
Marjorie Tempest 
James Anderson 
Betty Anderson 
Dr. Eric Brooks 
Jane Anderson 
Mr. Loins 
Waiter 


William Russell 
Nicola Pagett 
Michael Lees 
Lesley Nunnerley 
Rcmald Hines 
Valerie Holliman 
Haipld Kasket 
Barrie Gosney 


DEVISERS LANCE PEROVAL, JEREMY 
LLOYD: DESIGNER ROY STANNARD: 
DIRECTOR ROBERT REED: PRODUCER 
MALCOLM MORRIS 


Thames Television Production 


7.15 The Valley of Bwangl 

JAMES FRANCISCUS . 

GILA GOLAN 
RICHARD CARLSON 

A spectacular film thriller about the 
discovery of a lost valley where pre¬ 
historic beasts still roam. 

It is 1912: a ^psy named Carlos 
finds his brother dying, savagely mauled, 
near the entrance to Forbidden Valley, 
Mexico; the dying man is clutching a 
small bag that contains a tiny animal. 

Carlos takes the animal to the Wild 
West Show that the glamorous “T.J.” 
Breckenridge is presented in a nearby 
town. T.J. has her own problem—the 
arrival of Tuck, her ex-partner, and ex¬ 
lover. 

When she shows Tuck the animal, he 
is amazed. It is a tiqy horse. He calls 
in a British paleontologist. Professor 
Bromley, who has been digging in the 
area, to see it. Bromley says it is an 
eohippus, believed to have been extinct 
for 50 million years. 

Tuck goes to an old blind ^psy 
called Tia Zorina to ask her for direc¬ 
tions to Forbidden Valley. She flatly 
refuses, saying that, if the tiny horse 
is not returned, the curse erf Gwangi 
will be upon them all . . . 

See film guide, page 26 

Tuck Kirby James Frandscus 

Teresa “T. J** Breckenridge Gila Golan 


Richard Carlson 

Laurence Naismith 
Freda Jackson 
Gustavo Rojo 
Dennis Kilba^ 
Mario de Barros 
SCREENPLAY WILLIAM E. BAST: DIRECTOR 
JAMES O’CONNOLLY 


Champ Connors 
Prof. Horace 
Bromley 
Tia Zorina 
Carlos Dos Orsos 
Rowdy 
Bean 


9.0 

Tonight With Danny La Rue 

ARTHUR ASKEY 
MIKE GODDARD 

TERRY WOGAN JOHNNY HART 
DEREK HOBSON CLIFFORD DAVIS 
TONY HATCH MICKIE MOST 

JIMMY HUNT 

Adding a touch of camp to Christmas, 
and a more than generous measure of 
mirth and glamour, Danny invites you 
to spend an evening with him and his 
guests, induding the diminutive but 
dynamic Arthur Askey. 

Tommy Shaw diims the dancing 
feet of the Tommy Shaw Dancers, 
whfle Jack Parnell and his Orchestra 
provide the music. The music associate 
is Derek Scott. 

WRITER BRYAN BLACKBURN: DESIGNER 
ROGER ALLAN: DIRECTOR/PRODUCER 
COLIN CLEWS 
A TV Network Production 


10.0 News 

10.15 Heroes of Our Time? 

A Study in Success 

The three men featured have succeeded 
in modem areas: advertising, rock 
music, sexual permissiveness. 

Ridley Scott is Europe’s most success¬ 
ful commerdal director—he can earn 
over £1000 a day. Nigel Thomas has his 
own rock music record company and 
recording studios in America. Bob 
Guedone founded the Penthouse maga¬ 
zine, which is now worth £25 million. 

VC^at can their success tell us about 
the times in which we live, and our 
scale of values? 

See Inside Television, pages 22, 23 

CAMERAMAN CHRIS MENGES: SOUND 
DAVID JOHN : EDITOR ARTHUR SOLOMON : 
director/PRODUCTION FRANCIS MEGAHY 
ATV Network Production 


n.25 Riptide 

TY HARDIN In 


Black Friday 

Moss unwittingly 

who has escaped 

Moss Andrews 

Andy 

BiU 

Curly 

Woman 

Tom 

Mary 

Jean 


offers a lift to a man 
from a mental home. 

Ty Hardin 
Norman Yemm 
Brian Anderson 
Lionel Haft 
Doreen Warburton 
Don Pascoe 
Shirley Smith 
Patricia Leehy 


12.25 Closedown 



James Franciscus and Laurence 
Naismith ... in tonight’s movie 
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nasn. Bong, 
Wallop.. 


THE BEST thing 
that ever luq>peiied 
to our cover star 
Tommy Steele was 
Half a Sixpence, 
first as a stage musical, then as this 
afternoon’s film. It had a strong story 
(courtesy IL G. Wells), dazzling 
d ancing and was ablaze with life and 
colour. Steele hurtles through it like a 
Catherine wheeL And there are songs 
—such as // the Raines Gotta Fall, 
Money to Bum and Flack, Bang, 
Wallop —to set you ringing till supper- 
tnne. 


9.30 For Schools 

A chance for parents and teachers to 
see a selection from the schools pro¬ 
grammes which are shown throughout 
the year. 

Picture Box. 9.45 Decision. 10.8 The 
Messengers. 10.30 Experiment. 

10.45 The Best oi 
laurel and Hardy 

A look back to the golden age of 
cinema comedy in the Thirties when 
Stan Laurel—the thin one—^and Oliver 
Hardy—the fat one—^had them laugh¬ 
ing in the aisles. 

PRODUCER JAMES L. WALCOTT 
Granada Television Production 


12.10 Mister Trimble 

TONY BODEN 

Building 

Today the nursery children find out 
how to build a crocodile out of boxes, 
and the story is called The Builders. 

The cast includes Peter Gosling and 
Vicky Ireland. Puppetry is by Chris 
Somerville, Eric Bramall, Juliet Cooke 
and Mo and the animation is by Paul 
Vester. 

DESIGNER MIKE LONG: PRODUCTION 
LESLEY SMITH, IRENE COCKROFT: 
PRODUCER FRANK KILBRIDE 
Yorkshire Television Production 

All programmes are in colour 
unless otherwise stated 


12.30 Quick on the Draw 1.0 News 


BOB MONKHOUSE 
with LESLIE CROWTHER 
WILLIAM RUSHTON 
BILL TIDY 

In this special Christmas edition of the 
popular cartoon panel game. Bob 
Monkhouse keeps a line on a panel of 
rousing revellers. Keep with it to the 
end — there’s a surprise guest who’ll 
also be ‘Quick on the Christmas Draw’. 
deviser/COMPILER DENIS GIFFORD: 
DIRECTOR DAPHNE SHADWELL: PRODUCER 
DAVID CLARK 

Thames Television Production 


t indicates Repeat 


1.5 Cup Glory 

RICHARD ATTENBOROUGH 

Richard Attenborough narrates the 
dramatic story of the last 100 years of 
F.A. Cup Finals. 

The programme, with brilliant close- 
up shots, also pays tribute to one of the 
finest players of our age — Grorge 
Best, in action against Middlesbrough. 

The climax is Cup Final Day 1972 ... 
the build up throu^ the eyes of Leeds 
supix)rters, to the moment skipper Billy 
Bremner leads his triumphant team 
round Wembley. 

See film guide, page 26 
director/PRODUCER TONY MAYLAM 
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partners in the PERFECT FAMILY 

HOLIDAY! 
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YOyR SUNSPOT CHOICE! 
BurnhaA-on-Sca. Somerset 

‘***'^®^ Holiday Village with 
all the beauties of Somerset and Devon at 
hand. 

Hoptos-on-Sea. Gt. Yarmouth 
A HolicUy Villjwe literally adjoining the 
DMch, in the middle of East Anf lia*s 
’Holiday Coast’ and so near the Norfolk 
Broads. 

New Quay. Wales. 

Overling Cardigan Bay and some of 
Britain s most glorious scenery. 


what HOUMARINE gives you! Choose between three 
HOLIMARINE Self-Catenng Holiday Villages in different parts of Beautiful Britain choose 

feth^om'^fid?n'i!pt^^ ‘^a’^avans (with your own’private 

when you Sit. ^ ^ television) . . . and, above all choose exactly what you do and 

At HOLIMARINE there’s any amount of free attractions with 
pools... live shows ... films ... dancing ... 
children s entertainment and a variety of other amenities. No 

fuss or {no*- .......I_:__i/> 


. . . just relax and enjoy yourself with 
partner in providing it! Shops, bars & 


HOLIMARINE as your partner 
restaurants on site. 



HOLIMAIUNE 48-page, full colour brochure or ring our 
*^3 (STD 090) 75044 and see why HOU- 
MARINE gives families BEST HOLIDAY VALUE EVER. 





POST COUPON TODAY! 

Name. 

Address 


HOUMARINE (Dept. TVOl) 

P.O. Box 2, Bilston, West Midlands, WV14 9LD. 










































































^ oEc. FRIDAY 



T here's a feast of fun 
and songs in store 
when Des CyConnar 
Entertains tonight . . . 
with a little help from his 
friends. Among them, 
bespectacled Mike Bunon 
bounces up like a jack-in- 
the-box with many a 
quick quip, and Johnny 
Vyvyan scowls his way 
to smiles. And, over on 
Des's right, hymn-singii^ 
“Rev.” Ch^lie Drake en¬ 
sures that any discord is 
good, clean fun. 


2.35 Half 0 Sixpence 

TOMMY STEELE 
JULIA FOSTER 


A 10-year-old orphan, Arthur Kipps, 
and his tiny friend, Ann, are wander¬ 
ing beside a stream in the English 
countryside, when they find a shiny new 
sixpence. TTiey vow that the coin shall 
be the symbol of their undying affection. 

Years later, Kipps is apprenticed to 
a draper in a nearby town. Before he 
leaves, he has the local blacksmith cut 
the sixpence in half, and presents one 
of the pieces to Ann. 

Life is hard for Kipps until he hears 
that he has inherited a sizeable sum of 
money from his grandfather. The money 
changes his style of life — and his 
relationship with Ann. 

Many ventures, adventures, triumphs 
and heartbreaks are to come before the 
two half-sixpences come together 
again . . . 


See film guide, page 26 

Arthur Kipps 

Ann 

Harry Chitterlow 
Helen Walsingham 
Kate 
Pierce 

Mrs. Walsingham 
Hubert Walsingham 
Shaljord 
Flo 

Buggim 
Victoria 
Lady Boning 
Sid 
Laura 

Young Kipps 
Young Ann 
Fat boy 


Tommy Steele 
Julia Foster 
Cyi^ Ritchard 
Penelope Homer 
Elaine Taylor 
Grover Dale 
Pamela Brown 
James Villiers 
Hilton Edwards 
Julia Sutton 
Leslie Meadows 
Sheila Falconer 
Jean Anderson 
Christopher Sandford 
Aleta Morrison 
Jeffrey Chandler 
Deborah Fermenter 
Gerald Campion 


SCREENPLAY BEVERLEY CROSS FROM THE 
NOVEL BY H. G. WELLS ; DIRECTOR 
GEORGE SIDNEY 


4.50 

^ Looks Familiar 


DENIS NORDEN 

with MARGARET LOCKWOOD 

TOMMY TRINDER 

JACK DOUGLAS 

DOUGLAS BYNG 


Denis and his guests turn back the clock 
to Christmas in the Thirties and For¬ 
ties, and later in the show Douglas Byng 
will explain the an of playing panto¬ 
mime dames. 

RESEARCHER JOHN PULLEN-BURY: 
deviser/COMPILER DENIS GIFFORD: 
DIRECTOR DAPHNE SHADWELL: 

PRODUCER DAVID CLARK 
Thames Television Production 


5.20 Wait nil Your 
Fallief Sets Home 

Car 54'8 

Irma’s brother is accused of kidnap¬ 
ping. 

5.50 News 
0.0 ATV Today 

The weekend begins here. This evening 
Billy Wright and G^ Newbon presents 
hea^ines and highlights from the sport¬ 
ing scene. 

6.35 Crossroads 

The year goes out on the crest of a 
wave for Dot Smith — she makes her 
latest amorous conquest . . . 

For cast, see Tuesday. 


7.0 Cortooa 
7.10 Skyway to Death 

ROSS MARTIN 
STEFANIE POWERS 
JOSEPH CAMPANELLA 
JOHN ASTIN 


A carload of passengers on an aerial 
tramway stans its return trip from the 
mountain station. Nine thousand feet 
above sea level, it suddenly comes to a 
halt. There is an explosion in the 
power room, an explosion that could 
be sabotage. 

See film guide, page 26 


Martin Leonard 
Nancy Sorenson 
Barney Kaylor 
Sam 

Ann Leonard 
Carter 

Bob Parsons 
Andrew Tustin 
Aunt Louise 
Benson 
Steve Kramer 
Kathy 


Ross Martin 
Stefanie Powers 
Bobby Sherman 
Tige Andrews 
Nancy Malone 
David Sheiner 
Joseph Campanella 
John Astin 
Ruth McDevitt 
Billy Green Bush 
Severn Darden 
Lisa Morrow 


Programmes as Midland except for: 

ANGLIA 5.20 Lorax; 6.0 About Anglia; 
10.30 Banacek. 

GRANADA 5.20 Persuaders 1; 6.0 Per¬ 
suaders 2; 6.25 Cartoon; 6.35 Sale; 10.30 Quiz; 
12.45 Filnii—Twisted Nerve. 

HTV 5.20 Orbit 5; 5.25 Crossroads; 6.1 
Report West; 6.18 Report Wales; 6.35 Edgar 
Bn^; 10.30 Paxton at the Cobton; 11.15 
Kalinskib Justice. 

HTV (Wales) as General Service except: 
4.50 Cestyll Cantamil; 6.1 Y Dydd. 

LONDON 6.0 Acsopb Fable; 6.25 Cartoon; 
10.30 Harty; 11.15 Filin—Short Stories of Love. 

SOUTHERN 12.15 Mr. Trimble; 5.20 Sin- 
bad; 5.25 Crossroads; 6.0 Day By Day; 6.0 Scene 
South East; 6.35 Out of Town; 10.30 Southern 
Report; 11.0 Southern News; 11.10 Police Story. 

YORKSHIRE 6.0 Crossroads; 6.25 Film— 
The Sons of Kade Elder; 10.50 Hammered. 


8.30 

RIslag Domp 



BY ERIC CHAPPELL 

with LEONARD ROSSITER ' 
RICHARD BECKINSALE 
FRANCES DE LA TOUR 
DON WARRINGTON 


“For guaranteed success keep taking the 
tablets and get yourself a piece of wood 
from the very special ‘Love Tree*.” 

With such advice, how can Rigsby 
fail in his attempts to attract the atten¬ 
tions of his female tenant, Ruth. 
Especially when the whole operation is 
being masterminded by Alan and 
Philip . . . 

Rigsby Leonard Rossiter 

A^ Richard Beckinsale 

Ruth Frances de la Tour 

Philip Don Warrington 

Maureen Liz Edmiston 


DESIGNER COLIN PIGOTT: DIRECTOR/ 
PRODUCER RONNIE BAXTER 
Yorkshire Television Production 


9.0 

Dos O’Coaaor Eatertolas 

guest star CHARLIE DRAKE 

with BARBARA MITCHELL 

COLIN CROMPTON 

and Judy Buxton 

Mike Burton 

Trevor Chance 

Pat Carroll 

Johnny Vyvyan Eli Woods 
Mike Sammes Singers 

Des ‘Dimples* O’Connor returns to tele¬ 
vision with his unique brand of mar¬ 
vellous entenainment. It’s all here — 
songs, jokes and sketches. 

Among his songs are Tie A Yellow 
Ribbon and Smile, Smile, Smile. 

And helping with the smiles in this 
bumper Christmas show is Colin 
Crompton, fresh from the Wheeltappers 
and Shunters Social Club, and Barbara 
Mitchell, star of BeryVs Lot. 

There’s also new, exciting faces like 
Pat Carroll and Trevor Chance and, of 
course, many surprises in Des’s hi^y 
popula* I Say, I Say, I Say . . . section. 

Jack Parnell and his Orchestra supply 
the music and music associate is Colin 
Keyes. 

WRITERS MICHAEL CRAIG, LAWRIE 
KINSLEY, RON MCDONNELL, DES 
O’CONNOR: DESIGNER GERRY ROBERTS: 
DIRECTOR/producer COLIN CLEWS 
ATV Network Production 


10.0 News at Tea 
10.30 

Appolatiaeot With Fear 

RICHARD DENNING 
MARA CORDAY 
CARLOS RIVAS 
The Black Scorpion 

Richard Denning plays Henry Scon, 
the man who first discovers the army 
of giant, man-eating scorpions that have 
risen from their subterranean lairs 
through crevasses caused by earthquakes. 

Soon, the scorpions, apparently indes¬ 
tructible, threaten the entire country ... 
(black and white). 

See film guide, page 26 
Henry *'Hank” Scott Richard Denuuig 
Mara Corday 
Carlos Rivas 
Mario Navarro 
(Zarlos Musquiz 
Pascual Pena 
Fanny Schiller 
Pedro Galvan 
Arturo Martinez 


Teresa 

Arturo Ramos 
Juanito (Nino) 

Dr. Velazco 
Jose de la Cruz 
Florentina 
Father Delgado 
Maj. Gogio 

SCREENPLAY DAVID DUNCAN, ROBERT 
BLEES : DIRECTOR EDWARD LUDWIG 

12.15 Closedown 



High adventure, a stranded cable 
car and Joseph Campanella at 7.10 


46 























YOUR SECOND WEEKS PROG 


iTTlT 




DAVID NIVEN 
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SUNDAY (early evening): Gold 
is Where You Find It (Eddie 
Byrne, Dermot Kelly, Sam 
Kydd). Short comedy made in 
Ireland, about a village idiot 
who starts an up-to-date gold 
rush. 

SUNDAY (evening): The Most 
Dangerous Man in the 
World (Gregory Peck, Anne 
Heywood). 1969. Big suspense 
film, from the novel The 
Chairman^ by Jay Richard 
Kennedy. Gregory Peck is the 
walking bomb sent into China 
to get vital information for the 
west. Nail-biting climax. 
MONDAY (afternoon): The 
Smallest Show on Earth 
(Virginia McKenna, Bill Trav¬ 
ers). 1958. Quite delightful 
comedy about a young couple 
who inherit a ramshackle old 
cinema. With Margaret Ruth¬ 
erford as the cashier, Bernard 
Miles as the commissionaire, 
Peter Sellers as the drunken 
projectionist who gets hilar¬ 
iously tangled in thousands of 
feet of film, Leslie Phillips and 
Sidney James. 

NEW year’s eve (evening): 
The Good Guys and 
Bad Guys (Robert Mitchum, 
George Kennedy). 1969. Burt 
Kennedy has become an er¬ 
ratic director of late, after the 
high-point of Support Your 
Local Sheriff y but this is one of 
his better spoof westerns. 
Mitchum and George Ken¬ 
nedy score very nicely, as the 
good and bad gu 3 rs combining 
to tackle an even worse guy 
(David Carradine). 

NEW year’s day (morning): 
Top of the Form (Rondd 
Shmer). 1952. Shiner was at 
the peak of his popularity when 
he made this broad comedy 
about a bogus professor, who 
finds himself working as a real 


MOST reference books duck 
out of even trying to name all 
of the films in which Richard 
Wattis, to be seen in Monte 
Carlo or Busty (New Year’s Day 
afternoon) has appeared. War¬ 
ds in 1969 put the number at 
“over 200” and confesses that 
- 


SUNDAY (afternoon): Playmates 
(Alan Alda, Connie Stevens, 

Doug McClure). A comedy about 
two husbands who date each 
other’s ex-wives, directed by 
Theodore J. Flicl^r, the former 
Greenwich Village satirist who 
made the hilarious film The 
Presidenfs Analyst. 

FRIDAY {eytning)i Female Artillery 
(Ida Lupino, Dennis Weaver, 

Sally Am Howes). This sounds like a variation on 
William Wellman’s Fifties’ western Westward the Women, 

KENNETH THOMPSON 


Movies 


he has now lost coimt. But 
there is no doubt that," if a 
prize were awarded to the 
actor who has played the most 
(as Monty Python would put 
it) upper-cl^s twits, then 
Wards would win hands down. 

He once said: “I hate the 
characters I play. If I have 
been good in these parts, it is 
because I have something of 
them in my own nature—and 
I don’t think I like it.” 

Bespectacled and balding, 
he has proved an admirable 
comic foil, and created a whole 
range of imbusinesslike bum¬ 
blers for the cinema. He first 
appeared in films in 1937, but 
was first memorable as a 
schoolmaster in The Happiest 
Days of Your Life (1949). The 
following year, he played the 
archetype of his “man from 
the ministry” in the film The 
CloudedYellow. 

Bom in 1912, Wards at first 


seemed destined to go into the 
family electrical engineering 
business, but at the age of 22 
decided on acting and first 
played at the Croydon Reper¬ 
tory Theatre. He was in 
accountancy for a while, but 
soon returned to acting. 

Between 1950 and 1970, 
Wards was in an average of 
five films a year. Two of his 
best were films with John 
Mills: Hobson*5 Choice (1953), 
and The Colditz Story (1954). 


Answers to the Christmas 
FUm Quiz on Page 27: 

1. Father Christmas; 2. The 
Victors; 3. Audrey Hepburn in 
Breakfast at Tiffany*si 4. Shirley 
MacLaine; 5. Reginald Owen 
(1938); Alastair Sim (1951), 
Albert Finney (1970); 6. Joan 
Fontaine; 7. It*s a Wonderful 
Lifey Henry Travers; 8. a. Frank 
Sinatra b. Jack Lemmon c. Ray 
Milland; 9. a. Mike Lane b. 


Elvis Presley c. Kirk Douglas d. 
Wa^me Morris; 10. In a sub¬ 
marine; 11. Frank Sinatra, Dean 
Martin and Sammy Davis Jnr. 
in Robin and the Seven Hoods, 12. 

a. John Mills {Ryan's Daughter)^ 

b. Dustin HofSnan {Ration); 

c. Paul Newman {Winning); d. 
Tony Curtis (left) and Jack 
Lemmon {Some Like it Hot); e. 
Bette Davis {The Virgin Queen); 
f. Finlay Currie {Great Expector 


tions); g. Arthur Askey {Charleys 
{Good-hearted) Aunt); h. Sophia 
Loren {Lady L); i. Charlton 
Heston {The Three Musketeers); 
j. Rod Steiger {Across the Bridge), 
Rating: 0-10—see many more 
films this year, there are lots in 
store on ITV; 11-20—average; 
21-35—above average (we’ll 
make the quesdons hinder next 
year); 36-^ — see us next 
Christmas— you can do the quiz! 


Monte Carlo or Bust, The Most Dangerous 
Man in the World, Topaz, 

The Good Guys and the Bad Guys... 

The curtain goes up on 

Ahawl'^^ar 
of ITV films 


the Bullets Fly (Tom Adams, 
Dawn Addams). 1965. Second 
screen adventure of James 
Bond’s cinemadc rival Ciarles 
Vine, packed with acdon. 
FRIDAY (morning): the 

Same to You (Brian Rix, 
Tommy Cooper, Sidney 
James). 1962. Farce about a 
gormless church-going lad 
with a knock-out punch. 

FRIDAY (afternoon): Time¬ 
table (Mark Stevens, Feli^ 
Farr). 1955. Stevens also dir¬ 
ected this taut, fast-moving 
thriller. As a director, he was 
much sharper than as an actor. 
Here, he keeps the acdon 
going like the train that is 
robbed in a well-planned and 
brilliandy-executed raid. 
FRIDAY (late night): The Black 
Sleep (Basil ^thbone, Akim 
Tamiroff, Lon Chaney Jnr., 
Bela Lugosi, John Carradine). 
1956. TTiis sombre shocker 
about a drug inducing catatonic 
trances was the last film to 
reunite so many of the great 
horror stars of the Thirdes and 
Fordes. Torture chambers and 
mad doctors abound. 


Walking bomb: Gregory Peck as The Most Dangerous Man in 
the World; right: Dany Robin, Frederick Stafford in Topaz 


schoolteacher. Anthony New- 
ley, Harry Fowler and Gerald 
Campion are among the over¬ 
grown schoolboys in his 
bizarre classroom. 

NEW year’s day (afternoon): 
Monte Carlo or Bust (Tony 
Curds, Susan Hampshire, 
Peter Cook, Dudley Moore). 
1969. As the American dtle 
{Those Daring Young Men in 
Their Jaunty Jalopies) would 
indicate, this is a sort of 
sequel to last week’s flying- 


machine comedy, with Terry- 
Thomas again in dastardly 
form as an English nobleman 
who plans to sabotage all his 
rivals in the Monte Carlo 
Rally. 

NEW year’s day (evening): 
Topaz (Frederick Stafford, 
Dany Robin). 1969. Hitchcock 
thriller based on the best¬ 
selling book by Leon Uris. 
Keep your thinking caps on 
for the complicated plot. 
THURSDAY (late night): Where 



































WORLD OF 

SPORT 


Introduced by DICKIE DAVIES 
at 1230 

With all the results, scores and news 



The most talkative and the most 
talked about personality in sport— 
Muhammad AIL See 3.10 


12.35 ON THE BALL 

Brian Moore hosts a look-back at the 
great games, brilliant goals and star 
names of 1974. Plus a chance to look 
forward to the soccer New Year. 
PRODUCTION TEAM JEFF FOULSER, MARTIN 
TYLER, RICHARD RUSSELL: EDITOR 
MICHAEL ARCHER 

1.0 INTERNATIONAL 
SPORTS SPECIAL—1 
SPORTS STARS 1975 

with Roger Elliot 

What will the New Year YixAd for some 
of the world’s leading sporting figures? 

Rc^er Elliot scans the skies and 
predicts whether 1975 will crown the 
sporting world’s famous names with 
success—or failure. 

Roger Elliot preilicts: page 95 
EDITOR TONY MCCARTHY 

1.10 NEWS from ITN 
1.20 THE ITV SIX 

John Oaksey at Newcastle and John 
Rickman at Warwick. 

1.30 Newcastle—Ladbroke Billy Bow 
H’cap Hurdle (2m,) 

1.45 Warwick—1974 Top Beginners’ 
• Chase Cup (2m. 4/.) 

2.0 Newcastle—^Northumbria H’cap 

Chase (5m.) 


2.15 Warwick—^William Hill Beginners’ 
Trophy (H’cap Hurdle) (2m.) 

230 Newcastle—Game Bird Novices 
H’cap Chase (2m. 4f.) 

2.45 Warwick—Crudwell Cup (H’cap 
Chase) (5m. 4f, 300yd.) 

RACE COMMENTATORS J(»1N PENNEY 
(NEWCASTLE), RALEIGH GILBERT 
(WARWICK), BETTING AND RESULTS 
PETER SCOWCROFT: DIRECTORS LEWIS 
WILLIAMS, TONY PARKER 

3.10 INTERNATIONAL 
SPORTS SPECIAL—2 
The Muhammad All Talk-In 

Presented by Dickie Davies 

The World Champion, rated by many as 
the greatest heavyweight in history, 
meets the men who lo^^ and hate him— 
Henry Cooper recalls his 1963 Cassius 
Clay knock-down, while Jolm Alderton, 
Ed “Stcwpot” Stewart dd Arsenal’s 
Terry Mancini provoke the famous 
“Louisville Lip” to quips, verse and his 
own special brand of home-spun wisdom. 

DIRECTOR DAVID SCOTT 

3.50 RESULTS, SCORES, 
NEWS 

Halftime football scores and news. 


4.0 WRESTLING 

from Preston 

INTERNATIONAL MID - HEAVYWEIGHT : 
Mike Marino (World and British Mid¬ 
heavyweight Champion) v. Amet Chang 
(Sensation from the Orient). 

CATCHWEiGHT: Johnny Saint (Manches¬ 
ter) V. Terry Jowen (Dewsbury). 

TAG TEAM : The Royal Brothers (Bolton) 
V. The Lapaque Brothers (Leicester). 

COMMENTATOR KENT WALTON: 

DIRECTOR ERIC HARRISON 


4.50 RESULTS SERVICE 

Sport’s most comprehensive results ser¬ 
vice swings into action to give you a 
classified football check, match reports, 
interviews, late racing results—plus all 
this afternoon’s sporting news. 

GRAPHICS DESIGNER AL HORTON*. 
PROGRAMME ASSISTANT KEITH NIEMEYER: 
ASSISTANT EDITOR ANDREW FRANKLIN: 
EDITOR STUART MCCONACHIE: 

EXECUnVB PRODUCER JOHN BROMLEY: 
DIRECTOR DAVID SCOTT 

Compiled for Independent Television by 
London Weekend Television, 

All times are ^bject to change 


9.15 Gardening Today 

Cyril Fletcher and Bob Price tackle 
some of the problems that face the aver¬ 
age gardner at this time of year. 
producer DONALD SHINGLER 
ATV Network Production 


t indicates Repeat 


9.45 All In a Day’s Work 

ADRIAN BRIDGEWATER 
Man Cannot Live by 
Bread Alone 

Work isn’t just the job you do—or it 
shouldn’t be. People need a new 
approach to work, or they could find 


themselves winding up with nothing to 
live for ... 

RESEARCHER TOM POOLE: DESIGNER 
RICHARD DUNN: PRODUCER DAVID 
COULTER 

London Weekend Television Production 

10.10 TIswos 

Brought to you live frcMn Studio 3 in 
ATVland, by The Tiswas Twins, Chris 
Tarrant and John Asher. 

Featuring Trevor East with Tiswas 
Sportstime, Peter Tomlinson with Tis¬ 
was Trailertime, The Which, What, 
Where competition. Under 8’s competi¬ 
tion, surprises and prizes. 

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT PETER MATTHEWS: 
PRODUCER PETER HARRIS 

ATV Network Production 

12.30 World of Sport 

See panel 

5.10 Nows 

5.20 Cortoon Time 

5.30 Candid Camera 

PETER DULAY 

ARTHUR ATKINS BILL LYNTON 
TRUDY CULROSS COLIN BISSETT 
In this last programme in the present 
series, Peter Dulay invites you to buckle 
again at some of the highlights, starring, 
of course, the Public at Large. 

CANDID CAMERAMAN DICK LORIMORE : 
DIRECTOR DENYS PALMER: PRODUCER 
KEVIN BISHOP: EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 

peter dulay 

London Weekend Television Production 

6.0 Sale of the Century 

NICHOLAS PARSONS 
Jennifer Cresswell 
Canasta John Benson 

Nicholas Parsons fires questions worth 
£1, £3 and £5 at three lucky contestants 
from various parts of the country. 

Jennifer Cresswell and Canasta dis¬ 
play the prizes, John Benson describes 
them, with Peter Fenn providing the 
music. 

DESIGNER JAMES WEATHERUP, PETER 
FARMAN: director/PRODUCER 
BILL PERRY 

Anglia Television Production 


Ever had a swim in the 
Black Sea? 

Just imagine yourself showirg your holiday 
colour snaps or transparencies: “ Yes, that*s 
me in the water . . . yes, actually that*s The 
Black Sea . , , no, she*s not wearing a black body 
stocking — that*s a Romanian Lady wearing 
therapeutic mud for her rheumatism'* 

Romania’s fiill of surprises—especially along the scorching-hot 
Black Sea coast, the seaside of all Europe. Pleasure-cities devoted 
entirely to the holiday-maker—Mamaia, Neptun, Jupiter, Olimp, 
Saturn, Venus, Aurora and Mangalia—all await you. There are so 
many miles of sand, it never gets crowded . . . The Black Sea is 
tideless and bathing is perfectly safe . . . excursions to Bucharest, 
the Danube Delta, the Painted Monasteries of Bucovina, and even 
to Athens, Istanbul, Kiev and Beirut. 

If you like seaside holidays, try a Black 
Seaside holiday! Send for the colour 
brochure and see what you’ve been 
missing all these years! 





— where they 
dance to the 
Pipes of Pant 


Romanian National Tourist Office, Dept. (TVl), 
98/99 Jermyn Street, London, SWl. 

Telephone 01-930 8812 Telex: 262107. 

Name. 




Address 





6.30 New Faces 

DEREK HOBSON 

Derek Hobson introduces the last New 
Faces this year, featuring seven acts 
each hoping to return next week on the 
second winners’ programme of the series. 

Jo Vanan is a singer from London; 
Doncaster comedian Jefferson Lincc^ 
comes up with the laughs; the G>lin 
Phillips Combo from Birmingham; more 
gags from Mike Lancaster from Bram- 
haU, Cheshire; Goody Two Shoes, a 
four-piece group from Solihull, War¬ 
wickshire; Ken Graham and Family 
from Coventry providing ventriloquial 
entertainment; and the Stuan Newton 
Duo from Much Wenlock, Shropshire. 

The panel include journalist Clifford 
Davis, record producer Alan A. Free¬ 
man, and television producer John 
Robins. Music director Johnny Patrick. 
DESIGNER MARTIN DAVEY: DIRECTOR PAUL 

STEWART laing: prchjucbrs les cocks, 

PAUL STEWART LAING 
A TV Network Production 


NEW faces! 

|Dec.28wM IMWirtPl 

I.I 


I. 

I Name. 

lAddress. 

I 

I. 

I. 

I Send to New Paces 
I ATV Birmingham B1 2JP 


JANUARY tvUk 

Why do young women 
want to marry older menP 

Mrs. Bruce Forsyth, Mrs. Milo O’Shea, 
Mrs. William Franklyn and other young 
show business wives tell why they chose 
husbands who were grown men when 
they were only girls. 

Read the Two Ages of Love in 
tvlife on sale now. Price 25p. 
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The men 
were On the Ball 
in 1974—Brian 
Moore looks at 
players like young 
Kevin Beattie 
(ri^t) of 
Ipswich • •. 


West Ham’s Trevor BrocAing (ri^ht) 


7.30 The Streets of 
Son Francisco 

KARL MALDEN 
MICHAEL DOUGLAS in 

Deadline 


When the body of a beautiful young 
reporter, Maggie Ames, is washed ashore 
in San Francisco Bay, Mike Stone and 
Steve Keller investigate a scandal affect¬ 
ing a newspaper and a theatre. 


Mike Slone 
Steve Keller 
Christopher Bane 
Greg Bane 
Roger Croft 
Medical examiner 
Harbour Master 
Mrs. Claridge 
Roland CUmdge 
Mister Bryant 
Frank Martin 
Maggie Ames 
Copy boy 
Lee Lessing 
Superinter^ent 
Stage manager 


Karl Malden 
Michael Douglas 
Barry Sullivan 
Geoffrey Deuel 
Greg Mullavey 
Richard BuU 
David McLean 
Anne Lee 
Thomas Kirk 
Alan Caillou 
Joe Miksak 
Terrence O’Connor 
Chris Beaumont 
Lee Harris 
Bob Trebor 
Wayne Grace 


Programmes as Midland except for: 

ANGLIA 9.0 Gardening; 9.25 Day's WoA 
9.55 Alphabet; 10.20 Film—Willy McBean 0 
His NUgic Machine; 12.0 Melodies; 5.20 Faces 
^20 Sale; 6.50 Film—^Ten Tall Men; 9.43 
Camera; 10.15 Film—The Mercenaries. 


GRANADA 9.15 Gardening; 9.40 Day*! 
Work; 10.5 Film—Reach for the Sky; 5.15 Buga 
Bunny; 6.0 Faces; 7.0 Film—Rogues of Sher¬ 
wood Forest; 10.40 Film—Licensed to KiU, 

HTV 10.0 Sesame; 11.0 Time; 11.30 Tarzan 
5*25 6.30 Camera; 7.0 Sale 

7.30 Kung Fu; 9.45 Film—How I Wtm Ae War 
11.45 No—Honestly. 

(Wales) as General Service except: 
9.0 Sion a Sian. 

Gardening; 9.25 Day's Work; 

9.50 Saturday Scene: 5.20 Faces; 6.20 Sale; 

6.50 Filn^Land Raider:; 9.45 Camera; 10.15 
Film—Life at the Top. 

SOUTHERN 10.10 Martial Arts; 10.35 
Chan; 11.5 Dusty's Trail; 11.30 Briggs; 12.0 
Geordie Scene; 5.20 Woody; 5.30 Faces; 6.30 
^fwra; 7.0 Sale; 7.30 Kung Fu; 9.45 Film—Up 
the Junction. 

YORKSHIRE 10.0 Enchanted House; 10.15 
Arthur; 10.40 Beachcombers; 11.5 Lassie; 11.30 
I^e Ranger; 12.0 Geordie Scene; 6.0 Faces; 7.0 
^e; 7.30 Kung Fu; 9.45 Mercenaries; 11.30 
Discovery. 



8.30 It’S Normaii 

NORMAN WISDOM 
Guests DAVID NIXON 
TERRY SCOTT 
CLODAGH RODGERS 
KAYE SISTERS 

It’s the “fool” himself—Norman Wis¬ 
dom—-singly and dancing, but mainly 
clowning, his way through an hour-long 
variety special. 

The litde man ckeams of stardom as a 
music hall entertainer, and joining him 
in his fantasy world are David Nixon, 
that man of mirth and magic, singing 
star Clodagh Rodgers and the ever- 
popular Kaye Sisters. 

Helping things swing along are the 
Paddy Stone Dancers and the Jack 
Parnell Orchestra. 

WRITERS NORMAN WISDOM, JON WATKINS, 
PHILIP PARSONS : CHOREOGRAPHER PADDY 
STONE: MUSIC DIRECTOR JACK PARNELL: 
DESIGNER PAUL DEAN FCMtTUNE : 

DIRECTOR/PRODUCER JOHN 

SCHOLTZ-CONWAY 

ATV Network Production 


Karl Malden is the tough cop whose 
beat is The Streets of San Francisco 


9.30 News 
9.45 Kung Fu 

DAVID CARRADINE in 

Alethea 

Caine is accused of murder and is con¬ 
victed on the testimony of a 12-year-old 
girl called Alethea. 

Kwai Chang Caine 
Cranch 
Jezdale 
Master Po 
Young Caine 
Alethea Ingram 
Shang Tzu 
Sheriff Ingram 
Larrabee 
Tork Winner 
Clancy Pratt 
Stoddard 
Chinese Sergeant 
Judge Moon 
Sampler Harte 
Abner Tutt 
Crowder 


David C^arradine 
Byron Mabe 
Bill Mims 
Keye Luke 
Radames Pera 
Jody Foster 
Khigh Dheigh 
Ken Tobey 
Charles Tyner 
Lee J. Lampert 
R. L. Armstroi^ 
Regis Cordic 
Dale Ishimoto 
Frank Wilcox 
William Vaughn 
Alex Hentelhoff 
Bob Braiver 



It’s Clodagh Rodgers. It’s Norman 


10.45 

Aquarius 

HUMPHREY BURTON 
LEONARD BERNSTEIN 
THE BOSTON SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA 

Bernstein at Tanglewood— 
The Tchaikovsky Fifth 

This concert presentation of Tchaikov¬ 
sky’s Fifth Symphony was recorded in 
America last summer at the special cen¬ 
tennial festivities in honour of the great 
Russian conductor Serge Koussevitzky, 
who was the founder of the Tanglewood 
Music Festival—and Leonard Bernstein’s 
teacher. The programme is introduced 
by Humphrey Burton. 

DIRECTOR HUMPHREY BURTON: 

PRODUCER DAVID GRIFFITHS : EXECUTIVE 

PRODUCER KLAUS HALLIG 

London Weekend Television Production 


11.50 Closedown 
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Discover Ryan's 
Ireland 



Complete coupon for 
brochure showing rates in 
all seasons and children's 
discounts. 


Guarantee: All holidays are 
covered by the Irish Tourist 
Board guarantee of satisfac¬ 
tion, full details on request. 


Go asyou 
Sea.f=rom: 


Price (based on two 
in car) includes 
return car ferry, 7 
nights bed and 
breakfast at Ryan 
hotels in Killamey, 
Limerick. Galway 
and Sligo—choose 
your own itinerary. 


Go as you 
Pteas^by 
Air. From: 

C40 

per person 


Includes return fare 
on services of Aer 
Lingusand British 
Airways, self drive 
car, unlimited 
mileage and 7 
nights bed and 
breakfast at Ryan 
hotels (based on 
two travelling). 


IRISH COTTAGE HOLIDAYS by sea. 
Returp ferry and cottage rental for 7 
days (4 travelling) from £19 per person. 

COACH TOURS OF IRELAND 
Tour South and West (2 travelling) from 
€59 per person, by sea. 


Address. 


The Ryan Tourist Group. Ireland House 
160 New Bond Street London WIY ONU 
Tel: 01 499 4845 


i 



no better feeling on a 
cold winters day than coming 
home to a nice warm 
welcoming home. Weatherseal 
Sealomatic Double Glazing 
helps make your homeawarrrter 
place. Banishes draughts, 
reduces cold spots, cuts 
down heat loss through 
windows. The neat second 
window actually helps lower fuel 
bills ...keeps winter where it 
belongs - outdoors! 

AH Weatherseal double glazing 
is tailor-made to personal 
requirements. Skilled craftsmen 
inst^ within hours - no 
structural alterations or 
redecoration necessary. Send 
for our free brochures now! 


Send now to Weatherseal 
Windows Ltd.. FREEPOST 
OLDHAM 0L4 3JU. Lancs. (Post in unstamped envelope). 

Tel; 061-624 3005 / 6999.1 am interested in Double Gazing | | 
Panoramic Sliding Patio Doors Q] (tick as appropriate) 


Address . 


-TVT/I9/I2/74 


Smi WEGKAfESTNAMEINDOUaiGLAmiG! 



A message 
from Hie 
AroHbisliop 


D r. DONALD COGGAN, the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, is inter¬ 
viewed at home in From York to 
Canterbury today. As he begins his 
term as Canterbury’s lOlsL Arch¬ 
bishop, he offers this seasonal message 
to TVTimes readers: 


“At this time we think especially 
about family life and the welfare of 
our young people. 

“When I get the opportunity of 
talking with them, I find much that is 
positive, constructive—and often ad¬ 
venturous—^in their thoughts and 
actions. 

“Often, when some of them take to 
violence, or become addicted to drugs 
or alcohol, the fault lies with us older 
people who have brought them up 
without strong and loving discipline; 


who have not given them the example 
of a Christian life, or taught them of 
Christ’s love. No wonder they drift. 

“I appeal for men of conscience 
everywhere to take their stand for a 
disciplined life under the rule of 
(Dhrist. That is the only way to create 
a healthy Britain. You cannot have a 
healthy society without discipline. You 
cannot be whole without God. I know 
no other way. 

“I doubt if you do. 

“Any takers?” 


9.0 Forming Todoy 

LESLIE THOMAS 

Leslie Thomas visits Nottingham 
University’s School of Agriculture at 
Sutton Bonington, where Dr. Henry 
Swan and Brian Wilton have come up 
with some thought-provoking ideas of the 
utilisation of straw. 

CAMERAMAN JOHN VARNISH: EDITOR 
DENNIS JARVIS : PRODUCER TONY PARKER 
ATV Network Production 

9.30 Citizens’ Rights 

PETER PLANT 

Viewers take issue with the experts and 
join the ATV Today team to find out 
their rights. 

The address to write to is: “Citizens* 
Rights,” ATV Centre, Birmingham 
B1 2JP. t 

DIRECTOR TIM WATSON 
ATV Network Production 

10.0 Morning Service 

From the St. John’s United Reformed 
Church, Kensington, London. The ser¬ 
vice is conducted by the Rev. Glyn 
Miller, who looks back over the past year 
—and looks forward to the new. 

T^is week also marks the first anni¬ 
versary of the joining of three local 
churches in the Kensington area to form 
the United Reform Church. 

DIRECTOR MIKE GIBBON : PRODUCER ANN 
WOLFF 

London Weekend Television Production 

11.9 Open Dny 

Have you any idea what goes on in your 
child’s school? This is the series that 
tells parents what they need to know 
about secondary schools—about the 
problems of having 2,(XX) children in 
one school, and how a comprehensive 
school works. 

The presenter and script consultant 
is Roben Bell. 

RESEARCHER BARBARA BARKHAM, MARTIN 
LUCAS : FILM EDITOR FRED MASSEY: 
DIRECTOR TERRY STfeEL: PRODUCER 
PETER HEINZE 

Granada Television Production 


11.39 Unturned World 

Giants 

A look at the three remaining giants— 
the rhino, the giraffe and the elephant. 

12.0 Elton lohn and 
Bemie Toupin soy... 

Goodbye, Norma Jean, 
and Other Things ... 

A film portrait of the life and ch^- 
topping, ever-bopping, piano playing 
times of pop star Mton Jolm. t 

CAMERAMEN TONY IMI, IAN MACFARLANE, 
ALEC SHERIDAN, BOB BIRNKRANT, HARRY 
HART, BOB COLLINS : EDITOR PHILIP 
SHAW: director/PRODUCER 
BRYAN FORBES 
ATV Network Production 

1.10 Boney 

JAMES LAURENSON in 

Boney and the Emu Man 

Boney is called in to investigate the 
mysterious kidnapping of four young 
children from a small outback town. 
Det,~Insp. Bonaparte James Laurenson 
Alice McGorr Kate Fitzpatrick 

Rev. Marlow-Jones John V. Trevor 
Mrs. Marlow-Jones Rilla Scott 

Sgt. Hardy Mark Kelly 


Programmes as Midland except 4or: 

ANGLIA 9.5 Yoga; 9.30 Survival; 11.30 
Skippy; 1.10 Adventurer; 1.40 Farmix^; 3.0 
Tarzan; 4.0 Shot; 5.0 Aquarius; 11.25 Pucton. 

GRANADA 9.35 Refuge; 11.0 Alohabet 
Soup; 1.10 Dolphins; 3.5 Baron; 4.0 Golden 
Shot; 5.0 Aquarius; 6.5 News. 

HTV 9.30 Open Day; 11.0 Falls; 11.30 Addams; 
1.10 Fanning; 1.35 Mdodies; 3.0 Challenge; 3.30 
Wait Till; 4.0 Shot; 5.0 Aquarius; 6.35 Dialogues; 
9.45 Billy; 11.5 Cinema; 11.35 Surgeon. 

HTV (Wales) as General Service except; 
6.35 Llusem ar Bererindod. 

LONDON 9.35 Tomfoolery; 11.30 Osmonds; 
1.25 Joe 90; 3.0 Persuaders; 4.0 Golden Shot; 5.0 
Aquarius; 12.0 Police Surgeon. 

SOUTHERN 11.30 Weather; 11.35 Fann¬ 
ing: 1.10 Saint; 3.0 Boney; 3.55 News; 4.0 
Golden Shot; 5.0 Aquarius. 

YORKSHIRE 11.30 Choirs; 1.10 Farming; 
1.40 Football; 2.35 Film—The Crooked Hearts; 
4.0 Golden Shot; 5.0 Aquarius. 
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It looks like stardom at 
last for that lovable duo 
in No—Hof§estiy,toa^hL 
C J>. and Clara, alias 
husband-and-wife team 
John Alderton and 
Pauline Collins, are 
invited to play young 
marrieds in a realist 
film. •. until their screen 
test turns into an 
unscripted domestic 
drama* 

Five years ago, in a 
church basement among 
the sprawling tenements 
of downtown New York, 
a dream was bom. 
Arthur Mitchell, worried 
that he was the only 
black ballet dancer of 
renown, began classes 
there for the children of 
Harlem. From that 
beginning has grown the 
world-famous Dance 
Theatre of Harlem —the 
world’s first all black 
classical ballet company. 
Last August they receivi^ 
rave notices ^ter their 
performance at London’s 
Sadler’s Wells. See them 
in action tonight. 


DEC 29 


SUNDAY 


2.10 an Soccer 5.3S told is Where 


Highlights of one of yesterday’s top 
football league matches. Your commen¬ 
tate is Hugh Johns, with after-match 
action analysis from Billy Wright. 
DIRECTOR HECTOR STEWART 
ATV Network Production 

3.10 SfnlMd lunlor 

Sad Gladiator 

3.15 Sundoy Matinee 

ALAN ALDA 
CONNIE STEVENS in 

Playmates 

Marshall Burnett, Patti Holvey, Lois 
Burnett and Kermit Holvey are the two 
mixed up couples with messed up mar¬ 
riages. Not only are they emotionally 
mixed up, but in the course of events 
they mix and mis-match romantically. 
See film guide, page 50 


YouHndlt 


Marshall Burnett 
Patti Holvey 
Lois Burnett 
Kermit Holvey 
Man in gallery 
Man in Kiddieland 
Amy 


Steve Lenihan, a lad from the village of 
S-ianbally, returns home after 20 years 
in the United States—a millionaire. 

See film guide, page 50 
Tyg McMahon Eddie Byrne 

Mad Mike Dermot Kelly 

Pader Mu^hy Sam Kydd 

Steve Lernfum Barry Keegan 

MoUy Ryan Barbara Berkery 


Barney Gill 


P. G. Stephens 


Alan Alda 
Connie Stevens 
Barbara Feldon 
Doug McQure 
Severn Darden 
Roger Bowen 
Eileen Brennan 


DIRECTOR FRANCIS SEARLE 

6.5 News 

6.15 From York to 
Conterbury 

The New Year sees a new Archbishop of 
Canterbury—Dr. Donald Coggan, form¬ 
erly Archbishop of York. 

In the drawing room of Bishopthorpe 
Palace in York, Richard Whiteley talks 
to Dr. and Airs. Coggan about their 
move to London, their new responsibili¬ 
ties and their views on Christianity 
throughout the world. 

DIRECTOR PETER JONES 
Yorkshire Television Production 


New Senes 


4.35 The Golden Shot 


6.35_ 

Open Pulpit 


BOB MONKHOUSE 
MAX BYQRAVES 
THE PEDDLERS 
IRENE HANDL 

Anne Aston Wei Wei Wong 

Bubbling Bob Monkhouse is again on 
target for the game where your aim 
matters, helped by those two “hits”. 
Golden Girls Anne Aston and Wei Wei 
Wong. 

Max Bygraves sings Back in My 
Childhood Days and keeps the show on 
the right direction between shots—so do 
that fine group The Peddlers, who sing 
That Song is Driving Me Crazy, 

Today’s Golden Partner is lovable 
actress Irene Handl, Johnny Patrick 
is music director and Tony Hawes pro¬ 
grammes associate. 
director/PRODUCER DICKY LEEMAN 
ATV Network Production 


DES WILSON 

REV. BRANDON JACKSON 

The congregation of St. Peter’s Shipley 
irivited public figures to their church and 
discuss their motives with the vicar, 
Brandon Jackson. 

Des Wdson, journalist, campa^er for 
social justice and grassroots politician is 
the guest. 

RESEARCHER GILLIAN DAWSON : DIRECTOR 
ANDY GULLEN 

Yorkshire Television Production 

6.55 Appeal 

Jimmy Yoimg appeals on behalf of the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Accidents. 

Donations should be sent to: Jimmy 
Young, ROSPA Appeal, Royal Oak 
Centre, Purley, Surrey, CR2 2UR. 
DIRECTOR/PRODUCER KEITH FARTHING 
ATV Network Production 


7.0 Stars oa Sunday 

JOHN GIELGUD 
HARRY SECOMBE 
MOIRA ANDERSON 
SOO BEE LEE 

NIGEL BROOKS FREDDIE TIRA 
and ROBERT DOUGALL 

Robert Dougall introduces personalities 
singing your favourite religious songs 
and reading your favourite passages. 

The Stars on Sunday Singers are 
joined by the York Celebration Choir, 
conduaor John Warbunon. 

The religious advisers are the Rev. 
Brandon Jackson and Mgr. Michael 
Buckley. Music associates are Nigel 
Brooks and Robert Hartley. 

DIRECTOR IAN BOLT: PRODUCER 
PETER MAX-WILSON 
Yorkshire Television Production 

7.25 Christmas Whu Do 
You Do? 

FREDDIE STARR 

with Janet Brown Alan Clive 

Mike Goddard Aiden J. Harvey 
Johnny More Paula Scott 

Jeannette Charles 
and Peter Goodwright 

Freddie and the hilarious gang give their 
impression of a better late than never 
Christmas gathering of the stars. 

Barry Cryer, Dick Vosbu^h and 
Garry Chambers wrote the script. 

MUSIC SAM HARDING: DESIGNER GORDON 
MELHUISH: DEVISER/PRODUCER JON 
SCOFFIELD 

London Weekend Television Production 

7.55 The Most Dangerous 
Man In the World 

GREGORY PECK 

Dr. John Hathaway, Nobel Prize-win¬ 
ning American scientist, is told by Lt. 
Gen. Shelby at the American Embassy 
in London that remarkable events that 
coiUd revolutionise the world have been 
taking place in Communist China. 

See film guide, page 50 
Dr. John Hathaway Gregory Peck 

Kay Hanna Anne Heywood 

Benson Alan Dobie 

SCREENPLAY BEN MADDOW: DIRECTOR J. 
LEE THOMPSON 


9.45 No-Honestly 

PAULINE COLLINS 
JOHN ALDERTON in 


Only Make Believe 

BY TERENCE BRADY, CHARLOTTE BINGHAM 


A part for C. D. in an avant-garde film 
disrupts the Danby household. 


C. D. 

Clara 

Giovanianna 
Clapper boy 
Assistant 
Freddie 

DESIGNER DAVID CATLEY: 


John Alderton 
Pauline Collins 
Vladek Sheybal 
Eric Corlett 
Ian East 
Samantha Birch 
DIRECTOR 


DAVID ASKEY: 
BARCLAY 


PRODUCER HUMPHREY 


London Weekend Television Production 


10.15 Mews 

10.30 The Dance Theatre 
of Harlem 

I'his all black ballet company has 
thrilled audiences on their first season 
at Sadler’s Wells, London. Their reper- 
toiie ranges from classical to traditional 
West Indian dancing. Tonight’s pro¬ 
gramme is a selection, including: 

Le Corsaire (pas de deux) 

A 19.h century European romanticism 
danced by Laura Brown and Paul Rus¬ 
sel and restaged for the Company by 
Karel Shook. Music by Riccardo Drigo, 
played by the Halle Orchestra, con- 
duacd by Tania Leon. 

Dougla 

Spoof exoticisni, a cross between 
Hindu and African dancing, with 
choreography and cosnimes by Geoffrey 
Holder to music by Tania I^n. 
Woman Karen Wright 

Bride Karen Brown 

Bridegroom William Scott 

DIRECTOR PETER POTTER 
Granada Television Production 

11.5 Cinema 

BENNY GREEN 

In this last programme in the present 
series Benny Green takes a look at what’s 
happening in the world of films. 
DESIGNER.KNOWLES BENTLEY: 

RESEARCHER NORA WATTS: DIRECTOR/ 
PRODUCER PAULINE SHAW 
Granada Television Production 
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BATMAN— 
comes to Clapper¬ 
board when film 
historian Denis 
Gifford talks 
about characters 
who began life as 
drawn cartoons 
before finding 
wider fame in the 
cinema. Adam 
West stars as the 
Gaped Crusader 
in Batman shown. 
Adam is barely 
old enough to 
remember the ad¬ 
ventures of the 
character he plays. 




As I was saying... 
saying... saying 

FUNNY MAN—Larry Gray¬ 
son opens the door on a new 
series of Look Who*s Talking 
—and begins with an apology 
to interviewer Derek Batey for 
being a shy man. “Then,** 
seys Derek, “he just doesn’t 
stop talking!” 

So much so, in fact, that 
Derek got enough material 
during filming for two pro¬ 
grammes. Half their conver- 
sadon is screened today, and 
the rest later in the series. 


9.30 Out Of Schools 

A chance for parents and teachers to see 
a selection from the schools programmes 
which are shown throughout the year. 
Stop, Look, Listen: Making Sausages. 
9.40 Over to You: Teeth. 10.0 L^k 
Around: Food. 10.15 Song and Story: 
America. 10.35 You And The World: 
No Place like Home. 


11.0 Woobinda 


DON PASCOEin 

The Loaded Message 

Stevens has only a few hours in which 
to unmask the perpetrator of a scheme to 
poison all the stock in Gattens Creek, i 


John Stevens 
Peter Fischer 
Kevin Stevens 
Lauder 
Harry 


Don Pascoe 
Lutz Hochstraate 
Bindi Williams 
Ben Gabriel 
David Copping 


11.30 The Addoms Fomily 

The Addams Family in 
New York 

Gomez tries to convince the police that 
he is the rightful owner of New York’s 
Central Park. 

12.0 Hickory House 

ALAN ROTHWELL 
LOUISE HALL-TAYLOR 
BARRY SMITH'S THEATRE 
OF PUPPETS 
Friends 

BY BARRY HILL 

What is a friend? Dusty finds one 
amongst the washing, but who is Hum¬ 
phrey’s friend? 

The story, A Letter to Amy, is by 
Ezra Jack Keats. Music is by Derek 
Hilton, graphics by Sylvia Jones, and 
the script editors are Liz Lewis and 
Karen Platt. 

DESIGNER ERIC DEMONS: DIRECTOR 
MIKE BECKER: PRODUCER JOHN COOP 
Granada Television Production 

12.15 Issi Hoho 

BY KEITH CHATFIELD 

The Rise and Fall of 
the Tripli-Tricycle 

Mrs. Martin suggests to Andrew and 
Sally that they do something useful— 
like teaching Issi to ride a bicycle. 

But Issi turns out to be the wrong 
shape—so he ma^cs his own . . . 

The illustrator is Edward C. Standon. 
DIRECTOR STAN WOODWARD: PRODUCER 
RUTH BOSWELL 

Thames Television Production 


New Series 


12.30 
Look Who’s Talking 


LARRY GRAYSON 
DEREK BATEY 


Larry “opens that door” on a new 
series of Look Who's Talking by telling 
host Derek Batey about his 30 years of 
travel and work in the theatre. And no 
doubt Everard, Slack Alice, Apricot Lil 
and other members of Larry’s lot will 
come under discussion . . . 

DESIGNER JOHN M. HENDERSON: 

DIRECTOR WILLIAM CARTNER: PRODUCER 
DEREK BATEY 

Border Television Production 


1.0 Hrst Report 

ROBERT KEE 

What’s happening in the world this 
lunchtime? Robert Kee repons with all 
the latest home and international news. 

Plus weather prospects and the 
Financial Times index. 

NEWS EDITOR DAVID TUNE: ASSOCIATE 
PRODUCER BOB HUNTER: PRODUCER 
BARRIE SALES 
ITN Production 


1.20 Lunchtime Hewsdesk 


1.30 Emmerdole Form 


BY GLORIA TORS 

Annie has a secret—until Aunt Beattie 
lets it out of the bag. Amos also has a 
secret and has pledged not to tell Henry 
Wilks. 


This week's cast: 


Annie Sugden 
Joe Sugden 
Matt Skilbeck 
Sam Pearson 
Henry Wilks 
Amos Brearly 
Norah Norris 
Marian Wilks 


Sheila Mercier 
Frazer Hines 
Frederick Pyne 
Toke Townley 
Arthur Pentelow 
Ronald Magill 
Barbara Ashcroft 
Gail Harrison 


Barney George Malpas 

Ben Dowton Lany Noble 

Beattie Dowton Barbara Ogilvie 

Twins Justine & Jamie Bell 

DEVISER KEVIN LAFFAN: DESIGNER 
RICHARD JARVIS: DIRECTOR DAVID 
REYNOLDS: PRODUCER ROBERT D. 
CARDONA 

Yorkshire Television Production 


2.0 Oood Afternoon 

MARY PARKINSON 

Can you take a joke? Mary Parkinson 
looks at the an of practical jokes and 
talks to a joke manufacturer. 

DIRECTORS STUART HALL, GRAEME 
DUCKHAM, ADRIAN BROWN: PRODUCER 
DIANA potter: EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
IAN MARTIN 

Thames Television Production 


2.30 Urn’s World 

JIMMY YOUNG 

Jim invites you to meet some oi the 
people who make up his world. 

Music director is Neil Richardson. 
PRODUCTION TEAM GILLIAN SOUTHCOTT, 
CHARLES THOMPSON: DESIGNER GREGORY 
LAWSON: DIRECTOR/PRODUCER TERRY 
MILLER 

Southern Television Production 


3.0 Monday Mminee 

The Smallest Show on Earth 

VIRGINIA McKENNA 

When Matt and Jean Sp^ser learn they 
have inherited a cinema in the North erf 
England, they visualise a vast, opulent 
auditorium. But they are shattered to 
find it is the tiny Bijou Kinema, known 
to local filmgoers as the “Fleapit”. (black 
and white). 

See film guide, page 50 
Jean Spenser Virginia McKenna 

Matt Spenser Bill Travers 

Percy Quill Peter Sellers 

Mrs. Jazackalee Margaret Rutherford 
Robin Carter Leslie Phillips 

Old Tom Bernard Miles 

Harcastle Francis De Wolff 

Marlene Hogg June Cunningham 

Mr. Hogg Sidney James 

SCREENPLAY WILUAM ROSE, JOHN 
ELDRIDGE: DIRECTOR BASIL DEARDEN 


4.25 Clapperboard 

CHRIS KELLY 

This month is the centenary of comic 
papers and Dennis Gifford, a film his¬ 
torian who is also an expen on comics, 
talks about those that were made into 
canoon films. 

COMPILER GRAHAM MURRAY: DIRECTOR 
DAVID WARWICK: PRODUCER MURIEL 
YOUNG 

Granada Television Production 


New Senes 


4.50 
The Swiss 
Family Robinson 

The Animal Kingdom 


BY ALVIN BORETZ 

Franz has been looking after a leopard, 
but one day it kills a chicken. So Robin¬ 
son decides it’s time for the leopard to 
go and fend for itself in the jungle. 
Robinson Chris Wiggins 

Elizabeth Diana Le Blanc 

Ernest Michael Duhig 

From Ricky O’NciU 

Marie Heather Graham 

DIRECTOR DON HALDANE: ASSOCIATE 
PRODUCER ALAN BROMLY: PRODUCER 
GERALD MAYER 


5.20 University Challenge 

BAMBER GASCOIGNE 

If in ancient Rome you were told not 
to scarifare, what would you be for¬ 
bidden to do? 

That’s the son of question that the 
two teams, last series wiimer Trinity 
College, Cambridge, and Trinity Col¬ 
lege, Cambridge “I>ons” will be facing 
in this Qiristmas edition of University 
Challenge. 

If you knew what scarifare meant 
scratch writing (writing on walls) you 
could be scoring as well as the teams. 
RESEARCHER CLARISSA HYMAN: DIRECTOR 
PETER MULLIMGS: PRODUCER DOUGLAS 
TERRY 

Granada Television Production 

5.50 Hews 
6.0 ATV Today 

Reports on news and people in the 
regkm by the ATV Today team of Ted 
Trimmer, Mike Warman, Lance Bes- 
wick, TrevOr East, Peter Green, Reg 
Harcourt, Derek Hobson, Susan Jay, 
Alan Jones, Wendy Jones, Tony May- 
cock, Gary Newbon, Helen Piddock, 
Peter Plant, Chris Tarrant, Alan Wall- 
croft, Bob Warman, John Withington, 
Billy Wright. 

DIRECTORS JOHN OXLEY, TIM WATSON, 
JOHN PULLEN: EDITOR BOB GILLMAN 

ATV Network Production 


Programmes as Midland except for: 

ANGLIA 10.55 Skijmy; 11.20 Chasing; 1.25 
Anglia News; 2.0 Houseparty; 3.0 Film— 
Female Artillery; 6.0 About Anglia; 10.30 Movie 
—McMillan* Wife. 

GRANADA ll.O Thunderbirds: 11.45 

Hammy; 1.20 Window; 3.0 Film—Bulldog Jade; 
4.15 Pied Pipers; 6.0 Granada Reports. 


HIV 11.0 Superman: 11.20 Chasing: 1.20 
Headlines; 2.0 HousecaU; 3.0 Film—A Place to 
Go: 5.20 Stars in West; 6.1 Rerort; 6.22 Report 
Wales; 10.30 Film—Chamber ofjHorrors. 

HTV (Wales) as General Service except: 
1.20 Wales Headlines; 2.0 Hamdden; 4.25 
Cambriantics; 6.1 Y Dydd; 6.22 Report Wales. 

LONDON 11.0 ^uash; 11.10 Qassics; 1.20 
Today; 3.0 Film—Tne G^l Who Came Gift- 
wrapp^; 6.0 Today; 10.30 Film—Lock Up 
Your Daughters. 

SOUTHERN 11.0 Cartoon; 11.20 Chasing 
Game; 1.20 News; 2.30 Houseparty; 3.0 Film— 
Letters from Th^ Lovers; 5.20 Wait Till 
Father; 6.0 Day by Day; 10.30 Wish You Were 
Here; 11.0 Adventurer; 11.20 News; 11.40 
Guideline; 11.45 Farming. 

YORKSHIRE ll.O Leagues; 1.20 News; 3.0 
Film—Snowbound; 6.0 Calendar; 10.30 Enuner- 
dale; 11.25 Ski-ing. 
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MONDAY 



Stagtog men... 



M o need to vote for the acts in toni^t’s 
Opportunity Knocks! They’re all winners. 
But only one will collect the coveted Silver 
trophy awarded by the Variety Qub of Great 
Britain to the act polling the highest number of 
votes in the series. 

Current holders Millican and Nesbitt (left), 
who went straight hrom Opportunity Knocks! 
to chart success and a season at the London 
Palladium, will present the award. 

Favourite could be 10-year-old singing sensa¬ 
tion Lena Zavaroni—now a success in America 
in stage shows with Frank Sinatra, and appear¬ 
ances on all the big network TV programmes. 

The musical group Airborne, singers Helen Fos¬ 
ter and Lance Wyndsor,and one of the big comedy 
successes of the series, Tom O’Connor, can also 
expect a large following. So sit back, relax 
and enjoy again the best of Opportunity Knocks! 


Reach, pamner... 



Gun^ men! Dave Alien discoven the goodies 
baddies of M a nche ster in Dave Alien: Eccentrics at 


6.45 Opponunity Kpocltt! 



Ena Sharpies 
Maggie Cooks ■ 
Betty Turpin 
Bet Lynch 
Albert Tatlock 
Hilda Ogden 
Stan Ogden 
Eddie Yeats 
Annie Walker 
Billy Walker 
Ray Langton 
Len Fahclough 
Rita Littlewood 
Mavis Riley 
Jerry Booth 
Ernest Bishop 
Emily Bishop 
Nobbie Harris 
Deirdre Hunt 
Blanche Hunt 
Granny Hopkins 
Idris Hopkins 
Carlos 

Vernon Foyle 
Lwy Foyle 
Wimton Foyle 
Tricia Hopkins 
Big Arthur 


M^ot Bryant 
Violet Carson 
Irene Sutcliffe 
Betty Driver 
Julie Goodyear 
Jack Howarth 
Jean Alexander 
J^mard Youens 
Geoffrey Hughes 
Docis Speed 
Kenneth Farrington 
Neville Buswell 
Peter Adamson 
Barbara MuUaney 
Thelma Barlow 
Graham Haberfield 
Stephen Hancock 
Eileen Derbyshire 
Donald Webster 
Ann Kirkbride 
Maggie Jones 
Jessie Evans 
Richard Davies 
Malcolm Hebden 
Paul Steven Blidgeon 
Andrea Blidgeon 
Volney Harris 
Kathy Jones 
Louis Rayner 


WRITER HARRY KERSHAW; STORIES 
ESTHER ROSE, PETER TONKINSON: 
DIRECTOR KEN GRIEVE: PRODUCER 
SUSI HUSH 

Granada Television Production 


8.0 Dove Allen: 
Eccentrics ot Piny 


Variety Club Award Show 

There’s a very special Christmas present 
waiting tonight for one of the winning 
acts of Opportxmity Knocks! 

It is a silver trophy awarded annually 
by the Variety Qub of Great Britain to 
the act which has polled the highest 
number of votes from viewers during the 
series. 

Tonight, last year’s winners Millican 
and Nesbitt, fr«h from a successful 
appearance at the L^don Palladium, 
will be in the snidio to present the 
award. ^ sit back—there’s no voting— 
and enjoy the best of Opportunity 
Knocks! Md see again the 1974 winners 
who are in the r unning for the awarcL 
PROGRAMME ASSOCIATES LEN MARTEN, 
DORIS BARRY; DESIGNER DAVID RICHENS: 
DIRECTOR/PRODUCER KEITH BECKETT 
Thames Television Production 


7.30 Coronation Street 

Who cashes in on a Christmas Day 
black-rOut in the Street? 

This tveek*s cast: 

Minnie Caldwell 


9.0 Hounted 


f! v.,0 O wf 


Poor Girl 

BY EUZABETH TAYLOR 
ADAPTED BY ROBIN CHAPMAN 
When Florence Chasty leaves home in 
the summer of 1907 to take up her first 
post as governess to a nine-year-old boy, 
she realises that nothing in her upbring¬ 
ing has prepared her for the experiences 
that lie ahead—-or for the strange forces 
in the house which threaten to possess 
her ... 


Florence Chasty 
Oliver Wilson 
Louise Wilson 
Hilary Wilson 
Corbett 
Stoddard 
Dawkins 
Williams 
Mr, Chasty 
Vicar 

The young man 
The young woman 


Lynne Miller 
Smart Wilson 
Angela Thome 
Matthew PoUodc 
John Boxer 
Marjorie Sudell 
Fidelma O’Dowda 
Tommy Boyle 
Desmond Perry 
Joseph Berry 
Roben Swales 
Helen Rappapon 


DESIGNER COLIN GRIMES ; DIRECTOR 
MICHAEL APTED: PRODUCER DEREK 
GRANGER 

Granada Television Production 


© Reproduction in whole or 
in part without permission 
of any of the programme 
details published in TV 
TIMES is strictly forbidden 
Independent Television PubiicetionsLtd., 1974 


10.0 News at Ten 


Dave Allen fresh from his grand tour 
in search of the great English eccentric, 
now examines the allegation we’re all 
eccentrics under the slun. 

To find eccentrics at play Dave 
travelled England and discovered . . . 
a group of Comishmen engaged in the 
Second World War, Cumberland folk 
happy looking ugly, men from Man¬ 
chester heU-bent on out-shoodng Wyatt 
Earp and two brothers who live in a 
Norfolk vicarage and believe that all you 
need to make people laugh is—a pile of 
rubbish. 

RESEARCHER ASHLEY BRUCE; CAMERAMEN 
MIKE WHITTAKER, NICK GIFFORD: FILM 
EDITOR COLIN SLADE: DIRECTOR/ 
PRODUCER ROBIN BROWN 

ATV Network Production 


New Series 


lay Walking 


SUE JAY 

A personal report in which one of Bri¬ 
tain’s naost popular girl reporters takes a 
light-hearted look at some of the people 
she thinks ATV viewers would lUte to 
meet 

Tonight Sue goes to a jumble sale. 
FILM EDITOR JOHN MCCARTHY; DIRECTOR 
CARYL DONCASTER 

ATV Network T^oduetkm 


All programmes are in colour 
unless otherwise stated 


11.0 The Saint 

ROGER MOORE in 

The Saint Steps In 

The jungle war of big business involves 
the Saint in a highly explosive relatioa- 
ship with a tycoon’s daughter and with 
the equally attractive ^ughter of a 
scientist. (Black and white) ij: 


Simon Templar 
Hobart Quennel 
Andrea Quennel 
Walter Devon 
Calvin Gray 
Madeline Gray 
Morgen 


Roger Moore 
Gcoffr^ Keen 
Justine Lord 
Peter Vaughan 
Moultrie Kelsall 
Annette Andre 
Neil McCarthy 


SCRIPT HARRY W. JUNKIN; DIRECTOR 
JOHN GILUNG: PRODUCERS ROBERT S. 
BAKER, MONTY BERMAN 

12.0 Closedown 


I 

I 



gives you 


I 

I 
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I 

I 
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under the sun 

Ffairabilify means value, attention, experience, the most reliable 
senrice and the best resort hotels, it means a Hair holiday in the finest 
Mediterranean resorts, in Switzerland, Turkey, Rumania, Yugoslavia 
and in Madeira and the Canaries with jet flights in association with 
British Airways and other leading airlines from Heathrow, Gatwick, 
Manchester and Glasgow And it means special prices for children 
and elderly clients. Ask your A.B.T.A. travel agent for our colourful 
96 page brochure or send this coupon to Hair Holidays, Milbanke 
Tours Limited, 47 Cross Street, Manchester M2 4JF. Tel: 061-832 6445. 
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New%arsEv^ 


Why Rod bos to hand it to Emu... 


■ AS EMU turned over a new leaf? 

Have New Year rescrfutions in¬ 
spired the botherscMne bird to be kinder 
to long-siDBFcring Rod Hull? Rod’s 
special present from Emu, this Christ¬ 
mas, was to allow him to come home to 
Britain. Emu allowed Rod that is. The 
.problem is that America likes Emu, 
too. And where Emu goes. Rod gets 
dragged along as well. 

For a non-migratory bird. Emu cen- 



ainly gets around. Having been hatched 
as a small idea in Australia, he allowed 
Rod to bring him to this country just 
over three years ago. But the travelling 
bug had bitten and Emu has enough 
contraas in America to keep him busy 
there for five months of every year. 

Not that Emu makes many concessions 
to what Rod wants. 

“I want to write”, says the human half 
of the paitnership, “but Emu doesn’t 
leave me the time. I want to be a com¬ 
edian in my own right, but again Emu 
won’t let me do it.” 

But it wasn’t always like that. When 
he left Britain for Australia 14 years 
ago. Rod was a lighting engineer. He 
gave that up to become an actor/com¬ 
pere, did a series with William Rushton 
and Warren Mitchell and toured in a 
double act with Aditchell for four years 
before being captured by Emu. 

“Emu and I have never looked back. 
Now, the bird is my right-hand mun, so 
to speak . . .” 


9.30 Out Of Schools 

A chan^ for parents and teachers to see 
a selection from the schools programmes 
which are shown throughout the year. 
My World—Real Life: At the Bird 
Garden. 9.40 Seeing and Doing—^Feet. 
9.55 Finding Out—Codes. 10.15 Meeting 
Our Needs—Good News, Bad News. 
10.35 The Nature of Things—^T^e 
Balanced Approach of the Bicycle. 

11.0 Woobindo 

Caesar Was Shot 

Another exciting adventure in the Aus¬ 
tralian outback. :|; 

11.30 The Addoms Family 

Thing falls into Morticia’s baking 
mixture. 

12.0 Hickory House 

Under and Over 

BY KAREN PLATT 

Humphrey arranges an under and over 
game, but he won’t play fair—until it’s 
his turn ... 

Today’s story is Three Bitty Goats 
Gruff, 

12.15 Amazingly Enough 
H’s Rod Hull and Emu 

New Year's Dinner at 
Emu's Palace 

Rod and Emu turn their home into a 
restaurant. 

DIRECTOR/producer STAN WOODWARD 
Thames Television Production 


Mew Senes 


Cooking on o Budget 

TONI STOPPANI 

At a time of ever-escalating food prices, 
viewers will welcome this new series 
designed for peof^e with special needs. 

This week, resident chef Toni Stop- 
pani demonstrates a selecti<m of dishes to 
a group of young couples, with Janet 
Warren in the chair. 

PRODUCTION ASSOCIATE BARBARA TWIGG: 
DIRECTOR terry HARDING 
HTV Production 


1.0 First Repon 

ROBERT KEE 

Robert Kee brings you up to date on 
what’s happening at home and abroad. 
Plus weather forecast and the Financial 
Times share index. 

1.20 Lunchtime Hewsdesk 

1.30 Enmierdale Farm 

Amos calls on the Sugdens and asks for 
help when his secret New Year’s Eve 
plans Income complicated. 

For this week*s cast, see Monday, 

2.0 Oood Afternoon 

JUDITH CHALMERS 

Do we need a Royal Family? Judith 
Chalmers talks to M.P.’s Willy Hamilton 
and Norman St. John Stevas. 

2.30 Rooms 

Sarah 

BY BILL MAOLWRAITH 

New Yc^s Eve can be a lonely rime for 

people living in rooms—so Sarah decides 

to invite Robert and Lynn to a dinner 

party. 

But her well-meaning attempt at 
matchmaking backfires . . . 

STORY EDITOR TONY HOLLAND: DESIGNER 
TONY BORER: PRODUCER JACQUELINE 
DAVIS: DIRECTOR BRIAN FARNHAM 

Thames Television Production 


dppy: 11.20 Cartoon; 11.30 
' Anglia News; 2.0 Face It; 


ProgrammM a« Midland excapt for; 
ANGLIA 10.55 Skip 

Sound of Pipes; 1.25 . 

6.0 About Anglia. 

GRANADA n.o Riptide; 11.45 Hammy; 
1.20 Babar; 3.55 Crossroads; 4.20 Chuckleheads; 
6.0 Granada Reports; 6.30 Mx. Magoo. 

iny 11 5 Pippi; 11.30 Pipes; 12.0 Hickory; 
1.20 Headlmes; 4.0 Houseparty; 7.20 Help; 7.25 
Crossroads; 6.1 Report West; 6.1 Report Wales; 

6.30 Mr & Mrs. 

HTV (Wales) as General Service except: 
1.20 Wales Headlines; 4.25 Miri Mawr; 4.35 
Miri Mwy; 6.1 Y Dydd; 10.30 Dan Sylw; 11.15 
Book Review. 

LONDON 11.0 Cartoon; 11.5 Riptide; 11.55 
Fable; 5.20 Flintstones; 6.0 Today. 

SOUTHERN 11.0 Untamed Worid: 11.30 
Pipes; 1.20 News; 2.0 Houseparw; 5.20 Sinbad; 
^ Crossroads; 6.0 Day by Day; 630 UnL 
Challenge. 

YORKSHIRE n.o skating; 1.20 Calendar; 

2.30 Melodies; 5.20 Anna. 



Roirs treat 


Sootyr’s guest today is 
Affable Aussie Rdf 
Harris—complete 
with songs and a 
...custard pie? 


3.0Haaeigli 

GERALD HARPER in 

The Goddaughter 

BY DAVID AMBROSE 

with HILARY DWYER 
ROSALIE CRUTCHLEY 
PAULINE JAMESON 
JENNY TWIGGE 
and GERALD JAMES 


James HacUeigh’s s^ent goddaughter, 
Joanna, is involved in a tricky situation 
at college and he is asked to sec the 
Principal, Dame Audrey, and intervene 
on Joanna’s behalf. 


Axuua luiuacu up against 
ruthlessness and determination 


usually associated 
Jennifer Hadleigh 
James Hadleigh 
Joanna 

Dame Audrey 

Kate 

Sutton 

Lucinda Smithers 
Nesta Holmes 
Charlie Caldwell 


_ noi 

with the weaker sex. ^ 
Hilary Dwyci 
Gerald Ha^x 
Jeimy Twigge 
Pauline Jameson 
Rosalie (iutchley 
Peter Dennis 
Karen Ford 
Mary Kenton 
Gerdd James 


DESIGNER ANDREW DRUMMOND: DIRECTOR 
MOIRA ARMSTRONG: PRODUCER JACKY 
STOLLER: EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
PETER WnXES 


Yorkshire Television Production 


3.55 Looks Familiar 

DENIS NORDEN 

with REG VARNEY 

JIMMY YOUNG 

PEARL HACKNEY 

ROBERT MULLER 

What better way of entering the New 

Year than with a fond lode back at the 

Thirties and Forties? 

With Reg Varney and Jimmy Young 
as two of Denis Norden’s guests, the 
accent is naturally on comedy and music. 

Comedy actress Pearl Hackney recalls 
her days at the Windmill Theatre, and 
writer Robert Muller looks at horror 
movies of the period, including a glimpse 
<rf King Kong, 

deviser/ compiler denis GIFFORD: 
RESEARCHER JOHN PULLEN-BURRY: 
DESIGNER LAWRENCE COLLETT: DIRECTOR 
DAPHNE SHAD WELL: PRODUCER DAVID 
CLARK 

Thames Television Production 


Mew Series 


The Sooty Show 

HARRY CORBETT 
ROLF HARRIS 

Soo starts the ball rolling—or is it the fur 
flying—on this new series, with a game 
that seems only to get poor Sweep cover¬ 
ed in goo. Uncle Harry isn’t left out, as 
special gu<»t Rolf Harris treats him to a 
custard pie and us to a song. Harry’s 
working on a building site, though it’s 
more like a demolition site when Sooty 
and Sweep have finished. 

However, it all builds up to an ex¬ 
citing climax when Rolf joins the Sooty- 
Braden Band for a rousing song about 
a Big Black Hat, 

DESIGNER COLIN ANDREWS: DIRECTOR/ 
PRODUCER DENNIS KIRKLAND 

Thames Television Production 


4.50 Magpie 

JENNY HANLEY 
DOUGLAS RAE 
MICK ROBERTSON 

On the eve of the New Year, Magpie 
looks back over 1974. You can sec hi^- 
lights of Magpies summer trip to 
America, Mick’s visit to Liverpool Foot¬ 
ball Oub, Dougie climbing a mountain 
— and Jcimy, giving an elephant a 
bath... 

DIRECTORS RICHARD MERVYN, AUDREY 
STARRETT, PETER YOLLAND: PRODUCER 
RANDAL BEATTIE 
Thames Television Production 

5.20 Wail THI Tour 
Faiher Oeis Hone 

Marriage Counsellor 

A marriage counsellor gets on the wrong 
side of Han^ when he suggests that 
Irma should join his bowling club. 


5.50 News 



6.0 ATV Today 
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ffing out the old i.. bring in the new... celebrate the lost shows el 1974 whh the stora 



Val is first foot on . . . which includes Matt Munro as the guest of Bernard Manning and . . . before Elaine Simmons, Allan Stewart and Vince Hill see 
the last night... Cohn Crompton, iii^Wheeltappers v/)io follow the Canterville Ghost .,, out the old year and usher in the new in a Hogmanay party 



6.35 Crossroads 



Shughie McFec decides to prepare a 
haggis—to bring a hint of Hogmanay to 
the motel... 

This week's cast: 

Meg Richardson 
Mr. Booth 
Shughie McFee 
Amy Turtle 
Sandy Richardson 
Keith Willett 
Dot Smith 
Anne Powell 
Vera Downend 
Hugh Mortimer 
Brian Jarvis 
David Hunter 
Sheila Mollison 
Florrie Harvey 
Wilf Harvey 
Sheila Mollison 
Sam Came 
Stan Harvey 
Jin Harvey 

WRITERS PETER LING, MICHALA CREES, 
BASIL DAWSON, MALCOLM HULKE: 
DIRECTOR MICHAEL HART: PRODUCER 
JACK BARTON 

ATV Network Production 


Noele Gordon 
David Lawton 
Angus Lennie 
Ann George 
Roger Tonge 
Trevor Baimister 
Jennifer Hill 
Caroline Dowdeswell 
2^ph Gladstone 
John Bentley 
David Fennell 
Ronald Allen 
Sonia Fox 
Penelope Shaw 
Morris Parsons 
Sonia Fox 
Jack Woolgar 
Edward Clayton 
Jane Rossington 


7.0 

The Val Doonicaa Show 

PAUL MELBA 

with KENNY WOODMAN AND 

HIS ORCHESTRA 

FABRIC 

Let velvet-voiced Val get you in a mood 
for m id n ig h t with this collection of 
mirth and melody. 

Paul Melba kx^s at how he thinks 
some of the s^s would interpret Auld 
Lang Syne —^including James Mason, 
Boris Karloff, Heiury Fonda and Perry 
Como. 

Val’s taking time out to sing Time, 
and You Are the Sunshine of My Life. 

Music associate is Roger Richards. 
WRITERS ROY TUVEY, MAURICE SELLAR: 
DESIGNER LEWIS LOGAN: DIRECTOR/ 
PRODUCER KEITH BECKETT 
A TV Network Production 


7.30 The Canterville Ghost 

BY OSCAR WILDE, 

ADAPTED BY ROBIN MILLER 


DAVID NIVEN 
JAMES WHITMORE 
LYNNE FREDERICK 
FLORA ROBSON 

Audra Lindley Maurice Evans 


In a rare television appearance, David 
Niven plays the Ghost in this new 
adaptation of Oscar Wilde’s ghost story 
with a difference. 

All American family take over an 
English stately home, and also its resi¬ 
dent spectre. But the ghost has a hard 
time with his haunting when he is 
plagued by the family’s two sons, al¬ 
though their beautiful daughter proves 
his salvation. 

David Niven gets the Christmas bird: 
page 78 


Ghost 

Hyram B. Otis 
Mrs. Otis 
Virginia 
Mrs. Umney 
Lord Canterville 
Stars 
Stripes 

Duke of Cheshire 
Lady Canterville 
Rector 

Lady Strutfield 


David Niven 
James Whitmore 
Audra Lindley 
Lyime Frederick 
Flora Robson 
Maurice Evans 
Bobby Doran 
Christopher Morris 
Nicholas Jones 
Elizabeth Tyrrell 
Ronald Russell 
Isla Blair 


DESIGNER VOYTEK : DIRECTOR WALTER 

miller: associate producer mike 
TOWERS : producer timothy burrill : 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER PATRICK 
DROMGOOLE 


HTV Production 


8.30 The Good Guys 
ond the Bad Guys 

ROBERT MITCHUM 

GEORGE KENNEDY 

DAVID CARRADINE 

TINA LOUISE 

with John Davis Chandler 

Martin Balsam Marie Windsor 

Lois Nettleton John Carradine 


For 20 years, James Flagg has been 
marshal of Progress. At 45, his talk of 
posses and outlaws seems a little out of 
place in the peaceful town, until one day 
an old man tells him he has seen a 
bunch of mean-looking men on its 


outskins. 

One of the men was named Waco 
and another was McKay. Big J<^ 
McKay was a notorious outlaw who be¬ 
came the only man ever to escaj^ from 
Flagg’s jail. Flagg becomes convinced a 
hold-up is planned. 

The mayor, however, is aghast. He’s 
never heard of McKay. Before Flagg 
knows it, he’s been retired, complete 
with pension and gold watch. 

He determines to go alone against the 
outlaws, who really are plotting a 
$100,000 robbery of the Progress bank. 
Trouble for Flagg is that he has problems 
sorting the good guys from the bad . . . 
See film guide, page SO 
Marshal James Flagg Robert Mitchum 
Big John McKay Geo^e Kennedy 

Waco David Carradine 

Carmel Tina Louise 

Mary Foster Lois Nettleton 

Deuce John Davis Chandler 

Mayor Randolph Wilker Martin Balsam 
Dolly Marie Windsor 

Ticker J(ffm Carradine 

Old Grundy Douglas V. Fowley 

Mrs. Stone Kathleen Freeman 

SCREENPLAY RONALD M. COHEN, DENNIS 
SHRYACK: director BURT KENNEDY 

10.15 News of Ten 


10.30 New Year’s ive 
at the Wheeltappers 
and Shunters Social Cluh 

It’s party time at the friendliest working 
men’s club of the North. Colin Cromp¬ 
ton, is in the chair trying hard to keep 
the revellers in theirs. 

The compere, as always, is Bernard 
Manning. Today, Big Bemie calls on 
Matt Monro to sing us a song, along 
with guest stars Charlie Williams, 
Freddie Garrity, Frank Carson and 
Design. And just to add to the chaos, 
there’s an exotic dancer, and a man who 
juggles with soot. 

The music director is Derek Hilton. 
DESIGNER TIM FARMER: DIRECTOR DAVE 
WARWICK: PRODUCER JOHN HAMP 
Granada Television Production 


11.30 Ring In The New 

VINCE HILL BILL SIMPSON 

ALLAN STEWART EVE GRAHAM 
ELAINE SIMMONS BILL McCUE 

Make ready for midnight with this 
special entertainment from north of the 
border for Hogmanay. There’s songs, 
sketches and comedy to make you laugh, 
sing ... or even cry. 

Be sure your next 12 months start on 
the right note—and Ring in the New 
with this collection of talent, including 
the STV Dancers and Singers. 

The choreographer is Nita Howard, 
the dance associate Bruce McQure, the 
music associate is Ian Gourlay and the 
music director is Arthur Blake. 

WRITER KENNETH UTTLB: DESIGNER 
GEOFF NIXON: DIRECTCWt TED 
WILLIAMSON: EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
LIAM HOOD 

Scottish Television Production 

12.30 Closedown 



Lynne Frederick (Virginia) in the 
Canterville Ghost—tonight at 730 
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That was the year—in 
which Britain’s Bernard 
Gallacher beat Open 
Champion Gary Player to 
take the Dunlop Masters 
title. A Year of Golf 



That was the film — which Those were the days—when motoring was really motoring 
made Hannah Hauzwell a • • • and usually you walked and pushed. Tony Curtis and 
celebrity. Too Long a Winter Susan Hampshire get under way in Monte Carlo or Bust 


9.15 Top of the Form 

RONALD SHINER 
ANTHONY NEWLEY 
HARRY FOWLER 

Horseracing tipster Ronnie Fonescue 
makes his living selling an “infallible” 
betting system to a gullible public. A 
brash cockney, he calls himself 
“Professor” and, to add a touch of 
authenticity, dons a mortar board and 
gown. 

Sensing that his system has misfired 
during a race, he beats a hasty retreat, 
pursued by an angry mob. This is the 
beginning of a hair-raising and hilarious 
adventure ... (black and white) 

See film guide, page 50 
“Pro/essc^* Ronnie 

Fortescue Ronald Shiner 


Percy 

Albert 

Yvette 

Arty Jones 

Mrs. Bagshot 

Willoughby Gore 


Dickson 
Terrence 
Clarence 
Pugley 
Jones Minor 
Septimus 
The Dean 
Cliquet 

Deputy Minister of 
Education 
Minister's wife 


Anthony Newley 
Harry Fowler 
Jacqueline Pierreaux 
Alfie Bass 
Mary Jerrold 
Richard Wattis 


Howard Marion-Crawford 
Roland Curram 
Terrence Mitchell 
Gerald Campion 
Eddie Sutch 
Oscar Quitak 
Kynaston Reeves 
Martin Benson 


Marcel Poncio 
Ina de la Haye 


SCREENPLAY PATRICK KIRWAN, TED 
WILLIS, JOHN PADDY CARSTAIRS: 
DIRECTOR JOHN PADDY CARSTAIRS 


10.30 A Year of Golf 



A must for golfers. Exciting final round 
highlights from four of the major golf 
tournaments covered last year by ITV. 

The four : Benson and Hedges Golf 
Festival, won by Philippe Toussaint, 
The Viyella-PGA Championship (Maur¬ 
ice Bembridge), The Wills Open (Neil 
Coles), and the Dunlop Masters (Bern¬ 
ard Gallacher). 

Commentators are John Jacobs, Ben 
Wright and Arthur Montford. 
Independent Television Sports 
Production 


12.0 Hickory House 

Boats 

BY VEDAH HAMON MOODY 

Today’s story is Red Fox and his Canoe 

by Nathaniel Benchley. 

12.15 The Advenfures 
of Ruperf Bear 

Rupert and the Sleepless 
Hedgehog 

Rupert and Raggetty have to find some 
flowers for a hedgehog who cannot get 
his winter sleep. 

Anna Standon’s story is read by Judy 
Bennett. 

DIRECTOR MARY TURNER: PRODUCERS 
MARY TURNER, JOHN READ 



Wales in 
32 pages 

Our new information-packed brochure gives you the COMPLETE 
holiday picture. Where to stay, what to see and do, pages on the 
coastline and countryside, package holidays, pony trekking... 
Send for it now—it’s FREE! 

J 


Fill in this coupon and you’ll also receive our free 200-page 
accommodation guide “Where to Stay in Wales”. 


Name. 


Address. 


Postal Code 


Wales Tourist Board, Dept. TVl 
P.a. Box 151, WDO, Cardiff CF5 IXS. 
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These are .. • 
the smiles that 
cheer from Coroim- 
tion Street barmaids 
Julie Goodyear, 
Betty Driver 


This must be • • • 
Alfred Hitchcock, 
that master of 
suspense, who 
keeps you on the 
edge of your seats 
with his film 
Topa^ in which he 
makes his usual 
cameo appearance 


12.30 Disneyland U.S.A. 

Set in Annaheim, California, this film 
shows why Disneyland attracts thousands 
of visitors every year, providing enter¬ 
tainment for children of all ages. 

1.0 News 

1.10 The Best of the Worst 
of Kenneth Rohinson 

At his best Kenneth Robinson looks like 
a bank clerk, and performs like a bank 
clerk. But at his worst Mr. Robinson 
reveals a unique sense of humour, as the 
audience at the New London Theatre 
discovered when Kenneth treated them 
to his review of 1974. 

Today’s programme is funnier than 
that performance. All the ‘best’ bits have 
been cut out... 

DIRECTOR TERRY YARWOOD : EXECUTIVE 
PRODUCER ANDY ALLAN 
Thames Television Production 

1.50 Too Long h Winter 

Nearly mo years ago, a frail woman 
dressed in rags was shown on a York¬ 
shire Television documentary. She was 
Hannah Hauxwell, the documentary was 
Too Long a Winter and overnight she 
became a national figure. 

This quietly contented woman rec¬ 
eived thousands of letters, hundreds of 
gifts, and the programme won two 
awards and has been shown in several 
countries. 

This is your chance to see this fascin¬ 
ating documentary again. 

FILM EDITOR GRAHAM SHRIMPTON : 
DIRECTOR/PRODUCER BARRY COCKCROFT: 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER JOHN FAIRLEY 
Yorkshire Television Production 


Programmes as Midland except for: 

® * 0“‘ of Towni 

6.5 Folk Festival; 10.50 Gncrson. 

GRANADA 9.0 Film—The Fast L«Iy: 6.0 
Persuaders. 

HTV 10.5 Out of Town; 1.0 News; 5.0 Bugs; 

Crmsroads; 6.0 Lot of Trouble; 6.30 
Thunderbox; 10.50 Battle Over Water; 11 35 
Champions. 

(Wales) as General Service except: 

® Sunri,^; 

10.50 Y Flwyddyn yn y Swyddfa Gymrcig. 

LOimON 9.50 Wood From Trees; 10 15 
SquMh; 10.30 Golf; 6.0 Dr. Seuss; 10;50 siy 
Goodbye. ^ 

Town; 12.15 

Cartoon; 12.25 News; 5.0 Cartoons; 5.20 Cross- 
® Music in Camera; 

11.20 News; 11.30 Protectors. 

9.30 Breakfast; 9.55Osmonds; 

^.20 House; 10.30 Golf; 6.0 Protectors; 6 30 
Cartoon; 10.50 McCloud. 


2.45 Monte Carlo or Bust 

TONY CURTIS 
SUSAN HAMPSHIRE 
PETER COOK DUDLEY MOORE 
TERRY-THOMAS ERIC SYKES 
JACK HAWKINS GERT PROBE 


In 1929, on a golf-course in England, Sir 
Cuthbert Ware-Armitage is pursuing his 
usual game—cheating. The son of the 
Ware-Armitage defeated in the great air 
race of 1910 from London to Paris, Sir 
CuAbert yearns to win a big inter¬ 
national event. 

So he is delighted when he learns that 
he has inherited an automobile factory 
that makes a car called The Nifty Nine. 
He rushes off to take possession, and 
enter the Monte Carlo Rally. 

To his horror, he finds he is only 
half-owner of the factory. His father had 
lost the other half to a young American 
gambler, Chester Schofield, who has 
already moved in, and is building a 
speedster called the Triple S. 

Sir Cuthbert, who intends to cheat, 
proposes they enter their respective cars 
in the Rally, the winner to become full 
owner of the factory. 

There are, of course, a number of 
other contestants, including three beauti¬ 
ful girls who are convinced they can do 
as well as men. But the dastardly Sir 
Cuthbert plans to nobble everyone ,.. 
See film guide, page 50 
Chester Schofield Tony Curtis 

^^tty Susan Hampshire 

Maj. Digby Dawlish Peter Cook 

Lt. Kit Barrington Dudley Moore 
Sir Cuthbert 


Ware-Armitage 

Perkins 

Count Levinovitch 
Willi Schickel 


} 


Horst Muller 
M. Dupont 
Dr. Marie-Claude 
Pascale 
Dominique 
Angelo 
W^eska 
Lady journalist 
Golf Club secretary 
Marcello 

John 0*Groats official 
Golfer 
Otto 


Terry-Thomas 
Eric Sykes 
Jack Hawkins 

Gen Probe 

Bourvil 
Mireille Dare 
Marie Dubois 
Nicholetta Machiavelli 
Walter Chiari 
Derren Nesbitt 
Hattie Jacques 
Richard Wattis 
L^do Buzzanca 
William Rushton 
Nicholas Phipps 
Peer Schmidt 


German rally official M chael Trubshawe 


SCREENPLAY JACK DAVIES, KEN ANNAKIN: 
DIRECTOR KEN ANNAKIN 



Reproduction in whole or 
in part without permission 
of any of the programme 
details published in TV 
TIMES is strictly forbidden 


Independent Television Publications Ltd. 1975 


5.0 Battle Over Water 

Every year 14 steel barges compete in an 
extraordinary sailing race through the 
usually placid waters of the Friesland in 
Holland. 

Competing for the honour of their res¬ 
pective towns, these unlikely racing craft 
—each with a tremendous area of sail— 
are thrown about by their professional 
crews like so many giant dinghies. 

This year, for the first time, English 
and Dutch film crews were allowed to 
cover the struggle both from land and 
aboard the vessels. 

The result is a unique and thrilling 
spectacle. See page 20 
CAMERAMEN JOEP KONIGS, PAUL GODFREY : 
FILM EDITOR CHRIS THOMPSON : DIRECTOR 
CHARLES LAGUS : WRITER/PRODUCER 
RICHARD WADE 
ATV Network Production 

5.45 Mews 
5.0 ATV Today 

Shaw Taylor joins the team to present 
Police Five. 

6.35 Crossroads 

Sam Came’s confined to bed, and 
Florrie spares no thought for his modesty 
as she assumes her nursing duties ... 

7.0 This Is Your Life 

EAMONN ANDREWS 

For one special person the new year 
starts off with a surprise as Eamonn once 
again says those four special words ... 
PROGRAMME ASSOCIATE MARTIN 
ROBERTSON: PROGRAMME CONSULTANTS 
TOM BRENNAND, ROY BOTTOMLEY: 
DESIGNER ALEX MACINTYRE: PRODUCER 
JACK CRAWSHAW 
Thames Television Production 

7.30 Coronotloa Street 

Bet gets stood up—and Mavis gets a 
proposal... 

For cast, see Monday, 

DIRECTOR NICK BURRELL-DAVIES 

8.0 Topaz 

FREDERICK STAFFORD 

JOHN FORSYTHE 

DANY ROBIN KARIN DOR 

JOHN VERNON 

Copenhagen, 1962: Boris Kusenev, a 
high Soviet official, emerges through the 
gates of the Soviet embassy. He is 
h^vily guarded, because he is known to 
di^gree with his government’s policies. 
His daughter, Tamara, who is with him, 
deliberately drops a figurine as a signal 


to watching American agents. 

0 Based on Leon Uris’ best-selling 
novel, this is Alfred Hitchcock’s sus¬ 
penseful reconstruction of one of the 
most notorious espionage cases of the 
century. 

See film guide, page 50 
Andre Devereaux Frederick Stafford 
Michael Nordstrom John Forsythe 
Nicole Devereaux Dany Robin 

Rico Parra John Vernon 

Juanita de Cordoba Karin Dor 

Jacques Granville Michel Piccoli 

Michele Picard Claude Jade 

Henn Jarre Philippe Noiret 

Philippe Dubois Roscoe Lee Browne 
Marshall McKittrick Edmon Ryan 

Boris Kusenev Per-Axel Arosenius 

Tamara Kusenev Tina Hedstrom 


Claude Martin 
Luis Uribe 
Francois Picard 
Hernandez 
Pablo Mendoza 


John Van Dreelen 
Don Randolph 
Michel Subor 
Carlos Rivas 
Lewis Charles 


Police Chief Munoz Roberto Contreras 
SCREENPLAY SAMUEL TAYLOR: DIRECTOR 
ALFRED HITCHCOCK 

10.20 News at Ten 

10.50 U.F.O. 

ED BISHOP 
MICHAEL BILLINGTON 
WANDA VENTHAM in 

The Psychobombs 

BY TONY BARWICK 

They are three very ordinary people— 
Linda, a secretary; Mason a motorway 
construction manager; and Clark, a bank 
clerk. 

Yet they have incredible powers of 
strength. All are unaware they have been 
taken over by aliens from space who have 
landed on Earth in a U.F.O., which the 
S.H.A.D.O. organisation cannot trace, i 
Straker Ed Bishop 

Radio epemtor Ayshea Brough 

Col. Virginia Lake Wanda Ventham 
Linda 
Clark 
Mason 
Motorcyclist 
Col. Foster 
Dr. Jackson 
Station officer 


Deborah Grant 
David Colling. 
Mike Pran 
Gavin Campbell 
Michael Billington 
Vladek Sheybal 
Peter Blythe 

{ Peter Davies 
Derek Steen 
Tom Adams 


Station guards 
Copt. Lauritzen 

DIRECTOR JEREMY SUMMERS : PRODUCERS 
GERRY ANDERSON, REG HILL 

11.50 Fattier Paschal 

Father Paschal discusses a common 
problenL 

ATV Network Production 

11.55 Closedown 
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Si .... THURSDAY 



r us afternoon’s progpramme. The 
World of Model Rcdlways, is not 
about playing with train sets. There 
are 20,000 adult model railway en¬ 
thusiasts in Britain, including Hughie 
Green (right, with his own layout) 
who says: cannot imagine working 
^ efficiendy without them. After a hard 
day, I can go home, switch the trains 
on and switch the agonies off.” 

There were model railways already 
runmng in the late 19th century— 
within 50 years of Stephenson’s 
Rocket—but they were rather crude 
affairs. It wasn’t until the firm of 
Bassett-Lowke came on the scene in 
the 1900’s that enthusiasts could buy 



the real, scale-model thing. And then, 
only if they were very rich. It was in 
1920 that Hornby started making 
model trains for the general public. 

Today, there are three magazines 
for enthusiasts. 

You can get locomodve kits from 
£10-£12. But if you are a specialist 
and want a pardcular hand-built 
model it could cost anything from 
£500 to £5,000. But those prices will 
give you an operating mini-steam loco, 
with all andlliaries that made the 
steam-age so reliable, faster and on 
time. 

Maybe we have run ahead of our¬ 
selves and would have done well to 
have stuck to steam, which, as the 
records show, produced trains capable 
of 114m.p.h. 


1 


1 


f 


f 


9.45 Out of Town 

JACK HARGREAVES 

An English gipsy boy learning to ride 
Spanish style ... a Shetland pony being 
exercised by an Alsatian dog ... a 
family of Spanish children who spend 
more time on horseback than on their 
feet. 

Just a few oi the unusual sights that 
greeted Jack during his visit to the 
Hacienda C^agna, Southern Spain. J 
FILM CAMERAMAN STANLEY BREHAUT; 
FILM EDITOR ALAN WALLER: DIRECTOR 
COUN NUTLEY 

Southern Television Production 

10.15 Wooblndo 

Chocolate, Cherry or 
Pistachio 

Gattens Creek is terrorised by a tiger 
with a mania for ice cream. 

10.45 

Untamed World 

Asia 

A look at the various cultures and wild 
life in South East Asia. 

11.15 

The Addoms Family 

Left in the Lurch 

The Addams family find themselves 
caught up in a pop festival in Nashville. 

12.0 Hickory House 

Things That Go Wrong 

Dusty ends up in a cake tin, and 
there’s a picture which won’t stay on the 
wall. Today’s story is The Little Indian 
Boy. 

12.15 

Cam. Cook’s Travels 

BY ZORAN PERISIC, BASED ON THE 
JOURNALS OF CAPTAIN JAMES COOK 

February 1773: The gims are fired at 
regular intervals as the search for the 
Adventure goes on. But after two days 
the truth must be faced—^the only chance 
left of making contact is at the pre¬ 
arranged rendezvous in New inland ... 
The narrator is Edward Judd. 

DIRECTOR ZORAN PERISIC: EXECUTIVE 
PRODUCER PETER HOLMANS 


All programmes are in colour 
unless otherwise stated 


12.30 

Point Along with Honey 

NANCY KOMINSKY 
ALAN TAYLOR 
White on White 

Nancy Kominsky demonstrates this 
simple stroke by stroke method of apply¬ 
ing colour to canvas. 

For women viewers interested in sub¬ 
mitting their entries on the theme of 
Love to the Paint Along with Nancy 
competition, before January 14, the 
address is: Nancy Kominsky Competi¬ 
tion, TV Times, P.O. Box 40, Kettering, 
Northants. 

DESIGNER JOHN BIGGS : DIRECTOR 
CARYL DONCASTER 
HTV Production 

1.0 Hnt Report 

1.20 Lunchtime Hewsdesk 

1.30 Crown Court 

Ring in the New Year 

BY PETER KING 

Eric Flynn had a very merry New Year’s 
Eve in 1973—that is until he arrived 
home and his wife Ethel hit him with a 
saucepan. Now, a year later, she appears 
charged with assault. 

RESEARCHER ALEX MARSHALL: DESIGNER 
KNOWLES BENTLEY: DIRECTOR LAURENCE 
MOODY: PRODUCER KERRY CRABBE: 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER MICHAEL COX 
Granada Television Production 


2.0 Good Afternoon 

MAVIS NICHOLSON 

Cards, hands and crystal balls—the tools 
of the fortune tellers. Mavis takes a look 
at their mysterious work. 

2.30 General Hospital 

Capper’s mysterious phone calls arouse 
interest. This week's cast: 

Dr. Armstrong 


Mr. Parker Brown 
Dr. Chitapo 
Dr. Morley 
Dr. Wadaon 
Dr. Hamlyn 
Sister Washington 
Staff Nurse Holland 
Student Nurse Stevens 
Cap^ 

Ernie Penrose 
Sgt. Eric Marshall 
Trafford Irwin 
P.C. Tom Poole 
Fiona Marshall 


David Garth 
Lewis Jones 
Jason Rose 
Donal Cox 
Jenny Twigge 
Veronica Hurst 
Carmen Munro 
Pippa Rowe 
Amber Thomas 
John Halstead 
Brian Capron 
Ray Lonnen 
Alan Barry 
Paul Jesson 
Hilary Crane 


WRITER PATRICK ALEXANDER: SCRIPT 
DICK SHARPLES: DESIGNER DON FISHER: 
DIRECTOR RON FRANQS: PRODUCER 
VICTOR MENZIES 

ATV Network Production 


3.0 Riptide 


Hogan's Kingdom 

Moss goes to the rescue of a young 
man whose girlfriend’s father has for¬ 
bidden him to see her. J 

Moss Andrews Ty Hardin 

Hagen Tony Ward 

Mary Shirley Cameron 

Johnny Debray John Gregg 


4.25 

Voyage to the 
Bottom of the Sea 

RICHARD BASEHART 
DAVID HEDISON in 

Monster from the Inferno 


3.55 me World of 
Model Hallways 

This first programme, in a series of 
three, traces the development of the 
model train from Stephenson and Trevi¬ 
thick to the present day. 

PRODUCER ANDREW CROCKART 
Ulster Television Production 


A creature that is pure brain tries to 
take over the Seaview. :|: 


Admiral Nelson Richard Basehart 
Commander Lee Crane David Hedison 
Lt.-Cmdr. Chip Morton Robert Dowdell 
Sharkey Terry ^cker 

Kowalski Del Monroe 

Doctor Richard Bull 

Patterson Paul Trinka 

Lindsay Arthur Hill 



A modern de-luxe caravan resort 
with private beaches, restaurants, 
magnificent heated swimming pool, 
bars, shopping centre, a fine club and 
a great theatre/ballroom with cabaret 
and other amenities. 

And there are boat and coach trips, 
crazy golf and the Amusement centre. 

Every year, thousands enjoy beautiful 
Rockley Sands. Why not you? 


Name_ 

Address 


ROCKLEY SANDS, DEPT TV1M. 
POOLE, DORSET. TEL. 3451 
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It’s the Love Thy Neighbour spirit—or is it? 



They’re back • • . but it looks like change partners for Nina 
Baden-Semptf, Jack Smethurs^ Rudolf Walker and Kate Wil¬ 
liams. There is a new twist tonight when Joan Booth confesses, 
“Fve been unfaithful to Eddie—^with . • • Reggie Truelove!” 



.... mURSDAY 



Have story, will travel. 
John Pilger reports 
from Bangladesh 

John Pilger brings three re¬ 
ports from behind the 
lines. Tonight, he visits 
Bangladesh: ^Sadly” he 
says, ‘"Bangladesh was 
in the news too often last 
year. Unprecedented 
natural disasters 
have cost thous¬ 
ands of lives. 

The g rim 
question now 
is: Can 
Bangladesh 
survive?” 


L W 


John Thaw is Regan: looking 
for evidence in The Sweeney 

Brooker is public enemy number one 
for Regan and his Flying Squad 
comrades. When Regan goes looking 
for Brooker, he fin^ hmi armed— 
and warning: “Back off. Sunshine!” 


S.20 4S 

KID JENSEN 

Rock into *75 with 4S as Kid Jensen in¬ 
troduces the best in beat that 45 featured 
during the last year—top names like 
Alvin Stardust, dxkney Rebel, Sparks, 
Geordie, Ronnie Lane, Alaska, Zig Zsig 
and Sailor. 

DESIGNER DAVID BATLEY: DIRECTOR 
PETER WALKER: PRODUCER MURIEL YOUNG 
Granada Television Production 


5.50 News 


6.0 ATY Today 


6.35 Crossroads 

With the election over, Brian Jarvis’s 
plans to relax are shattered by a 
letter . . . For cast, see Tuesday, 


7.0 Six-Million Dollar Man 

Population: Zero 


A whole town dies—and an embittered 
scientist demands 10 million dollars . . . 
Steve Austin Lee Majors 

Oscar Goldman Richard Anderson 
Dr, Stanley Bacon Don Porter 

Chris Forbes Penny Fuller 


Programmes as Midland except for: 

i^^GLXA 10.0 Film—Double Trouble; 11.30 
Big Boats; 1.25 Anglia News; 2.0 Women Only; 
3.0 Bygones; 3.30 Love American Style; 4.25 
Romper Room; 4.50 Woobinda; 6.0 About 
Anglia; 6.20 Arena; 7.0 Dollar Man; 10.30 
Wish You Were Here; 11.0 Boney. 

GRANADA 9.35 Gardening; 10.0 Film— 
Scott of the Antarctic; 11.45 TTiree Stooges; 

I . 20 Chuckleheads; 3.0 Father; 3.55 Crossroads; 
4.15 Cartoon; 4.20 Tarzan; 6.0 Granada Reports; 
6.30 Here’s Lucy; 7.0 Bom Free; 10.30 Hol^ys; 

II . 0 Papers; 11.20 Department S. 

HTV 10.5 Sesame; 11.5 Funky; 11.30 Boats; 
1.20 Headlines; 1.30 Crown Ct.; 2.0 Women; 3.0 
Saint; 4.25 Tunnel; 5.20 Help; 5.25 Crossroads; 
6.1 Report West; 6.1 Report Wales; 6.30 Billy; 
7.0 Bamaby; 10.30 Chunks; 11.0 13 West St. 

HTV (Wales) as General Service except: 
1.20 Wales Headlines; 4.25 Miri Mawr; 4.35 
Miri Mwy; 4.50 Around the World; 6.1 Y Dydd; 
6.30 Sports Arena. 

LONDON 

Tarzan’s Thi 


11 

SOUTHERN 10.0 Hammy; 10.15 Film- 
Rock Around the Qock; 11.30 Big Boats, Little 
B<Mts; 1.20 News; 2.0 Houseparty; 3.0 Jason 
King; 4.25 Tunnel; 5.20 Sinbad; 5.25 Crossroads; 
6.0 Day by Day; 6.20 Partridge; 7.0 Slater’s Day; 

7.30 Dollar Man; 10.30 Dr. Blood’s Cofl&n. 

YORKSHIRE 10.55 Hammy; 11.5 Yogi; 
1.20 Calendar; 3.0 Houseparty; 3.25 Kitchen; 
4.25 Tarzan; 5.20 Geordie Scene; 6.0 Calendar: 

10.30 HoUdays. 


Today; 3.0 
6.0 T<^y; 
Papers Sayj 


10.0 Out of Town; 10.25 Film— 
« Challenges; 11.55 Fable; 1.20 
ney; 4.25 Rainbow; 4.55 Cowboy; 
).30 Wish You Were Here; 11.0 
.15 Politics. 


8.0 


New Senes 


Love Thy Neighbour 


BY VINCE POWELL 


JACK SMETHURST 
RUDOLPH WALKER 
NINA BADEN-SEMPER 
KATE WILLIAMS 

A new series of Love Thy Neighbour 
starts tonight—^with trouble. Joan’s old 
flame Reggie appears on the scene, and 
Eddie endeavours to quench the fire. 


Eddie Booth 
Bill Reynolds 
Barbie Reynolds 
Joan Booth 
Arthur 
Jocko 
Nobby 
Roy 

Reggie Truelove 
Nurse 


Jack Smethurst 
Rudolph Walker 
Nina Baden-Semper 
Kate Williams 
Tommy Godfrey 
Keith Marsh 
Paul Luty 
Oscar James 
Tim Barrett 
Caroline Bernstein 


DESIGNER DAVID RICHEKS: DIRECTOR/ 
PRODUCER ANTHONY PARKER 
Thames Television Production 


Hew Senes 


Pilger 

The first of a series of reports from the 
award-winning John Pilger. 

Bangladesh, the word which meant 
a brave new state not so very long ago, 
has been in the news too ofien during 
the past year. 

A series of national disasters has cost 
thousands of lives and the very survival 
of the country has been called into ques¬ 
tion. The grim doubt now becomes: 
Can a nation in this position survive? 

From Bangladesh John Pilger brings 
the disturbing facts. 

SOUND GREG BAILEY: CAMERAMAN MIKE 
WHITTAKER: FILM EDITOR MIKE NUNN: 
DIRECTOR/PRODUCER JOHN INGRAM 
ATV Network Production 


9.0 The Sweeney 


New Series 


JOHN THAW 
DENNIS WATERMAN 
GARFIELD MORGAN in 
Ringer 


BY TREVOR PRESTON 


The Sweeney—that was the name by 
which they were known. It was slang 
for Sweeney Todd .. . Flying Squad. 

This new scries revolves round three 
men connected with mis department. 

In today’s story an important .police 
operation is blown when Det.-Insj^ctor 
Jack Regan loses his girlfriend’s car— 
his job could be the next thing he loses. 
Det,-Insp. Regan John Thaw 


Der.-Sgt. Carter 
Det,^hief Supt, 
Haskins 
Brooker 
Kemble 
Jenny 

Commander 
Merrick 
Mrs, Martin 
Edi 

Driscoll 
Prosser 
Soldier 
Billy Martin 
*Stupid Hawes* 
Len 


Dennis Waterman 

Garfield Morgan 
Ian Hendry 
Brian Blessed 
Jill Townsend 
Colin Douglas 
Alan Lake 
June Brown 
Toni Palmer 
Ray Mort 
Angus Mackay 
Leslie Sarony 
Steve Gardner 
Colin Prockter 
Mack McKenzie 


PRODUCER TED CHILDS: DIRECTOR TERRY 
GREEN : EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS LLOYD 
SHIRLEY, GEORGE TAYLOR 


10.0 Nows at Ten 
10.30 Thursday Film 

TOM ADAMS in 

Where the Bullets Fly 

A group of British fighter planes are 
forced to shoot down one of their own 
aircraft, whose pilot has been hypnotised, 
to prevent its secrets from falling into 
enemy hands. See page 50 


Charles Vine 
Fiz 
Angel 

Mortuary attendant 
Train guard 
Minister 
Thursby 


Tom Adams 
Dawn Addams 
Michael Ripper 
Sidney James 
Wilfrid Brambell 
Joe Baker 
Ronald Leigh-Hunt 


Thames Television Production 


12.0 Closedown 


Why can^ you hear clearly? 

0 many people today have difficulty in hearing. NOT in 
hearing the sounds but in picking out the individual 
words. The first stage in overcoming this irritating problem 
is to find out why it's happening. 

NOW a leading hearing expert has pub¬ 
lished a book that gives the basic reasons 
why people don't hear clearly and examines 
the new solutions which are available. 

Thousands of people have found that 
clearer hearing can be simpler and cheaper 
than they ever imagined. 



SPECIAL OFFER 


FREE HURING DIAL 



As « TVTimes reader 
you can get this HEAR* 
ING DIAL completely 
FREE. Make sure your 
coupon arrives by Janu¬ 
ary 13th and Ingrams 
will send you this FREE 
Hearing Dial together 
with your free book. 


Send off the coupon below to: J, Neville Brown, 
F.S.H.A.A., who will gladly post you a copy of his 
book FREE without obligation. 


POST TODAY FOR FREE SPECIAL 
OFFER To: 

J. Neville Brown, F.S.H.A.A., 

c/o Ingrams Ltd., Tubshill House, London 

Rd., Sevenoaks, Kent. Tel. 0732 59191 

Please send me a copy of your book absolutely 
free of charge and without obligation PLUS 
my FREE Hearing Aid. 

NAME. 

ADDRESS. . 
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^ 3 FRIDAY 


Bollled-llie man who 
usiNdly bemuses 

W HAT could possibly bafiflc the man who has bc- 
mused millions with his amazing powers of the 
mind? Answer: A woman with faith. Kade ]^yle 
causes the incredible Kreskin to pause and ponder 
on today’s show with her revelations about faith¬ 
healing. 

Katie told me: “I was as sceptical as most people 
about faith-healing. Then several years ago I hurt 
my neck in a fall when doing a radio programme on 
judo. My neck was in a cast for weeks, I had hos¬ 
pital treatment, and was partly paralys<^. My hus¬ 
band suggested a visit to a faith healer he knew, and 
I went believing I was going to be treated by a 
quack. At first I was terribly rude to the man. 
Then he put a hand on my neck, made an abso¬ 


lutely correct diagnosis of my trouble, and I felt 
a tremendous warmth and vibration. I was instantly 
cured, as simple as that. 

“It proved lasting and I have to thank the man 
for getting me back to work. I was so impressed 
I took my two dogs to him. Tai, a Pekinese, had 
suffered a stroke and the veterinary surgeon gave 
up hope. Sugar Plum, another peke, fell out of its 
basket and suffered a slipped disc. Both dogs were 
immediately cured and lived for years.” 

Though Katie is convinced about her own case 
she has certain reservations. “I’m not suggesting 
that this person is a miracle man. Nothing is 
infaUible and there may be other ailments which 
would not be cured. But I am convinced that 
faith-healing is a power of the universe which 
has not yet been fully harnessed.” 

ALAN KENNAUGH 

# KATIE: Your problems: Page 87 



One of the glasM contains add, t!^ rest water. 
Kreskin gambles—by pouring several over his head. 


10.0 About Britain 

The Dancing Waters 

A look at two contrasting and unchang¬ 
ing communities in northern England. J 
Tyne Tees Television Production 

10.30 Woobinda 

Carrier 

Another exciting adventure from the 
Australian outback. :j: 

10.55 

And the Same to You 

BRIAN RIX 

The Vicar is forewarned that the co- 
tenant of St. Barnabas Church Hall ap¬ 
pears to be a character who needs in¬ 
vestigating (black and white). 

See film guide, page 50 
Dickie Brian Rix 

Wally Burton William Hartnell 

Horace Hawkins Tommy Cooper 

Cynthia Vera Day 

Sammy Gatt Sidney James 

P^cy Tony Wright 

Vicar Leo Franklyn 

Pomphret John Robinson 

SCREENPLAV JOHN PADDY CARSTAIRS: 
DIRECTOR GEORGE POLLOCK 

Programmes as Midland except for: 

ANGLIA 10.5 Woodpecker; 10.30 Elephant 
Boy; 10.55 Skippy; 11.20 Cartoon; 11.30 Doe’s 
Life; 1.25 Anglia News; 2.0 About Women; 3.0 
Randall & Hopkirk; 3.55 Merrie Melodies; 4.25 
Romper Room; 6.0 About Anglia; 7.0 Film— 
The Devil and Miss Sarah; 10.30 Baruu:ek. 

GRANADA 9.35 Clapperboard; 10.0 Men- 
dips; 10.25 Sesame; 11.20 Big Country; 1.20 
Dodo; 3.0 Out of Town; 3.25 Jason; 5.15 Granada 
Reports; 6.0 Report^ 6.30 Brian Keith; 7.0 
Banacek; 9.0 Kung Fu; 10.30 Kick Oflf; 11.0 
Korda Season; 12.45 Felony Squad. 

HTV 10.5 Sesame; 11.5 Osmonds; 11.30 Dog’s 
Life; 1.20 Headlines; 2.0 Women Only; 3.0 
Film—Prince of Pirates; 5.20 Orbit; 5.25 Cross¬ 
roads; 6.1 R^rt West; 6.18 Report Wales; 6.35 
Briggs; 7.5 Film—Elevator; 9.0 San Francisco; 
10.30 Countryside; 11.0 Griff. 

HTV (Wales) as General Service except: 

1.20 Wales Headlines; 4.20 Cestyll Cantamil; 6.1 
Y Dydd; 6.35 Sale Century; 11.30 Outlook. 

LONDON 10.0 Mendips; 10.25 Gourmet; 
10.50 Manfred; 11.0 Wild Wild West; 11.55 
Fable; 1.20 Today; 3.0 Film—The Couple Takes 
a Wife; 4.20 Cartoon; 4.25 Houndcats; 5.20 
Geordie Scene; 6.0 Today; 7.0 TV Movie—It 
Came From Beneath the Sea; 10.30 Police Five; 
10.40 Harty; 11.25 F ilm —Dutchman. 

SOUTHERN 10.0 Hammy; 10.15 Nobody 
Wants; 10.35 Gilbert; 11.30 Dog’s Life; 1.20 
News; 2.0 Women Only; 3.0 Film—Genesis II; 

5.20 Sinbad; 5.25 Crossroads; 6.0 Day by Day; 
6.0 Scene South East; 6.40 Out of Town; 7.10 
Rising Damp; 7.40 Film—The Train; 10.30 
R^rt; ^1^ News; ll.lO Police Story; 12.5 

YORKSHIRE 10.55 Hammy; 11.5 Tom¬ 
foolery; 11.30 Catch Kandy; 1.20 Calendar; 3.0 
Film—Operation Billshine; 4.25 Ranger; 5.20 
Father; 6.0 Calendar; 7.0 Film—Steel Town; 
11.0 Korda Greats. 


12.0 Hickory House 

Building 

BY VEDAH HAMON MOODY 
Louise builds a sand house and Hum¬ 
phrey has his own special wall. 
Today’s story is Three Little Pigs. 


2.30 Oenerol Hospital 

Mr. Parker Brown gives patient Trafford 
Irwin an ultimatum, while junior porter 
Ernie Penrose learns the secret of Cap¬ 
per’s latest business activities. 

For cast, see Thursday. 


12.15 Allsier in Songtand ® **“•"** 


ALISTER JONS 

Alister decides to try his hand at gar¬ 
dening today'— but despite the greenery 
he still manages to sing some of your 
favourite songs. 

MUSIC TONY HOOPER : GRAPHICS VAL 
EVANS : WRITERS PETER WEIL, DAVID 
WASON : DIRECTOR DAVID WARWICK : 
PRODUCER MURIEL YOUNG 
Granada Television Production 


12.30 Kreskhi 


with KEITH FORDYCE 

KATIE BOYLE PETER WYNGARDE 

Katie Boyle and debonair sleuth Jason 
King, better known as actor Peter Wyn- 
garde, join Kreskin in another surprise- 
packed programme. 

Katie puts Kreskin to the acid test with 
a dangerous form of Russian rcKilette. 
She pours out several glasses of water 
and then one with add: blindfolded 
Kreskin tempts fate by pouring them on 
his head! 

DESIGNER MALCOLM DAWSON : DIRECTOR/ 

PRODUCER LISLE WILLIS 

Tyne Tees Television Production 


1.0 First Report 


Latest news of the day from at home and 
abroad. Plus weather prospects, and the 
Financial Times share index. 

1.20 Lunebtime Hewsdesk 
1.30 Crown Court 

Ring in the New Year 

The plot thickens. Constable Rainbow 
thought he found blood on the carpet 
—but it turned out to be tomato 
ketchup. Today the jury decides whether 
Ethel Flynn was guilty of assault. 

2.0 Oood Afternoon 
Money-Go-Round 

JOAN SHENTON 
TONY BASTABLE 

Tony and Joan start off the year by 
looking into just how often the shopper 
gets vdue for money. 

DIRECTOR DAVID BELLAMY: ASSOCIATE 
PRODUCER MARY MCANALLY : EXECUTIVE 
PRODUCER DIANA POTTER 


MARK STEVENS 
FELICIA FARR in 

Timetable 

Fast-moving thriller about a big train 
robbery, well-planned and briBiantly ex¬ 
ecuted. The aftermath is as interesting 
as the robbery itself, with its sul>-plot of 
friend against friend in a battle to the 
death. Not to be missed by amateur 
criminologists. 


Called in on the case are insurance 
agent Charlie Norman, and his friend Joe 
Armstrong—the railway’s best detective. 

Joe commiserates with Charlie over 
the loss of a holiday he had planned be¬ 
fore the robbery. But Charlie has bigger 
things to worry about . . . (black and 
>^te). 

See film guide, page 50 
Charlie Norman Mark Stevens 

Linda Bruckner Felicia Farr 

Joe Armstrong King Calder 

Ruth Norman Marianne Stewart 

Frankie Jack Klugman 

Paul Bruckner Wesley Addy 

Wolfe Alan Reed 

Lt. Castro Rodolfo Hoyos Jr. 

SCREENPLAY ABEN KANDEL : DIRECTOR 
MARK STEVENS 

t indicates Repeat 


^^the said(fiiiies...ajrf^ 


A fine sandy beach just 
over the dunes... where Devon’s 
green hills roll down to 
the sea. Luxtuious caravans 
available with all mains 
. services and TV. Restaurant 
serving take-away meals; 
licensed club; self-service 
store; children’s playground; 
putting... and ma^iificent 
walks along the 
ocean’s edge. 



Find out more about this 
and other Leisure holidays 
by the sea from 

LEISURE CARAVAN PARKS LTD. 

51 - 55 Bridge Street, Hemel Hempstead 

Herts. HP1 1EQ 

Tel. Hemel Hempstead 51242 























JAN 3 


FRIDAY 


The single-iiiindeil shyness of a Don |uon 

“HAPPILY unmarried.” That’s Ronald Allen, sorts of proposals. “And they aren’t always 

marriage!” he confesses. 

Despite his Don Juan image at ±e motel, 
Allen says he’s now shy to the point of embar¬ 
rassment. He has a bachelor pad in South 
London, but he rarely takes a walk in the 
neighbourhood. Not that he doesn’t like 
women. He loves them. But he prefers to keep 
his off-screen romances private. 

A short while ago, he tried dinin g out. But 
within minutes, he’d been pursued into the 
restaurant by a handful of passers-by. His meal 
was ruined. It’s a difficult life for any tele¬ 
vision Don Juan. 


n Or so he said before playing the motel 
manager in Crossroads, T^en his “woman 
problem” began. 

For each time he takes up with a new girl on 
the programme, complaints pour in by the 
hundred, fronts admirers accusing him of 
being “unfaithful”. 

His slighted fans range from teenyboppers 
to married elderly ladies. They send letters, 
which he tries hard to answer, con tainin g all 

From teenyboppers to old ladies— 
they’re all fans of Ronald Allen, 
the Crossroads, heart-throb . . . 


4.25 Block Beauty 

WILLIAM LUCAS 
CHARLOTTE MITCHELL 
with JUDI BOWKER 
RODERICK SHAW in 
The Fugitive 

BY TED WILLIS 


Anna Sewell’s moving story of Black 
Beauty is an immortal classic. 

The story is set in the village of Five 
Oaks before the turn of the century. 
Although the series, developed by Ted 
Willis is made in the spirit of the origi¬ 
nal, several new characters areintroduc^. 

They are Dr. James Gordon, a wid¬ 
ower struggling to establish a new 
practice. Amy, his housekeeper and the 
doctors children, Vicky and Kevin. 

It is Vicky and Kevin who are in¬ 
strumental in persuading their father to 
rescue Black &auty from a cruel horse 
dealer and thus a bond of love is cemen¬ 
ted between the horse and the 
family. ^ 

Alfred 
William 
Samson Ryder 
Vicky 
Kevin 

Amy Win*hrop 
Dr. James Gordon 
Wagoner 
Mr. Ryder 
Mrs. Allingham 

MUSIC DENIS KING : DESIGNER JOHN 
BLEZARD : DIRECTOR JOHN REARDON : 
ASSOCIATE PRODUCER ANTHONY S. 

GRUNER : PRODUCER SIDNEY COLE : 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER PAUL KNIGHT 
London Weekend Television Production 


Ron Pember 
Brent Oldfield 
Paul Angelis 
Judi Bowker 
Roderick Shaw 
Charlotte Mitchell 
William Lucas 
Richardson Morgan 
Denis Carey 
Hazel Coppen 


4.50 Magpie 

Join Jenny, Doug and Mick as Magpie 
flies into its first edition of 1975. 


5.20 The Flintstones 

Flintstone and the Lion 

Fred befriends what he thinks is a kitten 
but which grows into a troublesome lion. 

5.50 News 
6.0 ATV Today 
6.35 Crossroads 

Arriving home unexpectedly, Anne 
Powell at last learns the truth about her 
husband. 

For cast, see Tuesday. 

7.0Coiioon 


7.5 Friday TV Morie 

DENNIS WEAVER in 

Female Artillery 

Renegade outlaw Deke Chambers, with 
his former gang in pursuit, runs across 
a wagon tr^ of women and children. 
They see him as a means of reaching a 
cavalry fort. 

See film guide, page 50 
Deke Chambers Dennis Weaver 

Martha Lindstrom Ida Lupino 

Sybil Totvnsend Sally Ann Howes 

Charlotte Paxton Linda Evans 


8.30 Blslng Damp 

BY ERIC CHAPPELL 

with LEONARD ROSSITER 
RICHARD BECKINSALE 
FRANCES DE LA TOUR 
DON WARRINGTON 

Rigsby’s cat, Vienna, trips up Spooner 
and confines him to the boarding house. 

But Spooner will insist on playing his 
radio day and night... 

Rigsby Leonard Rossiter 

Richard Becldnsale 
Futh Frances de la Tour 

Philip Don Warrington 

Spooner Derek Newark 

DESIGNER COLIN PIGOTT : DIRECTOR 
LEN LURCUCK 

Yorkshire Television Production 

9.0 Mr. Axelford’s Angel 

BY PETER WHITBREAD 

JULIA FOSTER 
MICHAEL BRYANT 
with LALLY BOWERS 
“I am your secreta^ . . . Was.** So says 
the outraged Pinkie to her millionaire 
recluse employer, Boris J. Axelford. “I 
am leaving because you still don’t know 
my first name. You’re totally disin¬ 
terested, No humour, no warmth.” 

So exit Pinkie . . . enter Angel. 

# Yorkshire Television’s International 
Emmy Award winning romance, which 
gave so much pleasure to millions of 
viewew throughout the country last 
June is screened again tonight. 


Angel 
Elsie 

Boris J. Axelford 
Bob 

Miss Ellis 
Pinkie 
David 
Many 

Indian waiter 
First girl 
Second girl 
DESIGNER RCX^ER 


Julia Foster 
Katy Wild 
Michael Bryant 
Robert Raglan 
Lally Bowers 
Jacqueline Stanbury 
Donald Sumpter 
Matthew Guinness 
Tariq Yunus 
Sally Ducrow 
Ruth Seglow 
ANDREWS: DIRECTOR 


J OHN FRANKAU; EXECUTIVE PR(M)UCER 
PETER WILLES 

Yorkshire Television Production 

10.0 News m Ten 


Mew Series 


10.30 
Extra Time 


Tonight the ATV Sports Team starts a 
new series to bring you an extended ver¬ 
sion of the popular Friday night sports 
preview. Gary Newbon introduces the 
programme which will bring you the 
latest sports news, pictures and views 
of the people you want to see and hear 
about in the.ATV region. Backing him 
up are Trevor East, who presents the 
sports news and Billy Wright who adds 
the experience of his playing and man¬ 
agerial days in the game. 

The new series kicks off with a special 
look at the third round of the F.A. Cup. 
DIRECTOR TIM WATSON; EXECUTIVE 
PRODUCER ANTHONY FLANAGAN 
A TV Network Production 


n.0Apiioliitmem With Fear 

BASIL RATHBONE in 

The Black Sleep 

A (fiscredited scientist, obsessed with 
finding a cure for his sick wife, carries 
out weird and gruesome experiments at 
an isolated house in the country, (black 
and white). 

See film guide, page 50 
Joel Cadman Basil Rathbone 

Odo Akim Tamiroff 

Mungo Lon Chaney Jr. 

Castmir Bela Lugosi 

Dr. Gordon Ramsay Herbert Rudley 
Laurie Kane Patricia Blake 

Forg John Carradine 

DIRECTOR REGINALD LE BORG 

12.0 Closedown 




/fP^NEW 
• REALISM 
IN HAIR 

REPUICEMENT 


THE REVOLLmONARY DavId Olley_ 

HAIR IMPLANT SYSTEM 


Now you can have new hair of a realism never possible before! With the David Ollcy 
Implant System, the hair appears to grow naturally from the scalp and can be treated 
exactly like your own hair. You can comb, wash and style it - can even swim and 
shower in it. It ^sjust like having your real hair again! 


SO NATURAL-LOOKING 

Your implanted hair is specially created for 
you. Expertly matched to your own hair, it’s 
so natural-looking you can hardly tell the 
difference. 

THE PERFECT 
ANSWER TO BALDNESS 

This amazing hair replacement was developed 
after years of research. Each hair is individ- 


WEAR IT ANYWHERE 

You can wear your new hair with complete 
confidence anywhere and everywhere. At 
work or play it stays where it belongs. 

MODEST COST 

Look years younger at a price you can afford. 
David Ollcy Implant hair costs sub¬ 
stantially less than any other system of 
similar high quality. 


ually implanted into a new, transparent TRY BEFORE YOU BUY. 
base that gives the flexibility and appearance See how you look in a hairpiece before 
of growing hair together with a clear, see- making a decision. Now you can do so 
mrough parting. _ without any obligation. 


SEND \ 

To: David OUey Hair Centre Central chambers. 

COUPON NOW^ 

40 Brazennose St., Manchester M2 5DX Tel: 06I-S34 0372/3 

for free descriptive 

Please send full details and FREE descriptive booklet without obligation. 

booklet on this 

Name 

amazing new L 

Address. 

system. m 

BLOCK CAPS PLEASE TVT 19/12 
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THArSWHATUH 
SHOULD BE ALL ABOUT 


by ROBIN BROWN 

^^We^re all more eccentric than we thinks and we should have 
the courage to let it outy^ says Dave Allen. Watch his second 
documentary Dave Allen: Eccentrics at Play, on December 30 



Once a year the people of Egremont, Cumbria, hold a face-pulling 
festival they call ‘‘guming”. Dave Allen joined some past champions 


D ave allen sits in his house in 
South London and talks of 
spending part of the previous 
night in a field. The sitting-room is 
littered with books about old English 
customs and ethnic oddities, and a 
spaniel called Alice is walking 
around wearing a Pluto mask. 

Daughter Jane’s cherry tree is 
losing its leaves in the garden, but 
with or without leaves it remains 
‘‘the most dangerous, stormy nfoim- 
tain in the world”. 

Is any part of this to do with the 
faa that for much, of the year Allen 
has been talking to the cream of 
England’s eccentrics? Dave Allen 
in Search of the Great English 
Eccentric attracted a record audience. 
Its hilarious sequel, Dave Allen: 
Eccentrics at Play^ will be screened 
on Monday, December 30. 

Allen denies any links. Fantasy is 
a natural, important part of his 
household. “Everyone has a kind of 
fantasy potential in them,” he says. 
“The eccentrics we met have liber¬ 
ated this, learned to really believe in 
it. But we all have it and it’s a pity 
we let the real world come in all the 
time and push the fantasies aside. 
When I go off for walks with the 
children they’re not walks ... we go 
oflF and fight crocodiles, we cross 
great ravines, we look for the white 
tiger. We’ve even been known to 
catch witches . . . 

“I was in a tree one day being the 
witch while the children counted to 
10. A lot of the trees on the common 
nearby are half hollow and you can 
hide in them. I waited and waited 
and eventually heard these scuflling 
feet coming towards me . . . leapt 
up and screamed like a wild witch. 
It was a little old man and his wife 
out for a walk. They nearly died on 
the spot. 

“Then—and this is what I mean 
about fantasy—I kept it up. I went 
rah! grrh! rah! The children? Oh, 
they’d found a crocodile in a puddle. 

“Actually, I suppose we do spend 
a lot of time in dreamland as a 
family. My daughter Jane has a 
cherry tree which to her is the most 
dangerous, stormy mountain in the 
world. I draw pictures in my head 
if I want to go to sleep; last night it 
was a field with an oak tree and a 
stream. I remember years ago in 
Ireland during World War Two we 
had a horse-drawn roDer with the 
shaft pointing up into the sky. Now 
we didn’t actually have a war in 
Ireland, but this was my gim and I 
shot more planes out of the sky in 
one day than anyone else could have 
done in the whole real war.” 

These are mostly dreams, but are 
they really the stuff of eccentricity ? 
In his first documentary Allen 
talked to, among others, a man who 
has spent 25 years of his life in a 


tiny box and a redundant road- 
sweeper who likes to have little 
animals performing circus tricks all 
over him. 

“They are just lovely people,” 
Allen says. “I must tell you before 
we started we made this rule ... no 
poking fun at them. No matter how 
extreme or funny, we decided I’d 
ask all my questions very seriously. 
Now I’m much less sure about the 
term ‘eccentric’ than when I started. 
Perhaps we’re too keen on labels. 
After all, what is normal? What I 
did find was a great gentleness and a 
sense of beauty among them—a 
beautiful child-like innocence.” 

He accepts that it’s easier for him 
to imderstand, perhaps to be 
eccentric than for many others. In 
our society comedians and clowns 
are probably the only completely 
accepted eccentrics. 

“I love putting on costumes—the 
more extreme the better. My 
favourite is a werewolf. I was 
Captain Hook in Peter Pan last year 
and enjoyed every minute of it. And 
I’ve got a special interest in Richard 
III, but only as Shakespeare 
pictured him, with a hump on his 
back and a long, evil face. That 
nearly got me into trouble. The 
make-up girl was building up my 
nose with gauze and fabrics and 
some kind of spirit. I kept urging 


her on . . . more, more and I was 
smoking at the time and eventually 
almost blew us up.” 

He is Irish and that helps, too. 
There aren’t many parts of the 
European continent where the Little 
People still play openly at the bottom 
of the garden. As a boy he believed 
totally in banshees . . . “to the 
degree where even now I’m not 
quite sure whether they exist or 
not.” 

But what about the rest of us? 
Allen toured the whole of England 
for the eccentrics films, finding a 
cowboy vicar in Devon, a fantasy 
railway in Kent, two Sioux Indians 
in Sussex and a whole mass of odd 
behaviour in between. 

“We’re all more eccentric than 
we think,” he suggests. “In the 
second film we look at ‘normal’ 
people who turn eccentric for just 
one occasion a year, and the two 
events are in the north, where people 
pride themselves on not being so 
‘daft’ as in the south. There’s a 
‘football match’ where the whole 
town goes wild for two days. They 
board up the shops, you can’t see the 
ball, and the ‘goalposts’ are two 
mills that I don’t think exist any 
more. And right up north, in 
Cumbria, we filmed a face-pulling 
festival—they get up on a platform 
and pull the ugliest faces they can 


make. It has to be seen to be 
believed. That has been going on 
for hundreds of years in one of 
the most notoriously ‘depressed’ 
areas in the country.” 

Perhaps that is the key. Eccentri¬ 
city is therapy when the pressures 
of life become extreme. Dave Allen 
enjojrs being a comedian but agrees 
that other people have to make their 
own escapes and this often take^ 
courage. 

“People are frightened of what 
‘normal’ people might say. But it’s 
probably true that those ‘normals’ 
don’t let their own eccentricity out 
because of what others might think 
... you see how it goes ? Eccentricity 
is hidden. You should have the 
courage to let it out. Everyone we 
met had what I can only describe as 
this tremendous norm^ty because 
they’ve found something that is 
wonderful. As soon as you start to 
talk to them you can feel a special 
kind of calm and honesty. Snowy, 
the man with the mice running 
round his hat, said: ‘They don’t 
know what life is about . . . not in 
my little old sense, anyway.’ Mr. 
and Mrs. Martin, who run a model 
railway exactly as it was in 1938, 
expressed it best of all. ‘I retired at 
60 and so far I’ve had 14 years of 
great joy and happiness. Every day 
we say tomorrow will be more 
thrilling than today, and it usually is.’ 

“How many ‘normal’ people can 
make that claim ?” asks Alien. 

He has admiration for the eccen¬ 
trics who use their imconventional 
behaviour to get a message across. 

“Ivor Cutler, whom we filmed 
doing odd things at a zoo, is simply 
trying to make people look at them¬ 
selves, to make them aware of pom¬ 
posity or how totally inward-looking 
they are. It’s all done very gently 
and without malice. You may re¬ 
member he made up a tape recording 
and hid it near one of the zoo’s own 
‘talking guide’ machines. It went 
something like, ‘This is an animal, 
it has four legs, one at each comer, 
to hold it up. When you all go home 
the animals retire to the cafeteria 
and have a slap-up feast . . . and a 
dance.’ ” Dave Allen smiled broadly, 
it was patently the kind of thing he 
would have liked to have done in 
one of his comedy shows. 

“That’s marvellously imaginative. 
He’s trying to teach people not to 
accept everything at face value; it’s 
very constructive. 

“I think we’ve all become very 
bland. We’re not looking for other 
things any more, we’re accepting 
what we’ve been told ... to get a 
car, or to get wall-to-wall carpeting; 
to live in little houses alongside 
other little houses. 

“There is a lack of individual 
thought... of the individual.” 
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%)ra\^ in the sand 
Cool off in a shimmering sea. 
Disco the night away. 
Catch a show or 
a deep sea fish. 

Play King in a castle. 

Do nothing or everything.* 

on your holiday island 
so close to home ^ a 


FREEICoioug 

holiday book 



and "Where to Stay Guide” from Mr. E. M. Bond, 
Director of Tourism, Douglas, Isle of Man. 

Name 
Address 


I A GoMen Rail Island | 


0 


BIG VALUE 

#Lots of exciting entertainments * 3 good meals 
daily with a choice of menu ♦ Comfortable, 
well furnished chalets m A wide choice 
jDf sports and games # Extra special 
value in May and June 
,♦14 fun holiday 
centres. 
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SOYOUTHItaC 

YOUKNOW 

YOURFOOTBAU? 


How well do you know your football? Brian Clough 
has prepared a 26-question Christmas quiz to test 
your knowledge over the holiday. The questions 
span a few decades, so fathers and sons will have 
to get their heads together to tackle them all 


1 . How many penalty kicks have 
been awarded in F.A. Cup Finals 
at Wembley ? 

2. Apart from Preston in the League’s 
first season, who are the only club to 
win the First Division title at the 
first attempt ? 

3. Which club lost a European Fairs 
Cup Final without losing either leg ? 

4 . Name the only country not to lose 
a match during the 1974 World Cup. 

5. Who kept goal in England’s 6-3 
defeat by Hungary in 1953 ? 

6. Which two clubs reached the F.A. 
Cup Final and were relegated in the 
same season ? 

7. Two clubs have twice won the 
Fourth Division Championship. 
Peterborough are one. Name the 
other. 

8. Which club played in two Euro¬ 
pean Cup Finsils at Wembley and 
lost both ? 

9 . Which country has taken part in 
all 10 World Cup Final Rounds ? 

10 . Who played centre-forward for 
England during his spell with an 
Italian club ? 

11 . Which club won the F.A. Cup 
and finished bottom of the Third 
Division (South) seven years later ? 

12 . Which current club has applied 
for re-election 10 times ? 

13 . Spurs were the First English 
club to win a European trophy, the 
Cup Winners’ Cup in 1963. Who 
were their opponents ? 

14 . Which goalkeeper appeared in 
the Final Rounds of five World 
Cups? 


15 . Which Irishman captained the 
Rest of Europe against Great 
Britain ? 

16 . A father and son both missed an 
F.A. Cup Final through injury. Can 
you name them ? 

17 . What is the highest aggregate of 
goals scored in an English League 
match? 

18 . Name the first British club to 
take part in a European competition. 

19 . Who are the only two players to 
have scored in more than one World 
Cup Final ? 

20 . Which club did Sir Alf Ramsey 
play for when he won his first 
England cap ? 

21 . Which club reached two succes¬ 
sive F.A. Cup Finals after being 
drawn away in every tie in both 
seasons? 

22 . Who appeared in the 1967 
European Cup Final after being a 
member of the British football team 
for the 1948 Olympic Games ? 

23 . Who captained the victorious 
Brazilian team in the 1970 World 
Cup? 

24 . Bobby Charlton scored 49 goals 
for England in full internationals. 
How many did brother Jack score ? 

25 . Wolves won the Football League 
Cup last season, beating Manchester 
City, thanks to an heroic perform¬ 
ance by their goalkeeper. Can you 
name himT? 

26 . Which player scored three goals 
in the final of a European compet¬ 
ition and finished on the losing side ? 


ANSWERS 1. Four penalties, all 
scored. Mutch (Preston) v. Hud¬ 
dersfield, 1938, Shimwell (Black¬ 
pool) V. Manchester United, 1948, 
Allen (West Brom.) v. Preston, 
1954, Blanchflower (Spurs) v. 
Burnley, 1962; 2. Ipswich, 1961-2; 

3. Juventus, 1971. They drew 2-2 
at home to Leeds, then 1-1 away, 
but lost on the away goals rule; 

4. Scotland; 5. Gil Merrick 
(Birmingham); 6. Manchester 
City, 1926, Leicester, 1969; 7. Don¬ 
caster Rovers, 1965-66 and 1968-9; 
8. Benfica . . . 2-1 to A.C. Milan 
(1963): 4-1 to Manchester United 
(1968); 9. Brazil; 10. Gerry Hitch¬ 
ens (Inter-Milan) during the 
World Cup of 1962; 11. Cardiff 
City. Cup winners, 1927. Applied 
for re-election 1934; 12. Hartle¬ 


pool; 13. Atletico Madrid. Spurs 
won 5-1 in Rotterdam; 14. An¬ 
tonio Carbajal of Mexico, played 
in 1950, 1954, 1958, 1962 and 1966 
World Cups; 15. Johnny Carey in 
1947 at Hampden Park, Glasgow; 

16. Jimmy Milne (Preston) 1938, 
Gordon Milne (Liverpool) 1965; 

17. Tranmere 13, Oldham 4, played 
Boxing Day, 1935; 18 Hibernian in 
the 1955-6 season; 19. Pele (Brazil), 
1958 and 1970, and Vava (Brazil), 
1958 and 1962; 20. Southampton. 
Ramsey made his debut against 
Switzerland in 1949; 21. Arsenal in 
1971 and 1972; 22. Ronnie Simpson 
of Celtic; 23. Carlos Alberto; 
24. 6; 25. Gary Pierce; 26. Ferenc 
Puskas in Real Madrid’s 5-3 
defeat by Benfica. 1962. 


SCORE RATING: 20-26 Apply for the nearest vacant manager’s job at 
once. 15-20 Solid performance. But you need more target practice. 10-15 
.You’re in the reserves next week. 0-10 Sorry, you’re on a free transfer. . 
































W fHEN my family stand up at 
the dinner table on Christ¬ 
mas Day and solemnly pro¬ 
nounce the toast “to absent friends”, 
they’re talking about me. I usually 
take Christmas Day off round about 
Easter. Until now. 

“This year it’s going to be different 
Eddie-boy,” said Ginetta, my Italian 
mother-in-law, in her halting English. 
“You’re coming to us for Christmas, 
or I take my daughter back.” 

Having l^en married a mere six 
months. I’m not keen on calling her 
bluff. But I’ll have to leave on Boxing 
Day to start my pantomime season 
and I’ve got my children’s hospital 
visits to do, too. But while I’m away 
they will, at least be able to watch me 
on Ckipperfields* Christmas Circus 
on Thursday, because I’m the ring¬ 
master again. 

I’ll be introducing The Mohawks, a 
thundering barel^ck tiding act, 
followed by Yuri and Tanya climbing 
the highest unsupported ladder in the 
world—and then juggling on it. Then 
comes Dick Chipperfield and his 
tigers. We’ve got poodles, elephants, 
dancing horses, trapeze artistes, and 
among them ail, Jacko Fossett and 
Little Billy—two master clowns, 
out to fracture my shaky dignity. 

Jacko and Little Billy have ordered 
several gallons of paint and white¬ 
wash, and yards of wallpaper, so I 
suppose they intend doing some de- 
corating—probably on each other. 
And when they’re thoroughly soaked 
and discoloured, they will be looking 
around for someone else to decorate. 
I’ll get Chiara to pack me some extra 
socks and trousers. 

Unfortunately Jacko never misses 
with a bucket of whitewash. He has 
perfected his aim in over 30 years in 
the clowning business. 

“K I wanted to remm fire by pro¬ 
jecting a few coats of emulsion back 
at you, how would I learn to do 
it?” I asked Jacko. “Is there 
any set way that I, or anyone, 
could become a circus clown?” 

“I’ve been asked that count¬ 
less times,” he said, stirring 
a vat of whitewash that 
seemed to have “Stewpot” 


written all over it. “My 
advice is to join a small 
circus, where you’ll be given 
experience in everything 
from tightro|>e walking and 
juggling to selling ice-cream. 

Then, if you prove that you 
have the talent to make 
people laugh, you mi^t get 
a crack at becoming a 
professional.” 

Having gallons of goo tipped down 
your trousers can be a remunerative 
profession, too—maybe it’s how the 
expression “filthy rich” came about 
Some clowns in the big Continental 
circuses can earn around £1,000 a 
week. 

Entering the profession is hard 
enough, but putting on the make-up 
when i^s as elaborate as Jacko’s is a 
different kettle of grease-paint. After 
all his experience, it still takes him up 
to an hour to get his “face” on. 

“I’ve created a look of misery, be¬ 
cause Little Billy is the underdog and 
has to beat me at everything or the 
kids wouldn’t like it,” he said. 
“There’s no truth in the story that 
clowns can copyright their make-up, 
but it’s an unwritten law that you 
never use anyone else’s look.” 

Circus is far more popular on the 
Continent than here. Jacko thinks it 
is because youngsters watch more 
television in Britain. “I’m sure this 


makes our children more 
sophisticated and de mandin g 
than the children across the 
Channel,” he said. “So every 
one of our routines is re¬ 
hearsed many times. Then, 
over the years, you keep 
polishing until you develop 
a catalogue of acts that keep 
them falling about from start 
to finish. You daren’t let the 
pace drop for a second or you’ll lose 
your audience’s attention. The secret 
is to string a lot of jokes together in a 
story.” 

Jacko summed up in one word the 
secret behind so many of his biggest 
laughs. 

“Anticipation,” he said. “When you 
‘telegraph’ to the audience what’s 
going to happen, they are with you 
every second of the way, and when 
the worst actually occurs, the 
laughter’s like an explosion of mirth— 
and relief. Do me a favour, Stewpot, 
just take this bucket over to Little 
Billy. And don’t fall over . . .” 

Several hours later, after a thorough 
rub-down with paint remover, I 
rushed off to my next appointment. It 
was with one of the behind-the-scenes 
personalities who keep the British 
Christmas traditions alive. Pantomime 
writer John Morley. 

He has written Mother Goose for 
this year’s Richmond Theatre panto 


AUTHIS 

CUMWNING 

AROUMDISA 

SERIOUS 

BUSINESS 


season, in which I’m playing Billy 
Goose, with Terry Scott and Joyce 
Blair. 

“Take Mother Goose/* Morley told 
me. “She was a real person, the 
mother of Charlemagne, Emperor of 
the Franks and the Romans in the 
9th century. She was dearly loved by 
the people, like our Queen Mother, 
but she had appallingly fiat feet 
which made her waddle like a goose. 

“As for the Sleeping Beauty, that 
was actually based on the Black 
Death, the horrifying plague which 
swept Europe in the Middle Ages. 

“The Cinderella we all love is only 
one of 200 versions of good triumph¬ 
ing over evil in the person of a 
charming girl and two ugly sisters. 
But her glass slipper wasn’t glass at 
all. 

“The mistake arose when the story 
was translated from French and the 
word ‘verre’, which means glass, was 
accidentally substituted for ffeure’, 
which means fur. They were actually 
furry slippers. Not quite so romantic 
though, is it?” 

Some of my most enjoyable 
moments in pantomime are those 
battles with the audience. The “oh, 
yes I am” ... “oh, no you’re not” ... 
tussles. According to Morley, the same 
words have been bouncing across 
the footlights for hundreds of years. 

On sale now are three annuals from 


Look-in, the Junior TVIlmes. The 

Look-in Television Annual with pic¬ 

ture stories and features; the fact- 
filled Look-in How An- 

nual; and the Look-in 

TV Comedy Annual. 

Prom all good netoS’ 

agents and book¬ 






shops; only 85p each. 


Stewpot suspects he is in for a 
spot of whitewashing in Chipper- 
fields* Christmas Circus on Thursday 
from Jacko (left) and Little Billy. 






























FAVOURITE fairy tales take on a larger-than-life reality as 
the pantomime season begins just before Christmas. 
And transforming Cinderella^ Jack and the Beanstalk, 
The Sleeping Beauty and GolMocks and the Three Bears 
into musical comedies for all ages are dozens of TV 
personalities. They include Dora Bryan, Dickie Hen¬ 
derson, Dick Emery, Dana, Norman Vaughan, Freddie 
Garrity and comedians Litde and Large. Although 
Boxing Day is the traditional time for taking children to 
see these extravaganzas, peeping through the curtains 
NOW can add to the excitement. Come with me and 
we’ll creep into Dame Durden’s kitchen in Jack and the 
Beanstalk and watch her making Jack’s bean feast. 
We’ll steal up on The Sleeping Beauty and see that a 
Princess will only eat the fairy-like Pink Clouds. Baby 
Bear fled when he heard us, but left his Crumble for us 
to taste. And Buttons keeps his baked potatoes hot in 
the ashes of Cinderella’s hearth. 

KATHIE WEBBER 


KATHIE 
In the Kitchen 


Dora 
Bryan as 
Dame Durden 



of After Shave, Cologne, Anti-Perspirant, Soap-on-a-Rope, and Gift Sets Exclusive to Boots Department stores. 


Give a man Espada 
and he’ll never wear 
anything else. 
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JACKS 
BEAN FEAST 


{enough for six) 

8oz. packet frozen shortcrust pastry 
11b. pork sausages 
1 large onion 
ioz. lard 

7ioz. tin baked beans 
g 8oz. tin tomatoes 

i level teaspoon mustard powder 
salt and pepper 

Allow the pastry to thaw for at least 
one hour at room temperature. 

Cut each sausage into four pieces. 
Skin and thinly slice the onion. 
Melt lard in a large frying pan 
and fry the sausages and onion for 
15min. or until cooked. Arrange in 
a 2-pint pie dish. Add the baked 
beans, tomatoes and their juice, 
mustard powder, salt and pepper. 
Roll the pastry on a lightly-floured 
board, slightly larger than the pie 
dish. Cut off a Jin. wide strip of 
pastry long enough to press round 
edge of dish. Moisten pastry strip 
and cover pie with rest of pastry. 
Trim edges of pastry. Decorate 
with trimmings if liked. 

Bake for 15min. in centre of oven, 
pre-heated to 400 deg. F., or 
Mark 6. Then reduce heat to 
350 deg. F., or Mark 4, and 
continue cooking for a further 
10-15min., or until golden brown. 


WHERE TO SEE THE PANTO STARS 
AT CHRISTMAS 

Dora Bryan is in Jack and the Beanstalk 
at the Hippodrome Theatre^ Bristol. 

Dickie Henderson is Buttons in Cinderella 
at the Pavilion Theatrej Bournemouth. 

Dick Emery plays o poor circus owner in 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
at the Wimbledon Theatre, London. 

Dana is The Sleepily Beauty at 
the Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton. 


BUTTONS’ 

BAKED 

POTATOES 

{enough for four) 

4 large potatoes 
4oz. Cheddar cheese 
loz. butter 
2 tablespoons milk 
salt and pepper 
4 rashers streaky bacon 

Scrub the potatoes. Bake for 1-1J 
hours, until soft, in top of oven, 
pre-heated to 375 deg. F., or Mark 
5. Meanwhile, grate the cheese and 
mix in a basin with the butter, 
milk, salt and pepper. When the 
potatoes are cooked, cut off the 
tops, scoop out the centres and 
beat together with the cheese 
mixture until smooth. Pile mixture 
back into the potato skins. Cut off 
the bacon rinds and chop the 
rashers into very small pieces. 
Sprinkle on top of potatoes. Place 
under a fairly hot grill for about 
5min. until bacon is crisp. 


k 

LEERNG 
BEAUTYS RNK 
CLOUDS 

{enough for four to six) 

i packet raspberry jelly 
i pint boiling water 
3 large egg whites 
silver balls 

Divide jelly into cubes, add boiling 
water and stir well to dissolve. 

Add 4 tablespoons cold water. 
Leave to cool. Whisk egg whites 
until stiff. When the jelly is just 
beginning to set, fold in the egg 
whites. Spoon into serving dishes 
and chill. Decorate with silver 
balls and serve in glasses. 


Glass from the Continental Glass Shop Ltd. 
Euston Road, London N.W.l. 


BABY BEARS 
CRUMBLE 

{enough for six) 

lilb. cooking apples 
2oz. glace cherries 
2 cloves 

2 level tablespoons honey 
3oz. porridge oats 
3oz. plain flour 
3oz. butter 
2oz. caster sugar 

Peel, core and thinly slice the 
apples. Place them in a heatproof 
dish. Chop the cherries and scatter 
on top. Add the cloves and honey. 
Put the oats and flour in a bowl 
and rub in the butter until the 
mixture looks like fine crumbs. 

Stir in the sugar. Sprinkle the 
mixture on top of the prepared fruit. 
Bake for 30min., or until golden 
brown, in centre of oven, pre¬ 
heated to 375 deg. F., or Mark 5. 
Serve with custard or cream. 
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Adventu 

(Merkmd In 65 countries 
across 5 continents 

OVERLAND • AIR/TREKS •SEA^ENTURES 



Penn's World is unique. Join a sniall band of young 
International travellers, seeking real experiences in real 
places. Mixing with other peoples, customs, sights and 
sounds. Whether you choose a 2-week ^r/Trek to 
Morocco or Persia, or a 2-month 
Overland adventure to Katmandu or 
Nairobi,you'll love the freedom, fun 
and informal life-style (camping/hotels), ^ 
participating in the best and most 
exciting holidays in the world. All 
backed by Penn's 18 years'experience. 

Choose from 34 dHferent tours, covering 
65 countries across 5 continents: Turkey, 

Morocco, Greece, Iceland, Persia, Sahara, 

Afghanistan, Sardinia, Cor^, Russia, 

Scandinavia, Africa, India, Asia, South & Central America etc.; plus our own yacht cruising the Med. 

FREE RLM SHOWS See our new Adventure to Katmandu' film, shown every Monday night at I 

6.30 p.m. Other film evenings feature'Trans-Africa'and'South America!For details and S 

reservations phone 01-589 0016. For your copy of our 64 page full colour brochure, ask your I 
travel agent, phone or clip out coupon and send to: Penn, 122 Knightsbridge,London SWIX 7PG. g 

Name and address I 


TVTOl 


ennif/orlditJ 




Family 
holidays 
from May 
until late 
September 


Accommodation with private shower/bath 
and toilet... three good meals a day served at 
single sittings... heated swimming pool... 
ballroom ... licensed bar... entertainments... fun 
and games specially organised for the youngsters 
... baby listening service ... and a wonderful choice 
of indoor and outdoor sports. 


torbou 
dinlet 
__hotel 


T he world’s greatest argument 
for being 64 arrives at HTV’s 
Bristol studios dead on time at 
8.15a.m. with a freshly-minted 
anecdote that will improve, with 
telling, throughout the day. 

“Some damned pigeon woke me up 
at five this morning, hooting outside 
my bedroom window,” says David 
Niven, trying hard to look cross. “And 
not content with waking me—I 
couldn’t put the ear-plugs in in case 
I missed the alarm clock, so I just lay 
in bed furious—the blasted bird eats 
my breakfast...” 

In the course of the morning the 
story will come together. Right now 
we are on our way to Niven’s dressing- 
room, and as we climb the stairs he is 
Rowing himself a little modest pride 
in his professionalism and punctuality. 

“I still haven’t broken my record. 
In 40 years I have never been late. I 
always think that they pay me enough 
—so the least I can do is to arrive 
sober, be on time and know all the 
jokes.” 

Jokes is what Niven always calls 
The Part; jokes is so often what it 
turns out to be. 

“How are you, by the way?” he asks. 
The last time we met was at his sump¬ 
tuous home in CapFerrat in the South 
of France. But during the 10 days he 
is working on The Canterville Ghost, 
Niven is staying in a quiet hotel in 
Bath, Somerset, where they have given 
him the room with the four-poster 
bed. Where else would a “ghost”, who 
has just played a whacky version of 
Count Dracula in the film Vampira, 
expect to lay his head? 

But Niven’s country hotel 
cannot cope with breakfast early 
enough for Niven to make the studio 
by 8.15a.m. 

“Last thing at night,” he explains, 
“they give me a tray with bread, 
butter and honey and I put the butter 
outside my window to keep cool. This 
morning, at five, this wretched bird...” 

“Didn’t it leave a card or a *thank 
you’ note?” asks the director, Walter 
Miller, who by now is being treated 
to the tale of the vanishing butter. 

“Not a word,” says Niven who 
knows how to build incidents into 
sagas. 

Miller had just put his head round 
the dressing-room door as Niven uil- 
self-consciously pulled off his elegant 
tan-coloured trousers and pulled on 
a pair of black tights, the lower half 
cff his Canterville Ghost costume. 

“I look like an executioner,” says 
Niven, glancing at his well-tanned 
chest in a mirror. “First thing I’ll do 
is execute that damned pigeon., 

He looks like the prize-winner in a 
relaxation class. “I have no words to 
say today—just ghostly gibberings and 
groans,” he volunteers with much 
pleasure. “The poor old ghost is great 
fun. He loves dressing-up in all sorts 
of disguises. He doesn’t love being a 
ghost, of course—^he’d much rather go 
to sleep—but he’s a terrific ham. Oh, 
good Lord, yes, I identify with that. 

I overdo it like mad. I still love 
dressing-up. Actors are children, even 
though they do all take themselves so 
seriously. But it’s nonsense, let’s face 
it. They ^t up in the morning and 
show off in front of the grown-ups.” 

Time for make-up — and a fresh 
audience for Niven’s pigeon. 

“You’re looking good diis morning,” 
he tells make-up artist Christine 
Penwarden. She has already told me 
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that Niven is patient and—oh, yes— 
very charming. “You can really see 
why women have liked him so much 
for all these years,” she declares. 

But to Niven she says: “I put my 
niake-up on properly this morning, 
just for you.” His smile of pleasure 
turns into a wince, however, when she 
applies the gum that will fix the beard 
to his face. 

“Having just shaved,” he says 
through clenched teeth, “all the pores 
are open and it really is torture. You 
want me to close my eyes? They may 
never open again if I shut them... 

“. . . I must say,” says Niven, his 
eyes open wide, “I really am enjoying 
this. Terrific fun.” 

Christine cups her hands around 
his face until the beard sticks. “I 
think I’m going to get the bird from 
my v^e, Hjordis,” he says. “I have 
a feeling she called up last night from 
our home in Switzerland and I think 
she got the message that I was not to 
be disturbed because I was watching 
football on the television. And talking 
of getting the bird ...” 

It is Oiristine’s turn to hear it and 
any minute it will be producer 
Timothy Burrill’s. He leads into it 
easily by arriving with the thought 
that perhaps a little too much wine 
had been taken the night before. 

“I don’t think that white was too 
gcxxi,” says Niven, searching around 
his palate in case the taste might still 
be recaptured. “I must say I woke up 
bright-eyed but far from bushy-tailed 
at about five this morning with a 
damned pigeon, sitting outside my 
window...” 

Note how the relationship with the 
pigeon has been developed. 

Down on the studio floor there is a 
moment of drama. The real thing. 
Niven asks Christine Penwarden to 
^ve him an extra application of drops 
in his eyes to bring on the appearance 
of crying. The first lot hasn’t done the 
trick. “Must shed a tear for the poor 


40 years I have 
never been late. They 
pay me enough—so the 
least I can do is to 
arrive sober, be on tim e 
and know all the jokes^ 


old ghost,” he says. And within 
seconds he cannot see a thing. His 
eyes have swollen and he has to be 
led from the studio. 

It reminds me of another story that 
Niven tells so well, when he was 
caught in a similar situation when 
filming the classic Wuthering Heights, 
(in which Flora Robscm, Niven’s co- 
star on New Year’s Eve, also appeared). 
On that occasion the drops resulted 
in him weeping green tears over the 
counterpane during a death-bed scene. 

Today’s situation, however, has a 
happier conclusion. He later returns, 
plainly fighting fit again. A still 
anxious Christine hovers by his side. 
“Not your fault at all,” he tells her. 
“I asked you to put in more stuff. My 
fault entirely.” 

Everyone, particularly the men who 
represent the money, teth American 


















DAVID 
NIVEN 
GETS THE 
CHRISTMAS 



Niven is made up by 
Christine Penwarden for 
The Cafiterville Ghost 




by STEWART KNOWLES 


David Niven, who narrates 
the documentary, Gorilla^ on 
the Monday of Christmas 
week, and plays The 
Canterville Ghost on New Year’s 
Eve, may not be dining on 
turkey this holiday. You see, 
he has this problem about a 
bird ... But let him explain. 
He tells the story so well 


and British, that is going into this 
co-production — breathes again. The 
photographers, who come from places 
as far apart as Guildford in Surrey 
and Los Angeles in California peer 
through their lenses. 

Niven sails through the sequence, 
making it look just like the child’s 
play he honestly seems to think it is. 
“Fascinating,” he says, with no trace 
of irony, after the seventh take has 
failed accurately to line-up his ghostly 
image with the action ta^g place in 
the main studio. 

“I’ve never used this chroma-key 
superimposition before. Technically I 
don’t know what I’m doing but I 
have utter faith in everyone here. 
They are so completely in control. 
You can tell in five yards if a man 
can drive. It’s the same with a direc¬ 
tor. I know at once if I’m stuck 
with some crumb who’s going to pick 
my brains.” 

Back in his dressing-room he puts 
his feet up and talks about ghosts. 

“I’m a Scot. We’re pretty fey; we 
hear little voices and things — and 
I believe they exist, certainly. 

“I’ve never acuity seen anything, 
though several times I’ve been aware 
of atmospheres. My mother swore 
that when she was in a lovely old 
house near Amersham, Buckingham- 
stoe, she came out of her room at 
night and someone was playing the 
spinet... 

“I think things are happening. I 
cannot believe that once we disappear 
from this place, leave these dreadful 
bodies belund, that the intelligence 
of people like Marconi just dissipates 
and disappears. It must go some¬ 
where, musm’t it?” 

Sound seemed, for a second, to be 
conwg out of the walls until we 
realised it was the public address 
system booming through the loud¬ 
speaker in the corridor outside his 
dressing-room. 

En route to the studio, James 
Whitmore and Audra Lindley, the 
American couple who are married in 
red life, and who play Mr. and Mrs. 
Otis in the play, ask Niven if he can 
recommend some nearby place worth 
a visit. 

He suggests Stourhead House, the 
Wiltshire stately home with magnifi¬ 
cent gardens, now owned by the 
National Trust, where for a time 
during World War Two Niven, as a 
soldier, was stationed. 

“There was a marvellous game- 
keeper who used to take me out and 
help me shoot a pheasant for the pot,” 
says Niven. 

“And there was another man, a 
great poacher, who taught me how to 
smoke pheasants out of a tree 
at night” 

And once again — talking of birds 
— that pigeon flew again for the 
Whitmores. 

“The difficulty,” says Niven, having 
got through the bit about the hooting, 
“is that with no night porter I have 
to make sure I wake up. I have my 
alarm clock, but just in case I sleep 
through it I think I’ll ask the taxi 
driver to come round to my window 
^d make sure I’m awake — that is 
if the pigeon hasn’t already done it. 

“I’m going to take care of that bird 
tomorrow morning,” he promises. 

But should any animal lover have 
a lingering doubt, I do believe the 
man was joking. 












DO YOU KNOW YOUR DISNEY? 




You may well smile. 

Every sip has been matured for 3 years 
in oak vats. 

Every drop has been prepared from 
a 170 year old family recipe including 
ginger roots, cowslips, elder flowers, 
cloves, cinnamon, orange peel, lemon 
peel, raisins and sugar. 

So isn’t it only natural to show 
your appreciation? 

Crabbier 
Old Scottish 
Green Qnger 
Vlimhas 
been keeping 
people 

goodnatured 
sincelSQL 
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THE nuiinr in 

...AND THERE’S A PRIZE FOE 


IMAGINE IT .. . you and your family 
as guests of honour at Ae magical 
Walt Disney World in Florida and 
then relaxing at a grand hotel in 
sunny Miami with 500 dollars to 
spend. 

An impossible dream? No — it’s 
the wonderful first prize in our free 
Christmas Competition. For the 
runners-up, there are six Instamatic 
cameras, and 50 family tickets to see 
the latest Walt Disney Productions 
film. The Island at the Top of the 
Worlds at your local cinema. 

And to everyone who enters, we 
will send a voucher, compliments of 
TVTimes Film Service, which you 
can exchange for photographic flash 
bulbs or cubes worth up to £1. 

Below there are eight photographs 
from famous Disney films. Now, 
gather the family round, put on your 
diinking caps and see if you can pick 
the correa answer to the question 
under each photograph. For instance, 
if you think the answer to question 
1 is “A”, write the letter “A” in 
the appropriate box in the entry 
coupon on the right. 

^^en you have made your selec¬ 
tions, tell us, in not more than 20 
words, which Walt Disney film your 
family has enjoyed most, and why. 

Then write in your name and 
address twice and post the coupon 
to TVTimes/Disney Film Contest, 
P.O. Box 40, Kettering, Northants., 
to arrive not later than Monday, 
January 6, 1975. 




See The Island at the Top of 
theWorld —superb entertainment 1 

from Walt Disney Productions. t 
Full of colour and excitement, | 
the film tells of the discovery ! | 
oi a lost race of Vikings ... 

THESE ARE YOUR 

An eight-day family holiday for 
four—two adults and two children 
up to 12 years old—at Walt 
Disney World and Miami, Florida, 
with 500 dollars spending money. 



1. What was the name of this famous 
Disney whale? Was it >4) Monstro. 
B) Moby Dick. C) WiUie. D) Jonah? 



5. Geppetto, the woodcarver in 
Pinocchio, had a cat and a fish. Were 
they A) Lucifer and Cleo. B) Fi^ro 
and Goldie. C) Figaro and Cleo. 
D) Lucifer and Goldie? 


2. Which noted silent film star made 
a come-back in Disney’s Ths Moon- 
Spinnersf Was it A) Pola Negri. 
B) Nita Naldi. C) Theda Bara. 
D) Gloria Swanson? 



6. A happy family scene typical of 
Disney live-action films. Is it from 
A) Pollyanna. B) Summer Magic, C) 
Old Yeller D) Bom to Sing^ 
















rou COULD WIN 


EAT OF A UFEIIME^ 


VERYKmr IN OUR FREE COMPETITION 


The holiday your family could win: 
Four comfortable seats cm one of 
the famous “Fly Me” DC-lO’s of 
National Airlines from London’s 
Heathrow Airport to Miami. 

After arrivd in Miami you trans¬ 
fer to another flight for the 30 
minute journey to Orlando, Florida, 
and Walt Disney World. 

Your home for the next four 
nights will be in air-conditioned com¬ 
fort at the Royal Inn, Lake Buena 
Vista, in twin-bedded rcmms, each 
with private bathrcmm. During this 
time you will be V.I.P. guests of the 
Walt Disney World’s “Magic King¬ 
dom” and can take part in many of 
the attracticms. There will also be 
opportunities to see something of 
Florida, including the famous 
C 3 ^ress Gardens and the Kennedy 
Space Center. 

On the fifth day, a flight back to 
Miami to spend the remainder of 
your eight-day holiday at the mag¬ 
nificent Carillon Hotel, pictured 
right. Situated on the beach with 
the benefits of sunshine, salt-water 
swimming-pool and children’s pool, 
the hotel boasts entertainment 
ranging from Parisian cabaret to 
Western hoedowns. 

This holiday has been specially 
seleaed from the current National 
Airlines Tour programme to Florida. 
All arrangements by Tourist Facili¬ 
ties Ltd., of London, in asscKiation 
with Walt Disney Travel Co., 
representing Disney World, Florida. 


^ Runners-up prizes of six Kodak 
100 Instamadc cameras each worth 
£11.75 and 50 family’ tickets for 
two adults and two c^dren to see 
The Island at the Top of the World, 


^ Every competitor will receive 
a voucher for free flash bulbs 
or cubes if it is sent to TVTimes 
Film Service together with a 
colour film for processing. 


Fire engine ride and Cinderella’s 
Castle at Walt Disney World . . . 


The Carillon: your Miami hotel 




3. What was the name of the snake in 
Disnejr’s new cartoon version of 
Robin Hood? Was it A) Ssssnake. B) 
Kaa. C) Cedric. D) Sir Hiss? 



7. Wliat was the name of the pirate 
seen above in Peter Pan? Was it 
A) Specs. B) Captain Flint. C) Ben 
Gunn. D) Smee? 



4. Wliat kind of animal is Goofy? 
Is he A) a dog. B) a horse. C) a man. 
D) no particular animal? 



8. Name the ginger cat in this scene 
from a 1964 Disney film. Is it A) 
Rhubarb. B) Orlando. C) Syn-Cat. 
D)Thomasina? 

All pictures O Disney Productions 


RULES: Comjpetition open 
to anyone resident in the 
UJC., except employees and 
their families of Independent 
Television Publications Ltd., 
and other companies directly 
associated with this com¬ 
petition. Entries in bail-point 
pen on the entry coupon: 
one entry per person. No 
correspondence can be 
entered into and no entry 
returned. No cash substitute 
for prize. The decision of 
the ^itor of TVTimes is 
final. Entry implies accep¬ 
tance of these rules. 

FREE FLASH: Every 
competitor can collect 
one of these flash packs 
free. The packs are 
worth from 65p to £1. 
They include makes 
fitting most cameras 
— ^ee Magicubes 
OXC 4; three Flash- 
cubes OFC 4; 10 

AG 3 B 


r 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


To: TVTiWf/Disney Film Contest, 

P.O. Box 40, Kettering, Northants. 

lO zQ sQ 4O 

sQ »n vQ sQ 

The Walt Disney film we enjoyed most was: 


Because: 


(not more than 20 words) 

Complete name and address twice in block capitals: 

Name- 

Address- 
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The ^everlasting*’ Christmas tree; overcoming loneliness for the holiday season; what to buy your 
husband or boyfriend. These are some of the Christmas problems KATIE BOYLE answers. 
Write to Dear Katie, TVTimeSy 247 Tottenham Court Road, London WIP OAU. You may get a £5 bonus 



1 am divorced with three 
children. 1 haven’t anyone 
close to me whom I see often 
and I get very lonely. I was 
thinking of inviting a pen¬ 
sioner to Christmas dinner, 
perhaps someone from an old 
people’s home. It will make it 
less lonely for me and it 
could please someone who, 
like me, has no relatives. To 
whom should I write or 
phone? I’d be grateful as well 
if you could suggest a gift I 
might give them. Nothing too 
expensive as being alone with 
the children means I don’t 
often have much spare cash. 
It will bring me pleasure to 
make someone happy, I know. 

Mrs. Marie Atkinson 
Bradford, Yorks. 

Your local vicar or Catholic priest 
will certainly know a number of 
old folk who would be pleased to 
accept your invitation. If you 
contact Mr. Scott at your 
Council of Social Services, la 
Upper Piccadilly, Bradford 1. 
(Bradford 24872), he will put you 
in touch with someone, as will 
Mr. Taylor at the Association for 
the Elderly, which is in the same 
building. Both know of old 
people living alone in the area, 
and the Director of Social 
Services, 6th floor. Provincial 
House, Tyrrel Street, Bradford 1, 
will be able to pur you in touch 
with an old people’s home. 
Senior citizens usually enjoy 
nibbling, so a pretty tin with 
assorted sweet or savoury biscuits 


should be welcome to your guest. 
I believe in giving things in 
containers which last so they can 
be used afterwards for odds and 
ends. By lessening your own 
loneliness and helping someone 
I’m sure you will make your 
Christmas Appier. 


I remember you once gave 
some marvellous tips which I 
lost. Can you please repeat 
the tip about extracting whole 
Brazil nut kernels. 

Myrtle Owen 
Cardiff. 

To get those tasty Brazil nuts 
out of their shells whole, put 
them into a saucepan of cold 
water and bring them to the 
boil. Then plunge them into 
cold water for a minute or two. 
Take them out and leave them 
to dry. Then when you crack 
them the nuts will fall out all in 
one piece. Other tips which may 
be useful at a Christmas party: 
should a glass of port or spirits be 
spilt on the carpet, rub over the 
disaster area at once with a chunk 
or two of ice; to snuff out a 
candle, hold your finger near the 
flame and blow it out across 
your finger—no wax will spray. 


I find it a problem thinking 
of what to buy men at Christ¬ 
mas and on birthdays. There 
is a wide selection of gifts to 
buy for women but not for 
men. At one time Fd buy 
cigarettes, but now would 
rather discourage people from 


smoking. Could you suggest 
inexpensive gifts for men? 

N. K. Lune 
Chasetown, Staffs. 



A man needn’t present such a 
problem. If he likes food, a stroll 
round a delicatessen will give you 
lots of ideas—perhaps a small jar 
of cheese, Stilton, Blue, Cheshire, 
a tin of pat6 with a truffle in the 
middle (I don’t mean pat6 de foie 
gras which costs the earth and 
has caused a lot of suffering to 
geese). For a desk worker, how 
about a paperweight, a pen and 
pencil jar, a paper-clip box, a 
“don’t forget” pad or a plastic 
letter rack ? A book marker 
would please an avid reader. A 
small folding magnifying glass 
for map reading, an extra key ring 
with an outsize initial is always 
useful, or one of the many in¬ 
expensive gadgets for someone 
who’s mad about cars or motor 
bikes. Lots of men don’t consider 
after-shave lotion dssy any more, 
but do steer clear of handker¬ 
chiefs—they are unimag inative 


and are supposed to bring tears 
with them. 


We have fust replanted our 
Christmas tree from the 
garden to a tub in the house 
for the 18th time. Originally 
it was about 2ft. high, but this 
year the fairy almost touches 
the ceiling. It has looked a bit 
bedraggled during its months 
in the garden as most of the 
greenery was near the top, 
but once installed in our sit¬ 
ting-room it “bloomed” and 
we felt it was really Christ¬ 
mas. Our tree has been a 
source of much joy. If we 
move we will take it with us, 
even if it’s too big to bring in 
the house, because we want 
our great-grandchildren to 
see our very special Christ¬ 
mas tree. 

2Virs. J. L. Tokely 

Eastcote, Middx. 

Forestry Commission experts are 
astounded that your tree, with so 
many replantings and changes of 
temperature, should have lived 
for more than 18 years. It is a 
case worthy of The Guinness 
Book of Records, A book called 
The Secret Life of Plants by Peter 
Tompkins and Christopher Bird 
(published by Allen Lane at 
jCL35), suggests that plants can 
react and share people’s joys and 
sorrows. Perhaps this is the 
secret of your plant’s long life, 
which we hope will continue to 
give pleasure to more Tokelys. 
Anyway, you win £5 for the 


Letter of the Week for your 
achievement. 


Seeing the price of Christmas 
floral decorations, I decided 
to make some myself; I 
bought a tin of paint for 12p. 
(you can get gold, silver or 
bronze) and painted clean, 
dry twigs. I then made woolly 
pom-poms from oddments of 
wool and stuck them on to 
the twigs when the paint was 
dry. I found red ones were 
particularly good, and yellow 
pom-poms on gold-painted 
twigs look very festive. 

Mrs. E. Broad 
Bramhall, Cheshire. 

What fim! You could also paint 
leaves to add character to the 
twigs and stick, Sellotape or tie 
them on ... in fact, I can see 
many ways of extending the idea. 


There’s no more room, now, but 
to thank you for your letters 
during the year including the 
ones I haven’t been able to 
answer, and to wish you all, from 
all of us, a Happy Christmas. 



Katie regrets she is unable 
to enter into individual 
correspondence. We request 
readers not to send in 
stamped addressed envelopes 
for private replies. 




trSML IN THE umsr ISSUE Of tvtik 

• • • NOELE GORDON, who was born on Christmas Day, welcomes you into 
her hectic world in a special pictorial pull-out supplement. My Life in 
Pictures: a colour-packed souvenir about her remarkable career. 


WHEN A woman fails for an older man. Anthea Redfem is one of the 
people who talk candidly in the first of a two-part investigation into The 
Two Ages of Love. “He’s like a great big kid most of the time,” she sa 3 rs of 
husband Bruce Forsyth. 


romMSWYiM WON’T BE €OMPUri WITHOUT tvBk 
-IMHUkKT ISSUE OH SAU MOW PBiaESp. 


HOW Rolf Harris knocked two suburban town houses into one, and filled it 
with the treasure trove of his travels. 


WHY James Ellis, Inspector Lynch of Z Cars, hands over all his money to the 
woman in his life. **When I went broke,” says Ellis, *^ere was o^y one 
person 1 could really trust.” 


HOW DO the people who bring you those fantastic wildlife documentaries cope with bringing 
up children? Julie Bartlett, three years old, stayed calm when a lioness carried her off. 


ITS ALL in tvlife. PLUS how to bluff your way around Euro]^ on your holidays. PLUS a tvlife 
investigation into the phone call every women fears • • • the one from the anonymous Heavy 
Breather. 
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Tiny tot Peter Adamson, on his 
mother’s shoulders, during a 
trip to Blundellsands, near 
LiverpooL With them are big 
brother Douglas, little brother 
Clifford and sister Hazel. They 
look a happy family—but this 
was far from the truth, says 
Adamson. ^^The atmosphere at 
home was one of great hatred. 
Even the silence was violent.” 


quickly enough and there were those 
who, unaware of his mental turmoil, 
but very much aware that he might 
drown, plucked him from the sea. 

“The bitterness I felt when my 
attempt failed was very real,” he 
says now. “This was no appeal for 
help like the other attempts. I 
wanted to die and I couldn’t. And I 
thought: If you can’t die properly, 
perhaps you can leam to live 
properly.” 

Washed by the alcoholic tears of 
self-pity, he returned to England 
and voluntarily entered the psy¬ 
chiatric unit attached to the Rossen- 
dale Hospital, in Lancashire. 

Peter Adamson was born on 
February 16, 1930, in Liverpool, in 
a street not unlike Coronation Streety 
the youngest of six children. 

To open your eyes on the world 
for the first time and discover you 
are in a Liverpool back-street during 
the Depression is not exactly the 
most joyous and uplifting event one 
would wish for. Peter Adamson’s 
childhood, as he remembers it, was 
not a happy one. 

“The atmosphere at home when I 
was a cl^dlcontinued on page 90 


THE PETEH AHAMSOM STOEY-PART i 

THETRVm 
ABOUTTHEMAN 
THEYEAU. 
LEM MlJKEOUGH 


by KENNETH 
PASSINGHAM 

Peter Adamson, who 
plays the hard-drinking 
Len Fairclough in Coro¬ 
nation Street^ begins his 
story at what was in¬ 
tended to be the end—a 
suicide bid. He des¬ 
cribes his agony during 
that trauma and relives 
his life from a miserable 
childhood to the alco¬ 
holic failure he was be¬ 
fore he came to terms 
with his success . . . 

f NSiDE the belly of the man they 
call Len Fairclough was a full 
litre of white rum and inside 
the tortured head was the deter¬ 
mination that this time he would not 
fail himself or his family. This time 
he would drown. 

Twice before he had tried to kill 
himself and each attempt had been 
a cry from the heart, as it so often is 
with would-be suicides, but this 
time he would make no mistake. Len 
Fairclough and the man who brought 
him to life for 46 million addicts of 
Coronation Streety Peter Adamson, 
would die. Fortified by the rum and 
sustained by the noble thoughts of 
self-sacrifice, he waded into the surf. 

And as the warm waters of the 
Mediterranean threatened to engulf 
him, the man reasoned it this way: 
“All through the drinking years I 
have been seeking pleasure. Always, 
before embarking on anything, on 
any course of action. I’ve had a 
drink. That’s what I’m doing now. 
That’s the way I’m going. My 
family will have the money to take 
care of them. Of course they’ll miss 
me, but that will be a relief to them 
after all the pain, embarrassment 
and hurt I’ve caused them in my life. 
Maybe in my death, they too will 
find peace.” 

But when the crimch came he just 
could not bring himself to do it 


lovE. 


len 










AOM»soMt‘i WASPumne ti«hard- 


continuedivrzs one of great hatred. 
Even the silence was violent; a mood 
that gripped us all. My father was 
ordered by the courts to leave 
mother, but he kept coming back at 
intervals. 

“Any acting talent I have I in¬ 
herited from my father, I think, 
because he was a natural. He could 
assume almost any character, but he 
never had a chance to prove himself 
with such a domineering woman as 
his wife. 

“He was the assistant manager of 
a tailor’s shop and my mother des¬ 
pised him for having amounted to 
nothing. She was the terror of the 
neighbourhood, my mother. Even 
as a baby she lashed me mentally, 
always telling me that if I didn’t 
work hard I was going to be a 
failure like my father. Maybe she’s 
right. Maybe I am no good by her 
standards, but then I had no yard¬ 
stick to judge whether I was any 
good or not. 

“We were a working-class family 
dedicated to work for sheer economic 
survival, so I knew I had discipline, 
but she had this Victorian concept 
of the nobility of work and was 
always on about working hard. She 
talked of nothing else. Work came 
before love. It was everything. 

“I was shattered over the forma¬ 
tive years of my life and (as the 
Jesuits say) just give me a child for 
the first seven years of its life . . . 

“My affection was towards my 
father and I couldn’t feel anything 
for my mother. My father had the 
ability to make us laugh. I can only 
think emotionally of my early life 
and it is part of my make-up today. 

I thought, when I first married, that 
it woiddn’t happen in my married 
life, but it did. Only in the past six 
years has it resolved itself and I 
know now that I need people.” 

The first person to mi^e Peter 
Adamson feel someone in his own 
right was a master craftsman called 
Alan Roberts, an engraver to whom 
he was apprenticed at 14 when he 
left school. 

Adamson’s war-time education 
(if you can call it that) had been 
punctuated by evacuation from con¬ 
stant bombings, but now the war 
(“I hero-worshipped my brothers 
who were serving in the Forces and 
wanted to wear a uniform, too”) 
had ended. 

It was time for the man they call 
Len Fairclough to begin his working 
life. In a Liverpool cellar as an 
apprentice engraver. 

Fortimately he liked his work; he 
had a feeling for the art and craft 
and three designs he created imder 
artificial light in that cellar are still 
being shown in exhibitions. He was 
encouraged all the way by Alan 
Roberts who, when the boy began 
to play in amateur dramatic pro¬ 
ductions, came to see him and said: 


*T know you’re going to be a 
success.” 

He had to shine at the lessons he 
took from Mrs. Harold Ackerley, 
who coached him in speech and 
drama for 30 minutes of his one 
hour lunch-break each day; lessons 
paid for by his father. “I don’t think 
my father had faith in me, but he 
wanted me to be something, to have 
some identity.” 

And when Mrs. Ackerley saw 
him in his overalls, fresh from the 
workbench, she listened and said: 
“We’re not going to put you in for 
the bronze or silver medals. We’ll 
go straight for the gold and diploma 
at the London Academy of Music 
and Dramatic Art.” He passed with 
honours and at 19, his five-year 
apprenticeship over, he came out of 
his cellar into the light of day and 
was on his way to London. 

He travelled light. Tucked into 
the lining of his suitcase was his 
most precious possession; a piece of 
paper on which he had written to 
himself two years before (he’d been 
reading Aldous Huxley): “In spite 
of my parentage and my environ¬ 
ment I will m^e something of my 
life.” 

He shared a £3 15s. a week room 
with two other student hopefuls in 
Earls Court. It was tough, but he 
was young enough to enjoy it. The 
bursary at L.A.M.D.A. supported 
him academically, but didn’t take 
care of his stomach. There were 
weeks when he shared lib. of 


mousetrap cheese with his room¬ 
mates and on the occasions when his 
father, who wanted him to be some¬ 
body, sent him the odd fiver for 
survival and the rent, they’d spread 
themselves at Kelly’s Eating House. 
He felt enormous freedom. 

But after five months he was 
thrown out of L.A.M.D.A. because 
he couldn’t—and wouldn’t—take 
the lessons seriously. “I thought: 
‘What can you teach me that I 
haven’t got already? I’ve got a 
natural tdent. I can do anything. I 
am a world-beater.’ ” 

The drifting period had begun. 
He worked in theatre clubs, earning 
enough to pay for digs and the odd 
pint of beer, but at the back of his 
mind was the determination to grab 
the right opportunity. It came with 
an advertisement for a stage manager 
to play parts. “I didn’t ^nk I had 
a cat in hell’s chance because a 
L.A.M.D.A. master had told me I 
wouldn’t last two weeks in rep be¬ 
cause of my lack of discipline. But I 
borrowed £1 for the fare and went 
up to Bury, in Lancashire, wearing 
a big hat. They used to say: ‘If you 
can’t fight, wear a big hat’; so I did.” 

He found the producer in a pub 
and was given the job. Vulnerable, 
insecure, pimply-faced, he learned 
the actor’s trade the hard way. “I 
was launched into weekly rep—I’ve 
never been out of it since.” 

It was 1950, a decade before 
Coronation Street^ a period he 
describes as “the golden years”, in 


which he met Jean, a weaver in a 
cotton mill, who was to become his 
wife. Their first son, Michael, now 
aged 20, is a lead singer in a pop 
group. 

“I had everytl^g a man could 
want—a wife, a child, a job I lived for 
and loved. I was on £5 10s. a week 
then, which wasn’t bad in Bury, and 
we lived with Jean’s mother. She 
is a very kind, affectionate woman 
who never put her nose into any¬ 
thing that didn’t concern her. I have 
a great feeling for my mother-in- 
law, which hurt my own mother 
deeply. I know. 

“Our only unhappiness was Jean’s 
arthritis, which had plagued her 
from adolescence and caused great 
pain at times, but we clung together 
like limpets, getting to Imow one 
another as people. The marriage 
worked almost in spite of me. They 
were marvellous years.” 

And then came a taste of honey. 
He was lured into television by a 
Belgian director recruiting from rep¬ 
ertory for a programme called Bring 
a Recordy which was to be “a new 
concept on TV”. 

“A new concept ? Television itself 
was a new concept—and I hated it. 
It was cold. Impersonal. There was 
neither communi¬ 
cation with . 

fellow performers nor audience. I 
was a rep man and now I was a 
television actor because times were 
changing fast.” 

In no less than 13 theatres he had 



On leaving school at 14, 
Adamson became an apprentice 
engraver and he received 
his first encouragement, from 
master craftsman Alan Roberts, 
below. Roberts still exhibits 
Adamson’s work. After lunch- 
hour drama coaching and a 
five month spell at the London 
Academy of Music and 
Dramatic Art, the future Len 
Fairclough took to the 
stage in repertory. One _ 
of his earliest roles 
was in Babes in 
the Woody right, at f 
The Hippodrome, 

Bury, in \ ^ 

Lancashire, ' . 

in 1951. , 
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spoken the epitaph: “This is the 
last time you’ll see a professional 
company perform here,” Television 
was taking over and he needed work, 
however cold and impersonal. 

Cash was his motive and he had 
an idea of what television could be 
worth to an aaor when for five days’ 
work on Biggies he was paid £110, 
much, much more than he was 
getting in rep for a week that began 
at 6a.m. on Monday and ended at 
9p.m. on Saturday. And when he 
played in the first of the dry runs of 
Coronation Street for Granada TV, 
he knew it was going to be a money- 
spinner. 

With the sweet smell of success in 


his nostrils, he purposely put him¬ 
self out of work—refused panto¬ 
mime—and went on the dole waiting 
for what he was convinced was a 
golden opportunity. 

“When it came I started to fall in 
love with the money that flowed in. 
From £12 to £90 a week then was a 
heU of a jump and it went to my 
head. Not only was I getting rich, 
but famous, I thought. 

“I bought the house next door 
and paid oflf my mother-in-law’s 
mortgage. Then 1 knocked both of 
’em together and woke up the 
neighbours by putting white shutters 
on all the windows. I knocked down 
a wall and had a Victoriana room 


fitted out with gas lamps and 
Victorian furniture. I bought a car— 
a Daimler. 

“And I started drinking heavily. 

“I always drank when the oppor¬ 
tunity presented itself, but now, of 
course, I had the money to indulge 
my taste. I had the luxury of a nine- 
to-six job and the rest of the time 
was my own. 

“Well-dressed and half-cut. I’d 
deliberately seek out pubs where I 
thought I’d be recognised and treat 
everybody all round. Great stuff for 
the ego. Very potent. 

“My wife, I think, was quite en¬ 
joying the ttpperies, although she 
didn’t see much of me. We got rid of 
the first house with the white 
shutters and bought a bungalow. I 
thought: T’U show the public.’ 
There was 20 feet of picture window, 
which faced on to a bus stop—and it 
was a shop window. There was a 
service road in front so that the 
peasants couldn’t get too close to 
Len Fairclough. But they did. 

“They saw a bar 14ft. long and 
stone fireplaces built from floor to 
ceiling. I remember, when I had the 
place ready, inviting my mother and 
father there. And my mother told 
me in no uncertain terms that I had 
nothing. I was nothing. I was mad 
with rage. I wonder why that still 
hurts—even now? 

“I had nothing? There were two 
cars, a white Daimler Majestic and a 
red Spitfire outside a house that was 
damn nearly paid for. I had two 



racehorses that were costing me 
£1,500 a year—Coronation Street 
Princess, which I bought in part 
ownership. 

“I liked the idea of going into 
the owners’ enclosure and hob¬ 
nobbing with the big boys. I liked 
the whole scene.” 

It was around this time that Jean, 
crippled with arthritis at home, 
reused they were gradually, in¬ 
evitably, drifting apart. Because of 
her painful condition, they had been 
warned by doctors not to have any 
more children but, despite pre¬ 
cautions, along came Greig, the 
second son, who is now 11. 

The event made little difference 
to Peter Adamson—“I was playing 
the hard-drinking Len Fairclough 
for real.” 

He was hardly ever home. 

One night, after appearing on a 
Mike and Bemie Winters show, he 
gave a lift to one of his greatest 
friends—and nearly killed him on 
the way home b^use the man 
spoke what he believed to be the 
truth. 

He said: “Big star—little man.” 

Cold and contemptuous, it was a 
barb that pierced the alcoholic haze. 

And it hurt. 

NEXT WEEK: Peter Adamson 
tells of his nightmare life as a 
chronic alcoholic, his treatment 
in hospital, facing up to life 
and his gradual change into a 
happy family man. 


Flashback to the happiest day of 
what Adamson describes as 
“the golden years”, the day in 
19S3 when he married Jean, 
who worked as a weaver in a 
Lancashire cotton mill. 

The scene, below, shows 
Adamson as a barman in 
The Shivering Sailor, an episode 
in the ITV series, Knight 
Errant. Seated are Victor 
Brooks, left, and David 
Courtney •.. 



















PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 


Mick Jagger will land a pan in a 
Hollywood film that will be highly 
successful. A famous Shakespearian 
actor will have a nervous breakdown, 
and his behaviour will hit the head¬ 
lines. 

Prince Charles will meet the girl he 
is going to marry. She could well be a 
Geminian — but she mustn’t be in 
too much of a hurry, as the wedding 
will take place in 1977. 

Whatever he says at present, Presi¬ 
dent Ford will decide not to run for 
the 1976 presidential election. Watch 
Ronald Reagan. 

I forecast the pop group Sparks will 
be a runaway chart-buster in the next 
12 months — especially in America. 

And two pwple will also receive 
popular acclaim: a relatively un¬ 
known girl singer from North-East 
England and a sporting personality 
— perhaps from boxing or wrestling 
—^will start a new career in show- 
business. 


THE ECONOMY 


We will stay in a recession — but not 
slide down into a worldwide slump. 
Steady progress will be made from 
spring onwards, and our balance-<rf- 
payments deficit will be in a much 
healthier position by summer. 

There will be more unemplo 3 mient, 
espedally in Scotland, because the 
restrictive planet Saturn remains in 
Scotland’s sign of Cancer until the 
autumn. Even so, new — and bigger 

— oil fields will be discovered in 
the North Sea. 

The Government will recommend 
that we stay in the Common Market 

— the results of any national refer¬ 
endum will fly in the face of the 
pollsters’ expectations. 


COST OF LIVING 


Inflation will be less than in 1974— 
about 12 per cent. Mars starts a new 
cyde in May, and national produc¬ 
tivity may rise steadily in the second 
half of 1975. 

Food shortages will continue — 
espedally dried foods, lentils, meat 
and dairy products. Cheese produc¬ 
tion will slump, and the Satum- 
Ui^us square in the autumn may 
brii^ difficulties in the frozen food 
business. 

Other commodities in short sup¬ 
ply will be rubber, plastics and 
electronic components. 

With Saturn moving into Leo, 



people will see the annual holiday as 
the first luxury to be abandoned. 
There will be fewer trips away from 
home — and this will lead to in¬ 
creased youthful violence in the dties 
next summer. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


With Uranus moving into Scorpio, 
there must be an increased risk ^ a 
nuclear explosion. The most likely 
arena of conflia is the Middle East, 
with Israel and Egypt again reaching 
flash-point in September and Octo¬ 
ber. The Arab world will be divided 
within itself, and this could lead to 
a war involving Jordan, Syria and 
Iraq. 

There will be skirmishes in South 
Africa, too, with guerilla infiltration 
sabotaging industrial installations. 

In America, Congress will force 
Henry Kissinger to change his foreign 


policy — and he may resign. There 
will not be a solution to the Irish 
troubles. Saturn continues to afflict 
the Moon in the Northern Ireland 
birth-chart, so there will be plenty of 
depression — economic and psycho¬ 
logical. The demand for British troops 
to be phased out of Ulster will con¬ 
tinue — though the crunch won’t 
come until Neptune crosses the 
Descendant in two years’ time. 

The country" that wiU occupy most 
headlines will be Italy, where there 
will be a right-wing coup — and later 
in the year there will probably be a 
left-wing revolt in Spain. 


SPORT 


Many spons events will be cancelled 
— though lack of money or poor 
public support. Saturn stays in Leo 
for three years, so there is no easy 
solution here. In football, I favour 


Liverpool and — believe it or not — 
Arsenal to be well-placed at the end 
of the season. The reason is Jupiter 
entering the fiery red sign of Aries — 
so teams in red shirts should do well. 

In cricket, I fancy Somerset to win 
the County Championship and 
Lancashire to take the Gillette Cup. 

I have the feeling that flat racing 
in 1975 will be badly disrupted by a 
serious setback: illness among horses, 
perhaps, or even a strike. A horse 
beginning with the letter ‘A’ could 
make the running in the classic events 
— and as so often in the past, a 
horse whose name has something to 
do with ‘red’ could romp past the 
post in the Grand National. It should 
be Willie Carson’s year as top jockey. 

And at last, in 1975, Virginia Wade 
has lucky stars shining for her during 
the Wimbledon fortnight. 

To end on a sombre note: there 
may be a disaster to do with pot- 
holing or mountaineering, especially 
in June and October when Mercury 
is retrograde. 


YOUR FAVOURITE STARS 


Talkative Hughie Green will receive 
a special invitation or honour frcMn 
a Commonwealth country. 

I have a hunch there will be a 
marriage in Coronation Street and a 
death in Crossroads, and that Larry 
Grayson will team-up with another 
popular star to devise a smash-hit. 
comedy series. 

Sid James has a lucky Venus- 
Jupiter configuration during the 
summer months. He will be success¬ 
ful in money matters — but extrava¬ 
gant and generous, too. 

Jean Marsh — who as Rose in 
Upstairs, Downstairs has always been 
unlucky in love — has a bUssfully 
happy planetary grouping affecting 
her private life in 1975. 

If Des O’Connor were a gambling 
man, he should invest heavily in a 
brand-new talent he discovers in a 
few months’ time. 

Tommy Cooper has Jupiter going 
over his Sun in 1975. It won’t be 
painful. Tommy, and it means a super 
new opportunity in your career. 

Another magician, Uri Geller, has 
a disappointment coming his way. 
Sadly he won’t be able to bend out 
of the way. 

• In com^ weeks, Roger Elliot 
will be bringing TVTimes readers 
predictions about the men who give 
you the news — ITN’s newscasters. 


WHAT NEXT YEAR HOLDS FOR YOU... 



ARIES (Marc/J 21 to April 20) 

You are the luckiest of the Zodiac 
signs in 1975. You will travel more 
and tackle a wider range of 
activities. You're in the mood to 
spend money and extra cash should 
be coming your way. Watch out in August for a 
particularly romantic time. 

TAURUS (April21 toMay21) 

There could be a period of uprooting 
work in mid-1975. But the 
biggest change comes in your attitude 
towards close friends and romantic 
partners. There's a setback if you're 
* expecting financial help. 

GEMINI (MaY22toJune21) 

You will make a loyal friend in 1975. 
There will be a special family celebra¬ 
tion. Although you must watch out for 
possible ill-health in the middle of the 
year, you get a lucky break in July or 
August. 




CANCER (June 22 to July 22) 

The first half of 1975 will be 
troublesome, but later a respon¬ 
sibility will be lifted. Relatives 
make demands on your time. You 
could make important advances at 
work—and if the outlook seems grim, be confident, 
things will improve dramatically. 

(July 23 to Aug. 23) 

Extra travel seems likely, or greater 
contact with friends overseas. Luck is 
on your side if you are involved in legal 
matters. You may move house. In the 
last six months of 1975 you'll become 
K. tough -minded and responsible. 

VIRGO (Aug. 24 to Sept. 22) 

i Nothing disastrous is indicated for the 
^ year ahead. Indeed, your bright ideas 
could earn some extra money. A friend - 
L ship will no longer cause you worries. 
^ If you meet a new sweetheart, your 
lifestyle will change for the better. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23toOct. 23) 

You should be much more optimistic 
about your love life—good year for 
getting married and feeling much 
happier with your partner. There 
could be a sudden jolt to your 
finances—either way. 



SCORPIO (Oct. 24 to Nov. 22) 

This is the year when you break out 
of a rut and start something new—in 
career or romance. Your luck helps 
with your general health. You'll want 
to take risks with money. In love 
you will need to adjust your attitude. 




SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 to Dec. 21) 

^ A wonderful year for enjoying life 

and making a success of spare- 
time activities. At home you 
benefit from changes made in the 
^ last year. International affairs will 
have a big impact on your earnings. Lucky month; 
March. 


CAPRICORM 
^ I 

•W\ 


IN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 

In love you feel a strong commitment. 
Your health may be troublesome in 
February and May. If you're born 
around the New Year, there will be 
big changes in your career. A friend¬ 
ship will be tested. Watch out for happiness in July 
and early August. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 18) 

A year when you get involved in 
mV politics and community affairs. You 
will be busy learning new facts, and 
if taking exams you'll do well. In the 
second half of 1975 there could be 
tensions in your marriage—but it's a good time for 
newly-weds! 

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20) 

Now you must build on the oppor¬ 
tunities that turned up in 1974. Your 
love life will benefit, as an obstacle 
to your happiness will disappear. 
Your money situation will be much 
healthier. Lucky month : April. 
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FULLY INCLUSIVE. The big all-in holiday value at 14 different resorts 
Your own fully carpeted chalet with optional bathroom and heating. Three 
hearty meals each day. A great programme of sports and attractions for all 
the family plus splendid evening entertainment - at no extra cost! From 
about £20 per week {off-peak) per adult, reductions for children. 

RENT-A-CHALET. Spacious self-catering apartments for real economy. 
Fully carpeted and furnished with cooker, ’fridge, private bathroom, TV 
and heating. All the usual sports and entertainments - free, of course. Nine 
sites to choose from. For families of 2-7 persons. From about £20 per week 
for FOUR persons. 

PONTINENTAL. Have fun at the friendliest places in Majorca, Southern 
Spain, Yugoslavia, etc. Also introducing Holiday Club for young-at-heart 
adventurers - in Morocco, Greece, etc. From about £69 for 14 days. Take 
sunshine with security. 


Please rush me your new 
Nanf'o . 72-page colour brochure. 

Address . 

... County . TVT 1 

Simply fin in coupon then cut out whole advertisement. Fold back along line 1-1. 
Fold back at 2. Fold back at 3. Fold back at 4 then tuck doubled flap behind 
Pontin's address. No stamp or envelope needed. 


Postage I if 

will be I 

paid by I 

Licensee I 


No postage stamp necessary 
posted in Great Britain or Northern Ireland 




BUSINESS REPLY SERVICE 
Licence No. KE2429 


Pontin's Limited 
Pine Grange 
Bath Road 
Bournemouth 
BH1 2TB 
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